AGRICULTURAL PROTECTING DUTY.

ny towsrds 1t,—no difference between thuse
who would furm the strength of its arnues in
case of war, and thuse who would form the
strength of 1ts enemies in such o case.  Ifths
be wise and just, the Canadian farmner cannot
see it, cannot understand why lus country and
his govesnment should place no mure value on
him and his interests, than on fureigners and
their interests, cannot concenve why he should
not be allowed the same fuvour here as other
countries give to their agriculturists,  Hence,
a strong desire prevads for placing Canadian
agriculture on a better foundation, by giving it
protection agawst the competitivn of foreign-
ers, and a free admission into the English mar-
kets, s the growth or manufacture of British
territory, lebour, and capital.

But in order to understand the questton, it is
necessary to take into consideration several
circumstances which affect Canadian agricul-
ture, and from which no legislation can relieve
it. Ifwe suppose that all that is wanted to
render our farmers uniformly prosperous, and
enable them to acquire wealth as easily as other
classes of the community, is to be done by act
of Parliament, we shall commit a weighty mis-
take, be doommed to see much of our lubour
fruitless, and be mortified by disappointment
where we expected the fruition of our hopes
ond desires. 'We must endeavour to ascertain
how far legislation can help us, and how far
we maust help ourselves, and how far time and
the general progress of the country must help
us, If we expend our efforts on what is im-
precticable or unattainable, we shall not only
lose our labour, but be prevented from pursuing
such. benefits as may be attained. In orderto
act with a just understanding of what the re-
sult of our efforts will be, we must investigate
the whole question closely, and take into ac-
count every fuct or circumstance that can
contribute to produce that result, or rodify it
in any degree whatever. To omitany element
essential to the calculation would be as fatal to
the result, as the ¢ mission of a figure in work-
ing & question in arithmetic would be. To
form a correct judgment we must omit nothing.

Canadion agriculture is subject to a disad-
vantage from the very circumstance which
forms one of its advantages, namely, the
cheapness of land, and consequent casiness
with which it may be acquired. From this
cause great numbers settle on land, and con-
tribute to swell the amount of its produce, but
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they are without the least power of controlling
that produce su us tu makeit most beneficial to
themselves, by tuking advantage of the state of
murhets, holding un when markets are low, and
sclling when they are high. In commercial
aftwurs this 18 anamportant power, and the man
who pussesses 1t will make roney when others
lose who have it not. Intrades or employ-
ments that require but Lttle or no capital, there
are always numerous cumpetitors, petty of
course, but ltving on the smallest gams, and
thercby kecping vut of thebusiness persons of
larger means and larger expenses. Among
these petty caupetitors there 1s no storing by,
or wating for better prices. Every article
that 19 made must be sold as fast as 1t 18 made,
and, to use a common pkrase, each one lives
« from hand to mouth.” This 18 too much the
case with our farmers, They cannot wait for
better prices, but must bring thewr produce to
market, fetch whatit may. Now when awhale
class are 1n this situation, that they have not
the least cuntrol over the prices at which they
shall self the products of thew ndustry, they
are not only subject 10 all 1ts rigour to the
general law of supply and demand, but are
utterly unable to guard against speculators who
combine to purchase the farmer’s produce at
very low rates, knowing that he is unable to
help himself.  Let us suppose 2 case 1n illug-
tration. A farmer goes mto a merchant’s
store, and asks the price of @ piece of cloth.—m
He 1s told, say, 19s. per yard. He thinks this
too high, and offers, say, 10s. No, says the
merchant, the cloth cost me more than that.—
I cannot afford 1t luwer than 15s., and if you
will not give that price you cannot have it at
all.  So far so good. The merchant has capis
tal, and he holds on to his goods rather than
sell them at ruinous prices.  Now reverse the
picture. The farmer has wheat for sale, and
he 1s asked the price. He answers, 4s; 6d.
per bushel, and he is oficred 3s.6d. He should
then be able to say,—No. It costs me more
than that to raiseit. I cannot afford my wheat
under 4s. 6d. per bushel, and if you will not
give that you cannot have it at all. Every
body knows that, how much soever s farmer
may wish to use these words, there is not onre
in a thousand in a situation to do so. On the
contrary, after much chaffering, and mepy
cxclamations against bad times and rujnous
prices, and many warm wishes that Parliement
would interfere for the farmer's benefit, ke is



