
AGRICULTURAL PROTECTING DUTY.

a»' towardsB it,-no diffierence betveen tlîu-c
who would furi the bt.rcngth of ide ariiiieb in
case of ivar, aîîd thuse wiîo iuuld foriii the
strengtb of its cnemies in such a ca.se. If tliti
be wise anid just, the Canadian fariner canîtut
See it, caninot understand %liy his cuuntry and
his go.ve imenzt should place no mure v~alue on
him and bis interests, than un fureiguers and
tbeir iterests, caunot conceino %hy lie âhuuld
flot bo elowed the saine fav our lierea s other
countries give te their ngriculturi.-ts. Hence,
a aFtong desire prevades for placing Canadian
agriculture on a botter foundation, by giving it
protection againet the cempetitiun of foreign-
ers, and a free admission into the Englith ier-
Yrts, es the growth or manufacture of I3ritith
territary, labour, and capital.

Buti ta rder ta understand the question, it is
uscessary to take juta consideration several
circuistances whicli affect Canadian ng(rictil-
turc, and fromn which no legislation can relieve
it. If we suppose that ail that is wvanted ta
render our fariners uniformly prosperous, and
enable theni tu acquire vwcalth as easily as other
classes of the comilnunity, je to be donc by act
of Parliainent, % e shall commit a wveighty mis-
take, bo dooîned te see înuch of our labour
fruitiess, and be mortified by disappoîntinent
where ive expected the fruition of our hopes
and desires. XVo must endecavour te, ascertain
howv fer legisiation can holp us, and how fer
we must help ourselves, and how far tiîne and
the general progrres cf the country must help
us. If we expend aur efforts on ivhat is in-
practicable or unattainable, wvo shall net only
lose our labour. but be preventcdl frein pursuing
suchbenefitsmsmay hoattained. In order te
act with ajust understanding cf wvbat the re-
suit of ouir efforts wvîll bc, wve muat investîgate
the ;vhole question clesely, anîd take jute ac-
counit every fact or circuinstance that can
contribute te produce that resuit, or mrodify it
in any degreew~hatevor. To omit any clement
essential te thc calculation w'ould bý- as fatal te
t.he result, as the cmission of a figure in -work-
ing a question in nithînetic would bce. To
form a correct judgment we mnust omit nething.

Caxiadian agriculture is subject to a dîsad-
vantage from the very circuirstance %% bich
forins one cf ifs nilvantages, naraely, the
cheapness; of land, and cansequent casines
with which. it may bie acquircil. From this
cause great numbers sottie on land, and con-
tribute to swell the anieunt of its produce, but

they are %% ithîuut the Iest po%%cr cf controuling
thiat produce su "s tu inake it îîo2t, beneficial tu
thtîîîbelves, by taking advantage of the state cf
inztrketz-, holding un whIen umarkets are low, and
selling wliien they are high. In commercial
aflàarb, thib iw an imiportant pow or, and thie man
%% ho pubseses it %vîll niake nzoncy when others
lose N% ho hav e tt nut. In trades or emplcy-
monts t bat requ ire but little or no capital, there
are a1wayb numerous cumpotitors, petty cf
course, buthlving on the sinallest gainsand
tliereby kceping uuit of thebusiness percans cf
largor ineaxis and larger expenses. Among
these putty cuuîp.titursi there îs no stormng by,
or %vaiting for better uîrices. Every article
t.hat is umade must bce sold as fuat as it la made,
and, te, use a comînon phrase, each one lives
tfrein hand ta rîîeuttb.* This is toc mach the

case with our farmers. They cannot wvait for
botter prîces, but must bring their produce to
rnarket, fetchwhat it may. Now ivhen awhcQle
class are iu this situation, that they have nlot
the least cuntrol over the priees at which they,
shall soli the products of thetr tndustxy, they
are net only subject an ail ifs rîgour te, the
genoral Iaw of bupply and domand, but~ are
utterly unable te guard against speculators w.ho
combine te purchase the farmer'a produce at
very lowv rates, knowing that ho is unable to
hclp hunse1f.ý Lot us suppose a case in illus*.
tration. A fariner goos into a merchn.s
store, and asks t.he price of a ptece of cloth.-.
Ile is told, say», 1.5s. per yard. He thînks this
tee high, and offers, say, los. No, says thQ
merchant, the cloth cost me more than that.-.
I cannot affeord it luwor than làs., and if you
will net give that price you cannot have it at
ail. Se far se good. The merchant has capý.
tal, and hoe holds on ta bis goods rather thau
zeli them, et ruous Prices. Now revems thq
pîcturo. The farmer has wheat for sale, and
ho i asked the prico. He ansvers, 4s; 6d,
per bushel, and hoe is offcred 5'se. 6d. H-e shoul4
thon ho able ta say,-No. It caste me more
than that te, rise if.. I cannot affozd my wheat
under 4s. 6d. per bushel, and if you wil net
give that you cannot have it at ail. Eve1y
body knows that, how much soover a fariner
may wish ta use these uverds, there is flot oi
iii a thousand in a situation te do se. On the
contriry, aftcr mcl chaffering, and. many
exclamations against bail tunes, and runc>u
prices, and many warm wishes that Parliaruent
wvould interfere for the farmer'e benefit, bc. ù;


