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The Postal Service Dturixng
the Ci-vil War.

BY A LLOYD JON-IZE

iii a recent issue of the Ai>VOÇATn thlereP

ap>jearecl an exceillnt article by A. 1R. But-
ler anenft the U. S postal service during the

~î>îîshAr~eicxîwar. It showved how
inearly perfect a systeun wa- norganized tuiid
the chaos and havou of wzir, ztAt of thue pat.
rioLisin of the postal oflioial> on cve
there.Thi a cheieo itre-
ing, an old "rt"on the condi-tion of the
post office Systcin (uriug tle Civil Wr
I cxp)cctedl to brin-~ ont astrong contrast
betweei conditions then and those- iii th±e

bie 'Vnk-Sauo"war, but jgeof
ny surprisecnh a, and it lia's sinùe
been corroborated by others, that the pobt-
ai systein during the Civil \Var wvorkec

îîerfectly.
"We didn't -ive inuch thought te the

puostal or baggage systeru while wc wvere in
tho army but accepted the P)r0IUntncsý' and
coinpleteiless as a mnatter of courso. Look-
ing back ab now I wonder at the patience,
energy and alertii-ss of those whvlo organ-
ized the plan and carried it out. Letters
wvere addressed te the coinpany and regi-
nient and often by people who were care-
Iess in *riting naines and in giving the
number cf the regiment, but in some ivay
the letters came te, hand. Often letters
sent f rom Germany, England or France
were a puzzle; in direction, but the army

Postal authorities iade it a poin)t to have
thei reaclh t.hew desti nation.

The custoin thenet was for the soldier's
letters to bc fakdand for the postage
to be Paid at tic rueeiving ofc.Before
this was gunerally underbtood our sutIer
reeived letters frorn the IoySZ, each one

thig le postage alJ hie guarantceing
t' ir thcy wouldl go fur ward lpostagc paid.

Que 'ibcovercd that the sutier %vould
t.k~every uIÀ41t tluirt.Y or forty ictters to

the t c' en t, have tbei Iran * ked and
send theni forwarcl without st.anmps. Wlucn
the ciiie was exposed, the %Colonel
issued an orOtr wàking the in of the:, rcg-
iniont to send their ltuters to his hiead-
quarters and not to the sutler. 1 have
scores of the 01(1 cnvelopcs bcaring the sig-
nature of the Colonel. or thie reginieutal
adjutant.

M-Nost of the meni whenl paid, retaitned
part of their rnoney and at once inailed the
balance homne, and it wvas usuzahly in the
formn of paper inoney. AIl this was well
knownl by ail the soldier and headquarter
attaches, there ivas neyer a case réported
in whieh letters containing money were
tampered with at the reginientai, brigade
or division headquarters. No mouiey was
lost iu transit, ecept when trains were
captured by General Joe XVheelea', General
Forrest or General Morgan. When there
was indisputable proof of the capture Of
such letters the go'vernmeut made the los
good:"3


