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taught the people, by a miost stern lesson,
howî foolish it was to engage in such an
unequal struggle. A few noied linglishi-
men about this time began to take songe
interest in the affairs of Irel.ind. They
began to think that there imust be suîiie-
thing radicafly wro.ig in tuie managenment of
Irish nmatiers. 'rhey could not o;herwise
account for the larg.e xîumîber of truly
pa riotic men who engaged iii tlie Fenian
si ruggle.

1Fromn the nmoment that Irishmcwn mian-
aged to awaken the minds of unprejudiced.
and disiiittrested Englishmien to the jus-
tice of their cause, a change ivas noticed.
John B3right, an eminent B3ritish Liberal,
visited Ireland, and "'as bariciueted at
Dublin by the leaders of the Rcpeal mnove-
mient iii that city. M1r. Bright lîad always
been friendly, towards 1rishiien in IParlia-
mient, but nov lie becamie more proiient
than ever as a champion of their cause.
Many of hiq party, however, liad been
life-long enleieis of the Irish people, and
particularly of tie Irish Catholics. But
they i..re noiw in oppo),sition), their raiks
were broken, and ail their hopes '%'ere foiled
by intestine dissentions, and they "'cre
beinz' made repent their former follies,
particularly RusseWls Ti'tles A~\ct. IMrC.
Bright saw in the demiands of the Catholics
of lreland an opportunity, not only of
doing justice to a much ivronged people,
but also a hope of becoming miost service-
able to his own party by offering theni a
ncwv 1 lalk for their platforni ---a plank
upon which their divided and iweakened
factions rnighit unite their ranks, and niake
a hopeful bid for p~ower, by an appeal to
the masses. How strictly correct his
views were miay be easily seen from w'hat
followed. I-is plan ivas f-avourably re-
ceived by a large section of the lberal
party. Bis %vere then iriîroduced into
Parliamient for tUeim upose of abolishing
certain objectionable forais of oaths re-
quired of Catholics ini lreland in every
p ctty position ini the land. 'lo tiese Uie
'F oi-y Governmnt offcred a sterti opîposi-

to.Other bis and resolutions, werebrouglît forwaýrd, and finaù-y the Churcli

turned to povcr. Tlhis great Liberal
leader introduced, and carried by a large
majority, a bill to disestablish the Irish
Cliurch). T1his was M'vr. Gladstone's first
.ureat nove on behiaîf of the JIrish people.
l'he Hou-se of Lords at first murnîured,
but at la:t consented to this nieasure, and
fini-,lly on July 26th, 1869 the Royal sanc-
tion ivas given. A hiol went up from the
" orange Niortlî," but it 'vas only a howl,
and ere long ail ivas quiet again.

This was the last act required to.-pre-
pare Uie way for the the grear miovement.
'l'lie constituitional experimicnt hiad been
successfully attempted by O'Connell ; this
w-as to forni the basis of the movemient
about to be inaugurated. Nexr the
Fenian struggle by its faiilure brouight flhc
niasses into tlie ranks of the Parliamientary
l)arty ; and.finally thî- Protestant portion
of the population, who, on accounit of tue
privileges enjoycd by their clîurch, liad
kept flieniselves apart froni the majority,
nowv, secing theniselves placed on an equal
footing with tlîeir fellow-countrymerî, and
having no longer- any'niotive for thwariung
their country's ams, joined hands %vith
ilheir Catholic brofliers, and tlîus hclpcd
to sw-ell flic ranks of tiiose who struggled
for national frecdom.

'li leaders of the différent parties of
the Irish people, recognizing the cause of
their iveaknciss, decided to make a move
towards reconciling all tlîeir différences,
and fornîing one compact wliole. For
tlîis iurpose a great meeting 'vas cal!ed in
Dublin, May' 19t01, 1870. For a wlîile the
various factions, tlîrouglî tlîeir representa-
tives liere, endeavoured to set forth con-
flictîng plans. At last a voice ivas lîeard
tiat clectrificd ail ; it ivas the voice of
Isaac Butt. I-is ivords were clîecred to
the ecîo ; his plan %'aq thie secret of
succcss. And liere 'vas laid down for thie
first tîîîie tie Home Euler's platform.
Butt ivas lîeîicefortli the recognized leader,
and justly mierired thîis lionour, for it ivas
lie whîo first gave l)erliianent unity to the
divided factions. 'Fli neîî leader ivas thie
won of a Protestant clergyniiian of the
E stablied Churci. 1-e 'vas cdu-
cated lin Tlrinity College, Dublin, ivas ad-
niitted to the bar iii '38, and bccînie a
Q.C. in '44. H-is fanîily, for generations
before lii, had been *1ory iii tlîeir polirîcal
views. liks hezi-t, wve are told> 'vas
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