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lave been the result of habitual excessive use (}"
alesholies. opiates, ete., also in litigation, $32.414.-
a0, .

Claims arising out of deaths from suicide, exees:
sive use of aleoholics. mareotics, cte., oveuring
smee {he enactiment by your body of the present
law, providing for partial payments, also including
those in which the evidence shows misvepresenta-
tion in the application for membership. or non-
sl standing én the Subordinate Lodge or Rank
ar time of death. all of which remain unsettled at
thi= time, $32.000.

Claims in which settlement is pending, awaiting
reeeipt of proper evialence showing appointment of
wnarvdian for minor beneficiavies, or other legal re-
l,uircmcnts, $46,000.

Claims under consideration by the Mediceal fx-
aminer-in-Chief, in which the usual proofs of death
have been receivesd, $66,000. .

The matter of desived changes in the laws of
the Endowment Rank relative to the fajlure of re-
mittances in reaching the Board of Control within
the thme specified owing to delay in mail or rail-
way facilities, and the question of secretaries of
stetions being made the agents of the Beard of
Control. We desire to say that we nsed every
means at our disposal to bring about the desived
changes.  However. the Supreme Lodge in its wis-
dom déd not agree to the propositions relative 1o
the first propusition, we feel satisfied that no
harm or injustice can happen to the members of
this Rank if they comply with the law, and" we
have the promise from the Board of Control that
suflicient evidence will be supplied the sections in-
erested. showing to the membership why suc!t
draunge is not advisable, and giving them every
assurance of ample protection regarding the second

change with reference to the Secevetary l).qﬁn.g
made the agent of the Board of Control. This

change has Dbeen rendered practically impnssﬂ;_]c
owing to the laws in a lage number of the dif-
frrent. states requiving @ very heavy government
deposit on all agents appointed and doing business
as agents of a fraternal insurance company.
We trust that this explanation, together with
the further information the members will receive
irom the Board. will be satisfactory, and that this
very important Rank will met with a Large pat-
romage in this Domain. . .
1ne 1ollowing circular letter has been issued by
the Board of Control, ands\\'ns received by 1L WL
Anstic, 8. R., Sept. 25th, 1898:
e ) ’(}lnic:\gg, September 13th, 1898.
To Oflicers and Members of the Endownment Rank,
Kuights of Pythias, and the Order Universal:
Iu view of the many misleading and untruthful
reports velative to -the Endowment Rank. which
were sent over the wires duving the weeting of
the Supreme Lodge at Indianapolis, and in order
ilat the membership of the Rank may be truth-
fully informed, and fuvther. that they may he fully
assured as to the solveney of the Rank anid its
ability to meet all of its obligations, the Boarid of
Control at this time deem it both proper and just
o the membership to make the fellowing state-
ment: .
But one single question was raised at the Su-
weme Lodge reladive to the management of ihe
Eudowment Rauk, and that was as to the nature
of certain of its seeurities, the chameter of which
kas heen fully explained in a previous cireular,
embodying a statement of the absolute facts in the
SC

At the request of the Supreme Lodge, the Presi-
tent of the Board of Control furnished to that
body 2 full and comprehensive list of all of the
seenrities held. aecompanied by letters from several
recognized authorities as to their value. The ex-
planation was of such a satisfactory  character
that the Beard's report. was adopted practically by
@ unanimeus vote of the Supreme Lodge, and, as
a vindication of the management, and as an ex-
pression of absolute confidence the old Board was
re-elected. ‘

As to the charcter of all of the investments
of the Endowment Rank. the Board of Control
say. without hesitaney, that they are of the very
besto ampiy and properly sceured. .

Some of the securities, prrchased at the same
time as those that were questioned. have since
been =old at a premium of 8 3-8 per eent., and
there is absolutely no reasen to believe that there
will be any loss on the sceurities now held by the
Eank. On the whole. the investments representing
the surplus funds of the Endowment Rank are
deemed first-class in every respect, and equally as
good in quality and character as those held by any
Gther kindred organization or insurance company.

But. irrespective entively of the investments, the
Rank is more than self sustaining.,  That such is
the case must be evident from the fact that during
the quarter ending July Ist, 1898, death claims to
the amount of $2$3.000.00 were paid. and so far
during the present quarter, $265,000.00.  Of this
sunount., $90,000.00 was paid during the last ten
days, and all uncontested elaims against the En-
dowment Rank. as soon as they are approved, will
he promptly paid. Can 2 more forcible argument
be used as to the solveney of the Rank. and can
:my‘ life institution point to a more honorable re-
cord?

The Board carnestly trusts that the brethren
will not allow the enemies of the Rank to sow the
seeds of distrust and lack of confidence in their
minds, but that they will show theiy appreeiation
of the protection afforded by the Rank, by giving
te the Board of Control their loyal support i its
cfforts to make the Rank a continued suceess—
not. contenting themselves with heing members
oly of the Rank, but doing everything to increase
the scope and usefulness «of this most important
co-ordinate branch of our Order.

Fraternally,
J. A TIINSEY,
President, Board of Control.
Sttest:
H. B. STOLTE.
Secervelary, Board of Control.
THE SUPREME TRIBUNAL.

This important branch of our Government. was
the eause of considerable discussion, and a general
feeling prevailed that their pumber should be
reduced from that of five to three. Many were of
the opinion that the Tribunal should be entively
akolished, principally on the ground of the areat
exgense attached to that particular branch. How-
ever valuable the Tribunal may be to the Onder,
we cannot disguise the fact that it is éxceedingly
costly, as the following firures show. During the
period of its existence this branch of the Supreme
Lodge has cost $3,740.25. I has held ten sitlings
A an average expense of $874 per sitting. Twenty-
five decisions have been amived at at a cost of
¥349.61 for cach decision.  This will give our vead-
era fair idea of the expense in connection with
the Supreme Court of the Order, and place him in



