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‘devnted ta the work of winning souls to
Christ, hnt their natural talents should be
cultivated to th2*utmost extent of which
jthey are capahle ; and that for this pur-
‘pose they should be required to take ad-
vantage of all the oppcrtunities for im-
provement which the church ean afford :
yet, while this is my decided opinion—an
opinion enlv gathering streagth as the
church and the warld hecome hetter
known to me. I have begun to examine
this subjeet mare closelv, and to enguire,
if occasions may not arise in the charch,
when she _is boand to employ, in the ger-
{viea of her divine master. pious and tal-
cnted young men, even aithough they may
not yet have finished their course of pre-
paratory study, which the chureb in ordi-
‘narv circumstances justly requires, That |
euch oceasions mawyarise. will, ¥ believe,
:ba admitted by all ; and I am firmly per-
tenaded that such an aceasion has arisen in |
ythat portion of Christ’s visible church .
i with which we are conneeted. i
i When lately engaged. aleng with your-
;self, ‘as a deputation fromr the Synod to
,tho congrecations under the inspection of
!the [sland Presbytery. T was reallv pained
" to seo so great a destitution of ministerial |
-fzbor. There were at the very least four l
’meeting houses, in which respevtable
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,audiences migrin be gadiered vieiy ouid's
*day, but which enjoy only the oceasional
'services of 2 minister of the gospel ; and
; this hag been their position for years, not-
withstanding the brethven in the Island
.-have endeavored to give them as large an
’.l.nmmmt of their labors as was in their

1t is true that.these four conare-

!,power.
1| ations, with their separate meeting houses |
i{anc! sessions, ware f’nrmeri_v.under the
i{pastoral care of only two winisters: hut
" sueh appears to me to bethe peculiarity of

. “#their. laeality, either arising gut of their
!disiance from onae anather, or their separ-
jation by wide arms of the sea, that they
,would vequire three pastors among them 4
{;ahd even this additional lahorer would still
leave to the ministers what 1 consider a
ilarge amount of labor and travel ; and
besides ai! this, I was persuaded that ene
or two preachers woull find full employ-
ment in visiting stations and outposts,
sowing the seed of the Word, and formine
ang buildine up chuwkes to the glory of
God the Father.®© Now, to accomblish
thest purposes we need men 3 and where
are thev tetewag from?  And wiile Twas
aratified to.see the arder that ohiaioed in
jthese churches, and among the people,

i
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coasidering the circumstances, T would not"-
at all have been surprised to fearn that’
many amone them ware careless anmd,
indifferent, and that auother eeneration

was growing up in their widst, more

thoughtless and unconcerned ahout divine,
things than the present. Isay not that,
such things are so, but T ask, conld any

thing else in these circamstances he ox-.

pected?  Religion is not a eommodity

that the natural mon seeks after: and T,
am afraid thera mavhe many who, through .
the blessing of God vesting on his own
ordinances, might he led to seek the way .
to Zion : but who, in their present ungai..
ded and untavght situation, are losing any,
little respeet for sacred things they mavy
have had, and who are becoming confirmed .
in their aversion and indifference to the
truth ac it is ir Fesus  Gud grant it way’
not be so.

But what. it mav be asked, is vour pl:m'
by which this evil, which von so much.
deplore, may he remedied? [ proceed..
then, tosubmit a few thoughts on this
subject, premising that T will At think it
strange, though mv mode of meetivg this |
evil shonld he viewed as Utopian by G
or others more versant in such subjeets,.
and better acquainted with the country”
and with the wants of a growing colony. o
Auy remarhs I make are based upon the.
iden. that it is better to have a partial pro- .
vision, thau than that immortal souls
should be lett to perfsh for lack of knuw-,
ledgé. Our voung men who are attend-.
inz the Divinitv Hall are chiefly em
ployed in teaching during the recess.—
Some of these voung men are advanced in’
their theological studies. WNow. in o’
present destitute condition, lat the Svaod,,
license a few of the mwre advanced 10
preach the gospel. Letthembe appoined
to ont-stations ar congregations for a cer-}
tain time, sav two or thrce months. Let’
thern he under the especial control and'
supervision of the respective Presbyteries.
in which they labor. Let the voung men;
so emploved give to the Preshyteries 2
teaular and particular account of theses
labors. Lot them also deliver those exer-}
cises to the Preshvteries which would,
have bsen required of them weve they!
merely students at the LAl Let them?
also attend the Hall when in sessic - and,
likewise all other elasses rognived. uniil
the curviculum is finished. These then
wauld form'the ontliznes of my very simple]
plan, leaving it to Presbyteries or Synod-

teal comimittees to give them more defini!el:
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