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in ftho samie way as ho wauld teit flic overseor
flint flio rations wone short. Eu quiotly pulled
bis gun front the loaphole, sayung;9 "I've only
ano more pill ta kcep aur skins hovol.W'l e
to trust ta Doctor."

Mat's dog Doctor was parti)- a Suiithficld and
partly a Ncivfouudiand. le had been traineci by
film ta ail kinci of tricks. Aniongst otllors, lie
repeatedly took writtcn messages ta the station
whien attacheci tu bis collar, and 1 prtsumed thim
was thoc abject Mat fend in viowr wlien refcrriiig
ta hlm as capàblcocf procuring relief.

IlMister, ci' yô tbunk you kmn rite a missage in
the dlark, or by the moanliglat, akun' the hands
a'. the Itamcstcad to coîuo thbis way ? No tinie to
loso; 1 sec the darkies dodgung round thic but.
Bill, knock away the 10w part of tlint rotten slab
bebuniiyour bunk. licre, Doctor 1"

Tho message was scravvled, andi fastened ta
Doctor's cullir iii hîttle less than a minute, atid
the noble, brute, ivho sucmii te know flic danger,
staod anxiously irembhing tilt the preparatioiîs
wcrc cnuipleted.

As I before stated, tbochbut staod close ta the
stream, and front the rear flio bank sloped i e-
ruptly tawvarda tbewator. The Amorican for fice
firsi fimie seemed, alfcctcd. When the moni fult
i.ader aur abats, thero was flot the slighiest
change perceptible ini bis vaîce; but tho fcw
words lie spoko ta lus dog wonc broken and as-
gularly sait. III be sworn thera wone toars ini
the man's cycs. Every-tbung bcbng nt lasi pre-
parcd, he spat on the dlog's muzzle, field bis bond
close tabis check for a moment sd then psessed
him quickly ont af theo]baie and away down the
sbelvung Unir.

We listened anxiously for a trne, andi thon
there arase a wild jabbering for a minute ithe
nexi instant wc detecteci a yclp of pain.

elMAy God," said 1 unvoluntarily,"I the Doctar's
spearcd."

tgNo, lie arn't, damn yci1" snapped Mat. de He's
jist toucbcd, an' no more. ll'l cda it."l

Illie must bo quick, then,"1 said Mr. S-;
fltie black dovils bave struck a ligbt somehiow,

aud tbey're going ta burn us out, Laak Pl
Our cyes were now irntcntly scaunung the

mavemonts cf the ravages ibraugh the littic
loopholes, and vie saw a flaming bmand whizzung
througb ibo air, andi scstcring sparks in ail
directions. IL fell an the stringy bark-roof
above cor hcads. A.nother and another came,
but it did not appoar ta us tlint any cf thorm hac
taken efl'ect.

By this time the black-iellows bad gathemcd
courage. Believing tint aur ammunition ivas
expended, many oi thora bad loft cover, and
migbt bo seen. flitting about like spectres. Thoy
baid kindled a firo some distance off, ani across
its glare shadaws were canstantly fatling.

Tho firebrauis won îhmown no langer,; sane
fmesh mo4e aiack was preparing. Our supense
continueci for a long period (nearly balf an
Ijour' ), duingvvhich tinoe not a word was spoken
by any oi us; aur .sole depondence was the
Doctor; and if blp diii not soon arrive, it was
certain we coulci id no escape frem.the dcmons
who wera trying te compass or destruction.

"Now, look sliclq whispored Mat. I sec
tir gain(,; tbey're gain' te give us lits. IIow's

tho moan ? wcht aback afifthc hut, I guess.
Bi..h stick your cabbage-troo on a pilîow, andi
hol it at thoc open wuudow wheni I tell yau. l'il
jist, go eut aud bld thera gaod.evening. Don't
bar the door after me, maisier, bnt 'ihen I show
them my.boels, open i. You 4ee wo cau'i spare
an.munitiouY

While speaking, Mat uubarrod the door buh
,t;hippeci out noiselcssly as ho concludci the soe-
tence,

Tbrough tho slabs ho said ta me:"I D'ye sec
that dive! with tee blazia' log? Wben lie gits
close te flie wattle, open the window«, and prop
np thoc pillow. Take caro cf thétir spears your-
self!

As siou as tee black-fellow cameo te the point
indicateci, I openeci tee long little shutter with
some nuris;ý andi heu nup tho dummy. In a
moment a dozen spears passeci tbrough the aper-
ture, andi I let the whndaw fall, as thaugh anc ef
ma was rhortallywounded.1

Thera wus a-wild about without. At Uàs tinie

icu black-follow who carriei the log iras wltbln
Ia fcw yards of tee but, andi 1 heard Mai pro-
Iparhng for his maova outaide. .Looking out ne
quickiy as 1 could, 1 haci just time, te se. lits tlU
figuro emerge beyond the shade, as the but-endi
of luis gun fult crashing on tbo uprotoctoci
heada ofhei fire-bearer. Tho door was apencil

as Mat turne i it requireci but ane or tire bouncis
ta tak, im ta thic docte but fic 8avageawere tae
quick for hlmi with their spears. lie staggored
throughuftbe cutrance, anii feUl just as ho clearei
tbe tiîreshold.

