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§ . Sunshine and Shadow.
' ‘s PHILOSOPHER OF MIDDLE.AGE
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&I am fifty to-day,” crled a middle-
O aged man,

;v 4 or am healthy and sound to the core,

#- . pAnd according to Solomon there ghould

RN remain

X Unto me yet of years a full sco.e.

i Yut statlstics have proved,” they have
nd proved beyond doubt,
*+* hat the chances do not favor-me,
‘And I'm doubtful myself, when It
¥ comes to the pinch,
. .4 That the three-score-and-ten mark
PR 'l see.

41 have worrled a lot since I started
o this trip,
% 1 have tretted at weather and friends,
41 have fought night and day in the
"‘ struggle for gold,

>
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't Felt the joy and the woe that it
]
. - sends.
) Wow, take -notlce, I've quit, fur it

N profits me not,
L é‘\\'hcu at best I've of years but 2

.. score,
:‘To be dealing In jealousies, bickerings,
.t strife,
'4 Not to speak of a dozen ¢“ings more.
..o I'll just live along—do the best that
 od 1 can,
. "5 Leaving others to plot and connive.
77T wiil hatl with rejoicing the sun of
R cach day, .
"3 Thanking God that he's left me
g alive.”

VIl Templer In American Agricul-
¥ turlst.
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. 'FHE SACRATENTOF SUFFERING.
. .‘f\

~Buffering Is not always Denalty. It

may mean discipline for service, or
qven service itself. There Is a sacred
-chalice pressed to the lips of love that
. :pAlGishness can never know, and which
‘ybkes suffering, at times, & very sac-
xdment. Is not motherhood doubly

‘- Jaicred through its travall and its peril?
© . The capacity for service, 109, is found
> . “IfEthe capacity for suftering. The most
‘.7 vefractory metals yleld thelr  best
. ~strength and luster, and become use-
l\' <%ul only after the flerce heat of the
|
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.+ blow pipe has smitten them. The
.. xthosen “vessel must be recast In a dit-
-ferent mold before it {3 reedy for
o Xiagly service. Had Moses or Paul been
. -~.Capable of less suffering they could
“pgver have been molded into such
. chosen vessels of service. From Da-
- ~muascus where he was led blind inte
" fte clty, to Rome where he was led out
_ <. b2 the city to dle, Paul knew what suf-
*¥ering mecant.
. 2 How much it takes to make an apos-
. 1~ "tie! Thitefleld was wont 10 say that
i« ¥ 3 had pecullar affectlion for Ireland,
. 2gr only there had he been treated ltke
" #n apostle.  Only in Ireland had he
®yer been stoned, It Ig not strange that
. '016.7 and then the harp strings snap as
“ they are being drawn tight enough for
. +some master’s hand to call from them
~ -the sweetest harmony, Notes that an-

oo

t . - $¢ls might laten to, and which melt
. -1 human hearts, come from heart
% mrings quiverlng with paln.  They

~Xnow not what they do who drive the
1 - -¢ruel nalls and thrust the thirsty spear.
:They may mean $§t for evil, but our
Qod overrules it for good. It is the
“‘trlumph at once of suffering und of
"Rrace to be able to say with Stephen—
..Jls face shining ke an angel’'s—""Lord,
- Jay not this sin to thelr charge.” Said
Disraell, that acute observer of human
-aature. “They that have known grief
seldom seem sad.” Sald a wiserthan he,
r |. “Count it all foy when ye fall {nto di-
wers trials, for the trial of your falth
worketh patience, and patience expe-

Pxo

[N o d

' f.Trlence, and experlence hope, and hope

* 1. amaketh .not ashamed, for the love of

5 & "QGod is shed alroad in your hearts by

N ~ ‘the Holy Ghost that is glven unto us'™*
* {Blshop E. R, Hendrlx, D D, LL D.
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. . J¥oliday Gifts for young and old. big
» y-~-Bnd little, will be found {n great protu-
, Mon In our new premium 1lst. By a
Hittle Judiclous work, anyone may se-
gure one or more of the many good
things offered, free of cost. Begln now
y xnd see how nice a Christmas present
s |- .Jou can-secure by dolng n Ittle work
>&mong your nelghbors and friends.

-3 What letter | Y
v f-= 4 What letter In the alphadbet will spell
i [ "Potato? The letter 0. Put cight O,
j .-« WHnt brldge !s warranted to support
o8Ny stin? The bridge of n fddle.
42 When Ia a plece of wood 1tke an em-
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1 N O cffort has been spared to myxe the forthcoming
B volume of The Companion worthier than any that

e

The Youih’s Companion

ISSUED EVERY \WEEK. ,SUBSCRIPTION, $1.75 A YBAR.
THE FIRESIDE FRIEND IN HALF A MILLION HOMES.

Subscribe Now for

A
The Companion hopes to win thousands of new {ricuds’nnd bind
old ones closer, during 1900. Its character asa paper {or cvery mcember
of the family will be maintained, and its literary resources enriched.
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has gone before it. Among the mauny articles and
stories of absorbing interest to appear during 1900 are

A. Highland Industry,
A Long Chase,

Duchess of Sutherland.
Edward W. Thomson.
The Boyhood of Napoleon, Prof. W. M. Sloane.
A Historic Game of Football, Walter Camp.
How Rosamond Made Up Her Mind, Margaret Deland,
Photographing the Stars, Prof. C. A. Young.

How Jim Went to the War, Jacob Riis.
Farming in Shakespeare’s Day, Prof. W. J. Rolfe.
Up in the Great Woods, C. A. Stephens.

Ambitions, True and False, Bishop Potter.

To give even a tenth partof the titles of contsibutions already in hand, or to priat
the names of more than a haudful of the famous wen aund wosnen who swill write for
the new volume Is impossible liere. We sball be glad to scud to any address, frec
upon request, our {llustrated Announcement Number, contajnivg a full Prospectus
of autliors and coutributions engaged for the 31900 volue.
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‘Special Subscription Offet.

Those who sabscribe at once, sending $1.75 with this
slip or the name of this publication, will receive the Com-
panion FREE for all the remaining aweeks of 1899, and | *
then for a full year, fifty-two Weeks, until Janvary I,
1901. Thbis offer includes the gift of the New Com-
panion Calendar for 900 — embellished Witk figure pieces
in J2-lithographed colors from designs painted exnressly
for The Companion.
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The Companion Calendar

will be preserved as a Leautiful souvenir—the last Calendar of the
century —and the most exquisite in the long serics of finc Companion
Calendars. It is given to every one paying the subscription for 1900.

'The Youik’s Companion, Bosion, Mass.
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Special  Clubbing Offer

and sold alone at %0 ceuts), and

jeror? When it 1s made into a ruler.
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DISHOP POTTLR.
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THE YOUTH’'S COrPANION

To January 1, 1901, including tho Thanksgiving, Christinas and New Year's Doublo Numbers for two years, tho
Companion’s Beautiful Calendar for 1900, in twelvo colors, crabossed ia gold (the most exquisito onc of tho series

FARM AND HOMIE Onc Yearfor Only $2.00 in Advance.
Address all orders to FARM AND hOME, Springflcld, Mass., or Chlcago, Il



