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l'or it being couploteci aI hialf au hiour's noticec-uisally ivithin a feiv
ininuites.* A longer notice is iieccs,,ary w~lien a copy is required. In
a year, the niber of searches approachies 10 30,00)0, and applications
for copies and extraets to iiearlv 10,000 more. The structure is lire-
proof, and Ille arrangements sucb as always toi secuire perfect, copies.

The facts hiero stated %vill sulflico Io show that Ilhe puiblic records i
Bugland are made strielly pubtlIie property, and1 the Most efficient, systeis
have beeti adopzed for secu rinig ,baJ cuistody as well as all niecessary
facilities for searcli aiid reference. Yct, au authority already cited
says: "The Records of titis country have tio equal iii the eivilized
world. iii ant iquitv, conitinu iity, variciy, extent, or amplitude of facts
and d'iîails. Froin l)ooie,-da!, t hev contaii, t le -whole i -teril for o r
hisîory-Cîvil. religionis. political, social, moral or material, fromn the
Normu conquest, to the I)recnt daýy."

In the Unitedl States, the public records of the several States of the
-Unioni are piaccd iin charge of' the State Librariauis. wîho ar'e liberally

compensated. lT[w documents, a hycumlifrontea t year,
are suitablv 11um1bered and placcd, s0 as to be convenlient, for fuîture
access awd r-elerenice A catalogue of themii is priîuted annally. Anly
person., on aplc tineau olain acess Io thien, wlîether f'or perusal
or ceopyiugý. There is no charge fori-aiu a src.In the separate
States there are iio distinct collections of departinental Archives, for
the publie documenjts of cvcry (lcl)tneft are hianded over Io Ille euls-
tody of Ilhe stffle Librarialls. 11u euhnîn aei depariitiinent k'ieps
its owln records, whîlc thio>e appcrtainling ho the whole ULntcd States
are placed iii tlle custody of olliciais acting under he aiiîhority of the
President iniiseif. Thie arrangements for, seeurity aind for convenieut
refeuce are statcd to be of a very perfect nature ; but no national
document relatin)g to the whiole of the States eau be proctircd for the
purpose o? peruisal or copyiug Nvithiout the President's order.

li Nova scotiat, action wvas taven in 1837, îvith a, view to ascertainuug
the nature and contents of the Archives o? the Province. he Hou.
Joseph 1-owe movecd for an address to the Governor, Ilho cause the
"ancient records and documents ilînsîralive of' the hiistory and progress
of soeicty in tlle Province to bc esztinied, prcscrved and arranged,
for referenco or J)ublcietiov, as the Legisiature ighirt determine.aud

"that tlle Ilouso Votild provide for tlle sane." la 1858 and the folloiv-
ing year, fiirt ber stcps werc takcen to procure froni England and fromi
Canada, copies o? anv despateches that înight be neede(l lor completing
the Nova Sýcotian1 lyIcS. lu thecre of' subsequent ycars, more than
200 volumes of' nanuiscript ivere seleclcaragcaaog, alld
boun d. 0Z

lThe ucOxt step was Io authori,e the preparat ion and publication o? a
vohunle cningsieiofo sneh o? the Archives as should ho, leemi-

*Lord campimthi once occa.,iot,. wli ih officiating on aie Bench at Westmtinter, to ascer-
tain somle parîtetlar- reOive to the dlvah .and tnntiariy arranements of a person -,vhc>
lied Irft EîiIî,]Ii i n Ii., yoîthti, i lhuttdlrt yezir. before, anîd who hiai dîd abroad in lthe East.
[lis Lnrdstîî 1)11< it id b, icf ilote ot itqntîiry on aip oft ler and despatctîcd this by a mes-
.%Clngcr te 1)ociors' Ceimms t averv lioert lime, znd befure lte sittng -.va.s cotîciuded, te
repty was brouglt and handcd te tlie Judgc, contaitîtng mlu information of thte particuiars
sougbt.


