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tmutoirvery co that hathshaille ogivtmu, anmd ha 811311liave
abundauuce : but iront laint iliai iath net shiAh tit taken oway
cren that Whîlciho li b"-etle xxv. 29.

Titis isafici conclusion .ad the application of tltc
parable ai fltc 'ITalent." One conmrnn use ai itls
word tlent showsv thie deap Impression wli!cii the
Bible haa mîade uapon cur Englisli ihtouglit anti tonugue.
'te word la GrecIt, anal mecnat irst a balance, ara
pair oi scalos; ihan a iveiglit, anti fnaliy, as tbe lira.
clatis ratlais wcrc tlic nîst valualile objecta iveigliti,
the word becanie attichcd ta tilera, anti expresseti a
dermuite ameunt of golti or silver. «Moncy ivas evcry-
wherc wcigbcd before it iras coimeti. Picturca of the
proceas arc founti upon the mnuments cf amîcient
Egypi anti Assynia. Tianre the mafal Is reprcentati
not ln tltc maturaI state, as du3t or muggcts, but as
muciten inta rings for more convenient carrying anti
Itaaping. Frequont raerence ta titis custom la madie
ini tue 01<1 Testament, -as ien Abraluansi wcighs ta tie
Sans cf lcili thie price lac pays for lais buiying place
in the :ave cf Maclitalahl ; andi uhmen Joseph's lnctît.
rom go ltp iront Lgypt %vitla their cern thoy fiat tlicîr
nuency rciîimned ta tberra "Il vaight iniiciar sacks'
matitbs."

htisl probable tiat ccuned money la notm nintionati
in the Bible before the close cf the cal)tivity mn Baby-
hon. If thia lic o,il givesmciv for-ce tasemaproveribs
of Sahonion, eg,"A false balance is abomination te
the Lord, but a just wciglit is I-lis dlglat ; ".adagain
IlA just îvcight anti balance are thie Lordis, mIli te
wcights cf flic balg arc bais ivenk." Sucls passages
wosiid thuan refer ta the imiise svcigbaing, flot iliiely af
tbings purcliaseti, but afithe purchmsing mcdiumn tsalf,
îvbich woulti oxictly correspond ta the debansing or
false reckconimg of moncy in our day; tlic trying to
make- anc dl-ollar fill the place cf twa, as tlic puttmng cf a
lighi coiný in the steati on ane of fulîl honeat weiglit.
The %vise inan's words ivould tiiercicre have a specmal
interesi in these tîmos sîben aut unredoonîmabio palier
curremcy anti short %,silvcr dollars tare s0 muuiclm ait
vogue.

Blut as ta ibis wvent talent, ira bave nhiogoîter
changeai its ancmning. Front a wc~iglit or sumu cf
mtoney, it as cerne ta signmfy nn mental facuiîy an
pawar, se that we spcaIt af a persan ai great talent as
ai ana as havîmg nurnerous and variaus talents;, se
sigmifying, mot thai lie is nîcb in golti but an gifts anti
grades ai thic mimd.

This la cur cemRstant, ordunary momnming ai the word,
anti it lima grawn oui oi tiis parable.

A single passage mn Chnîst's teachîng bas licon
stromg enougb t0 grasp titis iverd ant inakc i nziv;
ta turn il up frons a inaienial or mercenary sense tuaimn
intcillctianmd we igit airnost say a spiritual ana,
for the lurihor lessen as imphifict taiml maturaI an-
tiasvments, or ,as wve now say talents, are a gif or
trust fci Goti, (Carlyle says tbcy are a " loin anti
flot a git) of whicb lia bias matie us stewards, anti
for whmcb Hi ilholti us ta a sure anti strict accotant.

The Gospel ial yct rcvcluîonize aIt speech ! IL
will talze aur cemmni words anti MI thcm îî'ah a bou-
ter thcught and hift thorn up toweortbîer use. Instcati
of golti and silver, uvhich penash theugh they lic irîcti
with fine, they wll represent the abmiîmng and ticermal,
the cvcr-livmng ant i ncrcasimg treaums cf tlacani
and mimd.

