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Tho question as to w tl rti
Frenelh Colonies' staunps sur-ch argel
S. P. -M. originated tlhrolughu privat,
speulation, or wcuo duily orderci
by the postal author-itios Io bc sui
charcred, seems by this timeo te bý
pretty wvelI settled iii the philateli,
wvorld. Thoir genuitieness beinm
establishied, vh joli by the, w'ay li:u
taketn a long timo to decido, 1 thotugrh
it would not bo amiss to givo, you
readers a littie information coIr
cerning the subject, having made
different varieties4 of thom a .3peuizi
Study.

Iii the latter part~ of 1884 wo find
scarcity of the, smaller denomnina
tions cf the stamnps of thoen
Colonies , and consequontly it wv
thought oxpedient to have somo c
thi 'larger valites surchargred i
ordor to tido the panic over, an
accordingly we find in Januar,
1885, the first surcharged stamru
"9poping u1) sorenely." IVo beio*d thi
regular 2 centimes surcharged wvit
a1 large 5 iii two 'arities,' viz boni
wvith the 5 upside down and ethos
with it in rogular position. Th
numtber-s surcehargr'd cf this variet
boing according to Le Timbre -Pos
300. Now, beforo p'oeceeding fui
ther ;ve wvi 1 just tako a fow momen,
for tht, considoration of thec. U'
will suppose that out of the 300 sui
cb.arg(Yý 1t 100 being destroyed ar
iôst through tho mails, whiéh Icavi
a' balance cf 200 for tho colloctorsý i
tho world to grapplo for'; now 0i
cf' these 200 to niy personal knoNi
lodgo 50 at lenst are in possession -

p1tisin I-Iallifax,thusi tlie absiirdity
IS at once apparent when vo r-o.-d
in French and (îril~î p h iitli

a ~pers, advertiscments otfering these
variti os> fot o:!y- at a sma'l pie

Sbut (thinki of thoehek also by the
jdozen, and I must say that it serves

collectors right to allow tienisolves
Sto bo g-ullcd'bupieldvnos

w îhen a singlc thoughit wil I show
that they can bc nothing but simple

SJfrauds, anîd shotud nievoer have a pilace
Sini any collection kcept by grent'emen
~of lirinciplo. As tliese 300 would

inot"satistS' the cravings of corres-
1 ondonts, wo find next a batchi ot'

8 600 apeînthis time it bin
the 1 franc suircharged wvit1î 25. 0f
this lot wo a'so find two, varieties,
the différence, being in thie surcharge,
ono witli b'ock letters, the other
-%Vithl halies, flc variety with the
b* oek lettors s'how.s the 25 ini vertical

Il position wvith the S P M upside down,
d This last lot ttppear-ed carly inýMztrch

1885. With regrard to this last
variety, 'although c)uito il îimber

wore issued, somehowv or othet' they
'ire bard to obtain gzenuino, and
weo wou!d infer that cither they
have slipped out cf existante, or
ire, kept- in the shade b)y,:oiino specu-

ylator- iuntil the -1 times aro botter
teUld thon we will heur of thoni at a

0.- fâney figure 11o doubt.

Is To be centinued.rot
Messr-s S L. Bucken and o.

id send us a catalogrue of an auction
Ssale of stamps, wvhich takes place

n this nio)ntb, at thoir roonis at N. York.
itThero arc somoe fine specimons to bo
itsold, and collectors wvi1l have a good
T-chance to complote their sets of U.

of S. Dfept. and envelope stamps.,


