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I WAS calling upon two old ladies, sistoms, oae
day not, long~ ago, wiiù live togethes' in a cozy
littile home. Before 1 fiuîislied suy cadi, as

usuni, the convorsationi tunsed upon. the wcather.
'1'lipy found tho winter "lso tedious" tlsey toid]

31i0 and ionged for tise warni days agaia.
"lWinter wili soon bu 1.e, clicerfuliy

reiarked. Ilnext %veck will bmiîsg the first spring
imonitli."

Il priîsg, " eelsoed one ini dismay) I~l wy Maruli
is tise isîost disrgréeable nionth of the ye:i.."

I low I dread i)archi," said tise otiser, Il tihe
cold r-aw wissds, ugîs, I caui alinost feel tIses» iiov
Hioîv tlsey pesscù-ate cvery corner! " and se
drev lier tleecy wvraps msore closely togetlier and
looked iniserable in anticipation.

1 said a foew kind words in favor of tisis poor
abused tisonths; spoke of it as a tinte of promise ;
hinted at it being only tho 8hlort darkness before
thse dawn of tise fsirest seasun of tho year, and
rose to take îny leave.

Tisat evoning as 1 s.at beside niy owss briglît
grate fro 1 fel> to srusing.

I 'vs thlinking of the good tisne folks wasted in
grunibiing abosst tise weather; tliiiikii of a say-
ing I lîad ofiois lisard froin a dear old friond:
"lTat if people liad tise ssnking of i. Nve sisould
have queer weatier."

Ycars ago Flic iind curcd sie of tisis lad habiu
oi granibling I and said to liem osle very (lis-
agreeable, rainy (iUy. "lWhat aL drecadful dsty !"

anîd lier quiet, remnik Il 1 ani tisankfui for uny, iny
child," taughit a lesson not yet forgottesi.

AXs I sut tisuq, tsinkiisg anid watdlsisg tho
briglst coals tîsat oveninig, tIse Brownies, or .soine.
body as rsiystorious, brouglit is tîis littlo fancy,
and 1 wvill te-1ill. to yent, lit> don chlidresî

Motîser 'Yens' su.ood ini tise snidst of lier ton
clîildrers. Twvo othersj, lier eldcst sons, .Jania.ry
and Fcbruamyv, sîso liad s;ent to earth ini tl. à,
and 110w at was ab'out tiine for noisy, boisterous
Marci tu go.

Hlia sd packcd bis tlsirty.one days aînd strapped
thêi across ]lis sturdv sîsoulders and k.oked cager
for luis journey. Rise tother wvas speaking to Isini
theso parting words, IlYou bave tho hardest mis.
sion of ail, mnay :îoie, thse gre-at piles of snow still
iay thick upon earth, tbesc) have ail to bu iiielted
away, and it will take days and days of wvimd and
rain te do tisis, and soften and ci?aise tise frost-
bound soil iinderneats. You wvill often feel dis-
couraged, for wliion you hsaveo eerything in gIIod
order ansd your days growv briglst and nsiid as
April, tisat littie rogiie Jack Fro, .t wvill conte mlong
and freeze up tiglit ngain tise brook-lets you
iîsxo spt so snerriiy running, or a great 510w
Storm wili rage and partiy undo your bard wvork.

IlTso earth foik %viil flot hoglad te sec yots, evein
if you start off wvith somo of your warmcst. days,
you %vil) heur ou one sido 'M,Nizlibas cone iu
like a lansb but hoe will go out like a lioni,' or ' it
is ioveiy wvcatler but wc'll pay for this.'

IlTie people wviE grumblr,, niy son, but tise
trocs andi thse littie iiower m'ots will %welcon you,
for tlsoy know more tlian niest. mon tint 'vithout,
your snowing and biowing tlî'. wai suri ef April
iniglitsliWno in- vain?'