Il Cauglut in fthe tbigh, I gues, he exclaimed,
as he slovvly recaveroci bimacîf, and painfuily
struggled tathe îindow. IlDon't minci tee spear,"
ho remamked te, me as 1 spproaohed hlm: Idî's
botter as it is, till lielp cerne."1

IlIf il aven docs," teoaugbt L
The American's sortie, t believe, Lad rather a

disnstrcîîs effic4t for tee black-fellows seomed ta,
cneludo ai once tesnt or ammunîtion was aUl

exponded, anui teey tbrongoci round tee hut wits-
out caring te sholter theniselves.

Ini a short fine the enncklung cf flanxes on te
roof put an end te ail aur doubla. The but
was on tire, and thora was nathung leit for us
but an attemîpt ta dash out sud clear tee abori-
gines. I proposeciesbut Mr. S- vulc fot
try it without Mat, sud underncath tee blazing
raoff with ctuhbed guns, vo grimly awaitei flic
final attack. Tho American's rifle resteci in the
lcophclewboe Lehaci limttaken up bis position.

44Thee' tee worsi ai theni," Mat said, laaking
along bis wcspon, "lobas coming up wiiha logta
stave tee door. He'11 nover do i 11 and or test
bullet brougbi dova the ringlcader.

There was consternation anii a burrieci consul-
tation. After a lapse of about fivo minutes, teec
whole farce cf tee besiegers rushoci abrieking
on cur Uitle garrison. A mom.ýnt's surge out-
aide, andi tee door felt hack as Mr. S-'s gun
swung on tho crowding savages wite terrifie
force, ielting tira cf tue foremost ik uoxen. I
remember a wild struggle wiih aur gunsand
lisas. Mat andi tee squatter towereci aboya their
opponents tike giants, fightung with terrible
euergy. Twa black-fcllows hall foracei me te, the
graundi oue was shartening Lis grasp afifthc
spoar te drive, it through my body, irben 1 folt a
gush cf blood spauting over my face and chest
jusi as tee ravage feUl on me murtally wounded.
Thon I remembersburrab outside, sud the crack-
ing ai rifles.

IlTint vas a gooci bsck-bandcii blair, boss,"ssid Mat faintly i I guesa tee caak's gai amoîher
squoak. D'ye hear teai?7 Hoomay 1 Knowed the
Doctar I'd do it. Damn ye for a casai' said ho
with renovoci energy; take tlint ansd I beard
thic doit sound cf anoiher blair, and a low moan
af pain as the station-bands rushed ini.

Ma. was terribly gashed, but not mortslly
wounioci. Not saMr. S- Le faintedas Mai
spoke bis feir warda ai praiso.Wo wero ait convoyeci te tee home station.
Mr. S- wua burieil before ten3 weckwias cut.
Mat soon recoveroci; ho is now anc cf thc
wenîthiesi men in tee COIODY. I-voll, I bave, a
large sear acrosa my brest.

THE MISTLETOB.

ITS 91STORT AND UMYSS.'

T II mistleioe--an embleni of frioadsbip sud
socialthapp-inoss-is employedetOChristmas timeo

ta aunounce ta ait whom it nxay coucera that ani-
mosities are i an end, andi ibai pence andi gooci-
wili witb nil the wonici are te usher lin tee neir
year. The customno ci kissing uniier the miie-
tue" Ila vcry ancient, andi la foonieci on tee legend
ai Balder, sud Phoebus Apollo of Scadinavian
mytbalogy.

The tale sys that Balder once droanit a droam,
a dradful dreau. lo dresaxi bat the vas going
te due, andi was so frlghtened, teat ho starteci from,
bis bed, monoteci tee sitesi claud-steod, and
rode fol gallup te bis mothor. is mothoz>.
name was Fri'ga, tee Venus af Vaihalls, very
beautiful, sud kimiat cf-tee maitk ailove.

Whoa Pxiga he4nii tRie drearn, aise wau ne leua
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alarmeci thon ber son, sud lnstantly tehci ber bus-
bUnd, tee greai gad Odin, tLe Java ai norten
doithes. Wbaiwstale donc? Odinevidentiy
tbought thai tbe dream, cf goda dii nlot risc from,
Indigestion, but were sent by tLe Fates, as bluta
andi warninga cf whai wern going ta weayo iu te
web cf destiny. Sa Odin issuod bis royal ukase,
cm proclamation, eemmaauding *' cverytehng ihat
aprunga framflire, air, eartu, andi water,"1 teappear
withaut dclsy before Ms Serena Majesty ai
Valhalla.