Ini the prescrit casa 1 loch inclinoti ta gîve to titis %verti
ils idesi scopa, lattmng it inclutie ail îhangs tbat ive:
posseas anti cmi ampioy ; mît facultues anti energies oi
mnd ; ai appantunities ai uasefulmesa; ait mtivantagcs
cf grauth ; ai moral lassons ant iampulses wbîch wc
feoch; the wviole suin af aur trne anti aur postimon;
thest arc aur tahents placeti ihin cur tanais by Goti,
te bc improveti by us anti renticreti up te Hans at 1a.

The taxi applues toamIl ihese tings the rule whacb at
buas sa mauch bolpeti ta make famîhiar te aur mincis,
namely . dîsuse tmnishacs, anti exorcise incroasas ail
aur pevers. "Unta evcry anc iat bath shah begîven,
anti ha shall have abondance ; but lromn am fithat h
flot shahl bc taken away aven thani wbicb ha hiatha," s.c.,
cvcry ana îvho dihmgcmthy employs the gis or talents
whuich hie bas, shall finti thei grow and sîrcagîhen,
till thay are sufficieni for bais nectis, anti lac shaîl lia
abundantly supplacti, but wvhocver shahl negîci bais
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powars shfalI sec themn dwlndlo andi dcay tintil îlcy
disappear and lire coînpletcly iorcvcr lost.

Let Il bc rcnlîarkati at once ft ic contrast haro
.t forth is neot betwecn the tighit and he wrong use

of îsowers , If is rallier beiwtcen tliclr usea nd iheir
isiuse.
'rte person whoin titis parabla condamnas is not one

nblo liIc flic unjust stewanrd wastes lits înasîcr's goods.
nor bite the pradigal son spends tais portion il% rnotons
living , lie only hla is talant, buries il and sufférs
Il t0 lia tiiised. Thbis inay scani ni iri a f.îr lcss
beuîoîîus course thati ane of actual wrong. Mcrely ta
do notbîng, cannai bc sa bid as liosltivcly toae do vii.
Pcrhaps net in sornie respects, but in saine atlirs lacs-
sibly il niay bc worse.

It is i any rate nmore dangerous, bacatise lu ls moire
plausible and casily cxcused. Conscience wa.ild arc.
proach, a inan for active sin, whien ht wauld maît do se
for simple slath.

Open vice cannai bic made ta boIt lîke vittuc, but
idlcess înay fiIte flie nie of niodcrationi or litanihîy.
lThe inan mnay siy, 1 ait not fitted fur responsable and
oen work , spiritunl intcrests are so vasi -and dcli.
cale, 1 dire net nioddlc %vilathttein ; or, tlic carc of
îny own soul as sufficîcnt ta occuliy me wlîolly. Many
persans in ftic carly Chiurcli did refuse flia charges ta
wliichli tby %vert:cical, on grounds lîke tbesc, and
filed muto flic deserts, andtiiait thiniselvas as hermuts,
wîhen they should liave licen wcaikitng îkac .sali amui
shining as tlie light amaong tthcir fcllow*iion. A mnan
will offct icet nt lierty te romnain quiet and refrain
froin doing good, wlîen hie would miai tbînk cf doing
w rang. lie wili camifart bînîiscif and will evcn lia.sî
andi prîclc iiiîiself finat lie as guilty of no ovcrt crimes
and lias i least donc notling worse than ual tospcak
-and work in favour of flic riglit. bsucli mcn shoulti
listera ta flic sharip tcachings of James, finat sensible
and practical Aposie of flic olden fine, io says.
"To hisit fliat knowctli ta do gaooi anti doctli ilt .at,"

Mualk Ihft*prson> mot ta bain that Itnowcîhi ta do0
goati andi doduh evi, but *toatn finit Ltnawctlî ta do
gooti andi doeth it not, tuaina it is aL sin. 1 olw docs
tat crisp sentence freint thase anicient hudis of trulli
cone uplon us like a quickcning Arctic wavc, blawing
net aMonte upan the poisoned, pestilential scencs ai
vice, but barcatlimng toa upion fice stagnant reguons of
inactive goodmeas, icuîpelling us ta carnest, unncîniîting
toit.

Trbc men whoî correspond ta fici umf.iitful servant
of tlic parable arc mot the opcnly anti bldly biait;
not men tiaing ail tliecvi fiat îbecy cani. Thcy arc
quiet, rcputable, moral men, omly Iteeping silence
wlîcn theyaought ta speak ; sismphy flot iccomplislîing
fice goodti lîy nîîght.

