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'Ionstall, I3isliop of D)urham, iwbo w~rote
the earliest treatise on arithnmetic pub-
lisbied in Englnd dels witli cube root.
'l'le csaniiple in blis book shows al ver%,
coniplicated process of work, indeed,
nmuch more difficuit than our own way.
I-is book is said to possess great value.

'J'le posthumous work of John Napier
wvas publishied in 16 17, at Edinburghi. lu
this wvork Napier broughit out bis theory of
Logarithbms. 'l'le authior dlaims to hiave
invented Oie decimial p)oint, but tliis is dis-
puted by' DeMlorgan, wvho notes that
199 3-27 3 iS written 1(,9,-:2'7"3 -"' -Mu chI
discussion bias been bield as to %viho minro-
duced the decimial point. D)r. Peacock
maintains thant honor for Napier ; D e-

Mognsays Recorde used it four years
carlie:r. thai is in 16î 1c. But it is believed
that (3unter wlio wvas borti in i 581 did
more for its introduction than any othier.

Albert Girard wlho pubîiFlied a work at
Amisterdami in i 629, %%,as another writer
of consequence. le is reinarkable as
baving used the decimal point only once
tbrou.ghout bis book. Prcvious to the
use of this dividing poiz/, %vliicb separates
the decinial fraction froni the wboie rnm-
b)er, lines NYCre used Ilhus a-5 1 24 and even
35 124 and albi> -5 24. Girard also sulî-
stitutes the parenthesis for the vincuilum.

The second volume of a wvork publisbed
by Robert Fludd at Opp)enhleini inl 1619
treats of the tlzeoiogica/ finrcc (f numlcrs.

The first mnan to introduce tlle ex-
poient, thius : A 2 to rep)resent a x a was
D)escartes, a celebrcited Frencli meta phy-
siciani, wl'1o Iived iii the sevenîeentb cen-
tury. I-e 'vas flie inventor also of
Analytical Geonietry and devoted bis vast
genlus 10 Ille perfection of the inatlhemati-

clsc;ences
Engè land lias furnisbed bier share in ibie

developînent of this great science Robert
Record(: publishled il 1540 a celebr.aîcd
%-ork on Aritlimeîic. He %vas tbe irst to
introduce the signs of equality ( =). lic
gives the followinig reason for its use:
"And to avoid the tediotis repetition of

these %vords, 1 wilI setule, -as I .do often in
worke use, a p)air of parallel or gemiowe
bines of one length, thtus I=Jbecause no
2 thynges cani be more equialleY"

in 1583, -'Tîe NveIl-spring of science.
Wbich teacbes the perfect worke and
practice of Aritîhrueticke," wvas publislied

in London by A. Blaker. According to
this azithor ouly fractions can deal %vith
fractions, thus instead of mulîiplying 1. by

li e would divide by .
'l'lie carliest Englishi work on Book,

keceping %v-as wvrtten by john Mellis of
of London, iîî 1588. Its titie wvas :"A
brief instruction and nianer bovv Io keepe
bookes of Acconîpîs after the order of
Debitor and Creditor.

'l'le old rbynîe:

TIhurti nes liathl septelmber,
J\prill lune, and Noveinher,

1- eraie, it and m~entie atone,
AUl the rest thlirtie.iind one, ''

is fountd in a translation froni tbe Di)tcb
by \V. P. Th'is boo0k is entitled "lThe
Pl>atbway of Ktnoiledge," and appeared in
1596.

In bis IlKey 10 H tuton's Course', Mr.
iavies quotes tbe following wclil knowvn

ver.ýe which dates about 1540:

M ultiplication is mlie vexation,
Aill 1)ivision is pute ris bad;
Tli- Golden Rile is îny sîuinulling stu! C,
Alid 1'rictice drives nie uîd

The first wvork in Englisb containing
tables for comîpound interest wvas ivritten
in 161-, by Richard WVitte; lie uses
deciiinal fractions in this volume. ' "ihe
first biead rule by whicli the decimial trac-
tion of a £ is changed to shillings, etc,
wvas foruîulated by \Villiani Webster ln
1634.

"''li I-and-nîaid of Arithînetic " ap-
peared froni the pen of Nicbioias Hunt iii
163-. H-e blas. a niew% explanation of
'ldecinial Arithbmetic'" The following
is aul exalliple of somle of bis I ules wbîcil
wvere niostly wvritten in rbyrne:

*Add thont uipriglit, reservi every tonne»
Aund %vrite ilx. digils clown Ilaill illh îh>' p

*Stthîrict the lesscr froni the greit, nuîiiîg the rest
Or tell 10 hnrirow yoil ar- ever presscd
To Iîay wvlîaî borrowecl was, îinkiil i no paine
Blit Ilîonesîy redollîiîîîg Io îlîy ganteil."

A nionk nanîcd Gerbert, wvbo studied
iii Spain, and aftcrwards became Pope
Sylvester Il, was one of the niost extensive
'vriters on the subject of Aritbrnetic, arnd
it is clainucd by soine that lie introduced
the Arabic symbols into E urope. This
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