IlBut, mnotîser," protestcd Za[rch, w; ths a trou-
bled look, "w,.hy could J' not, acco-iipliai al] is
work witis sunny days, and warin w.inds and soft
tain.% 1

Il My boy," saidi Mother Yenr, Ilthese tliings
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are ordured ariglit.. Wero you to go to the earth in
the %vay youi Ray tise Ilowors ansd fruit blossoiss
'vould bo tenmptcd out beforo tîseir tinse, Jack
Frost Nvouid poîuce upon thein and think of thse
result.

"eGo sssy sont, brave Mamcli, so long as you do
your dluty, the- opinion of 0l- %vorld inatters little."

COUSIN MAUD.

By Mm-s WbpAicr.

LADY QUJEEN ANNE.

w 7E wvilI imagine fivo little girls engage(] in titis
Wpa, and their naines niay bce Fanny,

LyMary, Elion and Jane. A bail or
pisîcishion or soniethisî- of tihe kind having IŽoen
procured, 14anny ]caves ie mooin or bides bier face
lin a corner that she tuay not tee what ;s going on,
whiie lier cosnpanions range thensiselves ini a iw;
oaci conceaius both bauds under lier frock or
apron. Tite bail lias been given to Ellen, but ail
the others mnust likowise kecep tîsoir bands, undor
covor, as if they had it. Mohan aIl is roady,
Fanssv is desimed to coil.e forward, ond advaneing
in front of thse row, slle addresses anyoso site
pIeasos, for instance, Lucy, ini tihe followving
wvords-

"lLady Quctàen Amie elle sits in tise sunt
:a fnir as a lily, as brown as a buis,
$ho sends yoit threo letter3. and prays you'Il read onu."

Lucy.

F&sNsV.

"Icalussot '-tad -?%0
Umslts I ren &1.

Viil Thon.y, insas Lucy
Deliver thse ball."

Lucy, not liing tIse 0.10 w"ho lbus the bail, dis-
pînys bier esnpty liands ; and fiinisy finding tîsat
site lias gýuessed Nvrong roieg, and contes back
agasui M9 seuil ais site is calied. Site thon addresses
Mary in tise saisne 'tords, IlLady Qucen Anne,
etc.," but s'a is stili iniqtken, as Mary lias not tise
ball.

Next tinie rtnny accosts Elleni, and fsnds tse
is lio%*r iglit; Ellezi producing tihe bail from under
lier apro.

Ellen n3w~ goes osit, ansd Fianny takeos bier place
in the zow. Sosnetisnes tIse real isolder of the
bail] hîtpews to bc the flrst person addressed.

13UFF SAYS IBUFP TO ALL 5115 'MEN.

Tlhi, g-asn, lil'e many otisers, is mereli -i way
of collecting forfeits. Tise conspany are seated in
a circle; one holds a littie stick la lier lsand, and
says:

Buif ays but? to 8il hi$ mnis,
Ansd 1 saty buff te you agair;
l3ufl' sicitlher lauglîs lser 8muilas,
But carrnes Isis face
With a ver>' good sc,
Anîd passes his el te, tho vos-y next pince."

As sue concludos ste hlsods thse stick to tise one
asext lier, wlio zakes it andi repents tise saule, ndi
xe on in. succession. Those whio laugai or sanile
'vhile sayiasg it ajubt puy a forfeit.

TISE 131LLS OF' LONDON.

This sisouiti le played in a fildt or in tome place
wheme theme is iio danger of beiasg burt by falling.

Thse two tallest of the conspany join tiseir
hsan& asnd mai80 thein l4iîgl above thseir bsondi.
%vit' - e tise others, echd folding thse uki-t of th3
n:>o beforo lie.r, walk under ini procession. The
two tisat tire hsolding up tîscir hncI sing tmo fol-
low risynes:-

Orange a asd lomione,
Say' t'Çc belle of St. Clenise.'
Brickdîsst and tiles,
Say tlo belle of St., Giies;
You owo naso five fnrthins
'Say tha iselle of St. Mnrtits's;

wh'lon wvil1 youl piiy i 1
Say thse belle of Old Iiaîloy;
Whoîî 1 groiw rich,
Say tho belle of shorediteh
WVhet will that bu 1
say tihe belle of ý,topnoey
I do îlot kîîow,
Says theo groat bell of 13ov."