Persans wlîe arc clienisbing a Christian hopte, but
wvbo nover niake îî Itmewn, wbo feel tlic strivings cf
the Holy Spirit, but do net yîclti ta ils persuasive
powver, w~ho hîave cxpoinîccd the freshi kîmtiuîngs cf
tlic baviour's lave, but wall net gav'e the fine air anti
vet, who have gifs-nat vcry excellent or brilliant
passibly-but yet cornpctcnt ta fit tben for useful sta-
tions in the Church, anti ta enalile fihera ta do gond
for Christ, wlio flid ilîcîr amis, and %vitale the strife is
waging betwecn Christ and bâtant fur ilie kîngiom af
tibis warld, do noîlîîng ta decîde thc fight. Tl*ice are
flic mon wbou wrap tbeir talents up an napkîins and i,îde
tilera in the earth ; wha put ihear lîghted candies un-
dcr bushcls anstead of an thie c.andlcstick ta gave light
ta ni lint are wvaîhin the bous5e. 'rhcy are daîng, as
i thînk, wvhat Paul wvas tlminkng cf wlîen lie besought
thc Thessalonians sat ta giteiht e ,rI What
mthematician tan compute the laidden «and unsub-

pecteti and theretore the uscecss, unprodu.-tive wcalth
af grace which Goti lias given ta iankind? A rcccnt
hitsterical avent may sere as illustration cf the case.

A few yecars sîmîce we save France suddenly cast
down froni lier bigla place -anti nantde ta sue for peace.
'Ne hèmrd the liard conditions ivlaithi tli conqucror
imposei Lapon bier, and wc askcd in wamder . Whcre
cmii shte finti the money .bhiLh shte as compelled ta
pay i Besîdes flic cosi anti vaste af an cxhaustiag
war, (jernany dernandeti ant indcmnity, a fine cf fave
milliards cf francs, oqual te £2'00,ooocoo or $1,0o'e.
aao,aaa af aur mnîany. IL we's truly said tlatr the
French baniks and capitalists could mot ativance se
great a suri. IL ivas supposeti that she must look te
othcr countries and plcdgc ber incarne for long years
ta forcîgn leanders. WVhat ivas aur éastom.shmcnt tu
find the wle atunt qutt.kly taken tup by lier oun
citazens anti ta sec the gîmnt debi te Germany paid
belote the appi 'nîcd time : Hou was at donc ? flo

chielly by tlic Iii frntm their L-nown resources, but
by tlic mîany poor, whli i tîtoîr cauntry's urgent caîl
bratught foula iheir secret stores, flic înoncy thicy liait
laid asite li nid tenanots anti stockling lect anti lid-i
tien ln dark corners cf ilîcir lieuses. It was tlîcn dir.
covcred flint Mnit cvcry plensant cf tlini thîîifty race
linti sciiiethlng tlîus laid by anti hen itese many
trcasures, caci oe suinil, but miglîuy in thicir miass,
ivero pour à1 togettier, tliat %vas anotigh and moire, ndi
the greatest dct ln fliclîistery ai finance %ias
wreiiglit i That great dclai was pîilai itî /udg',g
talents, ivitît moncy tlint vvas lylng tîsoless In French
houleas, antd se it iras fotrnit furtiier tlîat flic payrnent
(lit not îrnpavcrisli or exiaut ictu nationt ; diti net
draiin flic coumntry of 113 frcasairc :andl deringo flic
course of trate. France îhld net scella ta écl flic bur-
dan indfic tvoîi li as bacom yet aven nie nstotilslied
ta lielielti lier stcady prograss anti prasperity sincu
tdicta. Site is oliliged te pny fibat suii in gelti, liati
sibee iouirccd ta take it fremn the mtiamo thon ini use
it ivoulti have strippei flie rctin ai coin anti lait lier
only a poar lîmtpor currency for ycars te Caine. lut
site too fi froint lier donrnîant steres, brouglit idie
treasuiresaliita use, and so itis atrango resuait appears,
Fraince seeîmîcd tia richier for the o ncy site liat los *t,
anti Genniny tua Ilearer for file treasune she liait
gaîned. Sa large a strans mied asidîcnIy ta file
maulaont in circulaionî in Gcnnany lias domc, just wirbt
such a process always deos. hI lias matie mncy
cbecap, inflateti prices, prorluceti artravagince, amd
titis lap.s btan iolhoîvcd by reacuion anti stagnation mnd
dîstress. Geriny lias lacera sufferîng umosi kecnly
frontî bard liies. I is fiacre thiatîve have lîcard most cf
sîriîkes amd business dîfliculties and crises in the Gev-
cernt, antd assassins' bulîcis. France on the orther
liand lias been quiet anti prospeoets ini civil and in
social îlimgs te a dcgrc thait lias cielighted and sur-
priscl flic %venld, lier currcncy lias net depreciateti,
lier indu:àtries have net languislieti, lier credut lias met
sîiffcrct. lt is flic miarvel of the mge ! Anti this is aIl
anîd only becatise flic aviful strain ofilber ticicat wrung
out freint bier fli ue.cliii wvlicii site liait nover sbewvn
anti vhîicli shte did net aven knmaî fliat site liessesseti
licforc.