Every troc sud river, every aone sud star,
every beasi sud bird, tee ai.- test stirs up the
gaies, the clouds that launch forth ligbtning,
the lireftest barns, tIse ses teant wrocks, sud ail
tie hast oi Iscaven oboyeci thse sommons. Thoe
migbiy Odin at on bis cloud-throne, iuder the
shade o aie mighty ash, tIse branches of wbieb,
as every ane knowa, caver thoc wbale universo.
Thse Riveraif Wisdom sud thse River of Forcknov..
ledgo floweci ai luis foot, and bu bis aboulions at
tee raven snd thse dove te wbisper in bis car,
irbouever bis godabip halteci la kuowieige. IL
was an awiol momnent, and no doubi overy living
teing irembleci as tee king ai goda cammanded,
tee assembly, au pain ai bis immortal vengeance,
tu do no barrm te a aingle fiair oi bis well-bcloved,
sonDixhdor. Loke iras there, tho spirit of wlcked-
ncss, irbose waa te empire of tIs ecarth; and
aid blind Rôdier teec Goci cf Deate aud Darkneas.
They>seard the injonction, and darei nlot disobey ;
but Loke, whc batoci Balder, casi uponL him a
moat malignaut oye, and resolved te, evado teec
injonction if it could passibly bic donc.

IL seoms test a cari. sud hanses eau b. driven
ibreugh a divine Act ai Parliament as ircll as
terough a hauan one, for Loke soaon fouud a
flain Odin's prohibition. Tho mlstletoe apriogs
nat "9from lire, uer yet freux air, ixar yet frome
carte, nor yei froux vater ;» i te a parasite, sud
grava an tLe aak or apple-trec, but its roafs
nover teucheci tee carte ; so tee mistlotoe was
flot callcd te tee Ilstorthng," and knew nothing
ci tee isjuuctiau. .

Thoeonviaus Lokle, baving rippeci freux an aid
oak a brauch ai the epiphyto, carrieci IL te bis
cave, and cut Jute, au arroir. Ho* dried IL bard
la the lireai faie, sud dippeci IL with tLe poison
ai is airu spittie; teon going te tee blinc god,
asked hlm te make a trial ai bis new voapen.

Hôder, ait unsuspeiug: as ho was, feUt tee nov
"4qoarrel ' I ad Loke, ptacing Iximx se, as to face
bis euomy, tolhi hm te set it te bis bow-astriug.
lie drew ftee bow as anly gais can iraw, sud
ahot. Twaug I weni the string, andi wbiz 1 wont
tee arroir, avifler tean teaught; it struck te
Pouce Gad, irbo instantly fell demi an the pave-
meut ai Vaihalta. The blaekness ai darness now
coveroci tee irbole world. Fonce was Idilleci by
tbe Goci ai War sud DeatL. Poes was killeci
tbrough tee instigation cf Wickeiiness. Peson
lu nteaven was na mare. Peace woul ci lierte
ou earth ne more. Balder was dead, and Laite
badl ouivitted Odi.

Friga vas inconsolable; tee goda andi goci-
desses movei about Valhalla like Niob*, ail
tears; tee tros vept gsi], the stas lu teir
courses wept; heaven andi carth would have licou
drowncd ln teara, if Balder cauhci not bave been
rostareci te lues. Bot vite the goda notelng fa
impossible, and tee spirit of vitaliiy was breaihed,
oce more iet bis nostrils.

The mistletoo 'vas now given la charge te
Friga, andi vas nover ta pass freont ber paver
"tt Li tenaheci teoecartis-Ihe empire af Lokee
Ne wouder, thon, tee Droids gatbereci IL se, care-
fuliy; sud yen wihi readily secewby IL la Suspend-
cd on aur ceilings, te place iL beoanci thse region
ofiLoke-the cnemy af lave and goodill

Odin nov made a icreo testta honte of mis-
ilte. abooh c hoahng ix Vaihahla, sud testt
whenovcr any ai tee gada or goddeasss passoci
uder it, a deity ai the opposIte sun sbould giro
the Irisa ai peace, sud this la how tee custeux ai
lclssiug under tbe mistlctee hall its arigiu.

This pretty fable is an allegary. At tee fait
ai tee year Balder dis-test ha, thebesuty ai ve-
getatian dies-and tee sun goes dovuvard te,
teec iower rogians ai tee world. Laite, the Spirit
ai Wiekeilncss, hnduccd Rôder, thse GodaofDeaib,
*tekiilteyear. -A11 Natoro mourus te1asa;
*but the goda revive tise ci, 1 yesr, tise sua la