At theo lasst lino they suddcnly lowcer tisoir arns,
nd endeavor to catch onc of thoso thnt are puas-

ing undor. flavisg caci proviously fixed on a
nainse, for inst;ance, one Nutîneg, the othor Citiua-
mou, they elsk: their captive, whici elle clioose,
Nutsieg. or Cinnamon. Accordiîsgly silo "inaeri,
she is put behind 0>10 or the other. Mhon aI
liave beon eaught and p'iaood 'jehiud, those at
e.ici end join bîands, so as to esîcircle tho two in tho
sntiddio; and thoy mnust wvind round thesu tili they
get dloser atiki doser. Tho rîsyse, "Oranges and
lomons, etc.,»' is thson repeated ;and at the
,vord5,, IlGreat bell of 'Bow," thsoso in the ccntre
snust -ive a suddeit pusis, and extnicate tîseinsol vos
by tlirowing dowvri aIl the rest.

VIE PItUSSIAIN icXEiCISE.

AIl the children kneol downi in a rov, except
one wiso personates thse captain, and wvho ougît
to b a smart girl, anîd welI acquaintel witî tie
play, wvhichi is more divertin g wvien ail the oabers
are ignorant of it, excopt the otie at the head of
the Une. If the corporal, as this one is callcd,
does not knov the play, the captain must take
ier r.-ido and informn lier of tise tanner of con-
cluding it.

Whenall are roady, the captain stands in front
thse lino, and gives the word of cointrnand, tell-

in-g thiie always to do somnething that bas a
diverting or ludicious offect %vlien done by the
wvlolo company at tha saute inonlent.

For instan~e : the captain gives the word te
cough, an>d tisey mnust ail cou gh as loudly as pos-
sible. Tlscy niay ho ordcred to pull their own
bair; to pull t'seir own noses ; to iap their own
cheoks ; te clap their biands togetlier; to laugli
or do any ridiculous tiîing.

AIl, hiowever, inust bo doiie at once, and by the
whlole lino. the, corporal settin g the exanîple.
Finally thse captusin orders thein to Ilpresent."
Eachi then projccts forward 0>ne amni, holding it
out straighit before lier Thr. next comnand is to
"I re." Upon wlîicb t.ae corporal gives lier next
neigbibo -a sudden push, whlsi causes; lier to fait

aginst thse next, arnd in this, niainrte'hl
line is thrown -lown sidc.ways, one tunibing on
another. Thsis is rather a boisterous play, but it
cau lie inade voryV laughsîble, ..nd there noed be Doa
four of the chldren, get.ting- hurt if t.hey play on
the grass, or in a bay. fiold, or if* tbey takoe the
precaution of laying cushions, pillowvs, or somne-
t.bing soft nt the end of the linoe, te recoivo the
oine wvbo fails last; site being in the mnos danger.

THM LAIYEI.

This must be played by an odd number, as
soven, nine, cloyen, thirteen, that thoe inay bo
one to, personate thse la'vyer after al] tihe othors have
arrangcd themnseivos in pairs.

The e-àmpally mnust ho seated iu two rowvs, fixe-
ing Oaci> other, oac> girl taking for a partner the
one opposite. She wbo perfornis the lawvye-,%vniks
siotvly betwoeen the Elnes, addrossing a question to
whichover slîe pieuses. This quostbion nht not lio
answered by thc one to whotr it is addresed but
thse repiy must bce made by lier partner. If ste
inadvortcntly ansîvors for hersoi, site must puy a
forfoit; so also must hem partner, if shc forgots or
nosyiocts to answcr for lier cosnpanion.

March. M7.