I3eholti in ihis occurrence a type of uiat Christ's
Itingdoin iniglii accomplisli ta discliarge ber dclii of
coîîlccr.itio c, taie 1îlasîcr mmd et rrercy ta tais fallen
wvorld, if site tau waulti bring fenîh lier hitdecn talents
.anti put dlietai ta themr full and proper use. Net if ber
mchi ocs %vbo arc alrcady ii fie work wculti stili
marc lavi5bly *%pendi thaîir gifts, lier scholars gnoîv
mocre Wsc, licr preachers wvax more cloquant, ber
princes bca mare liber-il ;at fiant, at lamai not fiit
chiefly non ahane, liut if lier peer and lowly ces, the
pnîvate mon, flic humible wiomie, the vcry pensants af
lier miîiiersliip ivoulti lut draw oui their stores (rani
flic decip recesses wherc thcy nawv hie baid.

If amy Chitn man amîd woinan woulti but grasp
titis thieuglît andi would aci upon it i IlEvcry power 1
possess, and aray gi ofigrace îvhicb I roccive, arc but
sa mnmy boans cmtrusted ta me by flic Hcaivcnly
Faîtarc. lie puis tita in mny tannais ftît lîy inmy do
mîtosi goot ite ane muat iy fcllew-inm. Hc says ce-
cupy untîl h conte, andti îîwill sean rCtunn anc<rcckan
%villa nie for ihîcîr use." If cact ana wculti say Il 1 miri
but God's stewavrd, 1 muai wcrIt thaenI air of lin tlini
sent nie %ile i as day, tlie niglit comietît wlmem mo
mnan cia work, Lord whai wal h Jîou hâve me io.do?'
ilfltic obscure persens, tîtase wbe bave qr irba suip.
pose thcy have, but une talent, weihd b ring that ta
tlic niency changers anti set it mmmc active use, why
tItan the Clîurch ivaulti finti she land a mcw anti tan-
suspectid strength ; site ucoult i ontcec surprise bath
ierseif amdîtic ht d v nlta large. Site wculti finti sup-
plies for aIl lier mectis, anti site would enter an an ara
cf sncb pregress anti sucb triumpli as shte his.ncvcr
aeci. Her trcaaumy ia ampty, mot for lmck of ricb
munms gifs, but fur the wani uf lablourers'earmmngs anti
-vidows' mites anti cbîftirems pence. Her wark is

îanont fur the «assistance of a few strng )landa,
but fur the aido c very Clristian's neady tcuch. Tîte
vonlid as caliang net ion grcai omtions non profitinti

discusbions, but for gerutle uvards anti homoesi ccetis
anti gatiiy lves. Men long for Guti ta bce mevealcal ta
tbeni, mot an tlie îubli*ng %%nd nui flamaing fine non
tecuuting a.ntiyu.ikc, but in the sti brna.îh voi..c thiat

spc.sks ta thcni of dut), failli indt lovc. The itanvcst
as produteti by ian) studs uittered tit.kly in the soit;
the ficid 's icr *Ibzcd Lb the fiac drups aifrtain that. fait
upon IL (rom thie Iiru%%n. The binungc.sî caLcs; are
matie fil, net oi a eingle pondea us rùt, but ut ig.


