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THE COLLEGE Y. M. C. A.

(A brief sketchi of the Young Men's
Christ ian Association ini colieges nîay
prove of interest. It is a modern move-
nient. In coliege Ihistory it lias been far
froin the mile for coliegcs to bc rcmnark-
able for religious earncstness. In fact, it
is too truc that coliege life and irreligion
have been as.,ociated. Tlîrougliout Amier-
ica the past halu-century lias wîtnessed a
Christian i tov.Cenet in Colleges xvilîi af-
forcis cause for (levout thankfulness. The
first regulariy organ ziiiz.ed Christian socie-
tics, in the coiicges %verc organizd ini the
University of Virginia and tlic University
of Mcmanin the ycar 18,58. Thc nexi
t wem'.ty yeari,,s .\ tuie organization of about

ten.-iesocieties. Iii june, 1877, was
hieid the first Initercoliegiatte Convention of
the Young- ln's Christian Association.
At this convention twenty-one colieges
were represented. The Nvondcrful sprcad
of the niovenient cati bc rcaiizcd %vhen wve
Consider thiat iin 18-58 thecre wvere oniy twvo
religions societies in ail thie collegcs of
A nerica. a ndc thlai two year.s ago. in 1895,
four hundi(redl and sevenity-fivc associations,ý
wcre reported as being organiz.ed, wvith a

niemb-sh 1 )of 31<mOstudentýs. Surely,
wlhen wc consider the diflicuitics that 01p-
I>o!.e the' suiccessfui carrying forward of re-
i;gioîti. work, in colleges. and consider the

5t'esthiat lias up to the present attended
the inovenient, wve iîîsit believc that God
is ini the wvork. Tiiose whio bclieve tliat
titey sec in the vounig iiien's iiioveiict
ini colleges mie of the indications tltat the
1-eaivcnly King is niarshialling His forces
for a more carncst anid more widely ex-
tendcd conflict ivitlî the powvers of dark-
necss, sin and error tlian the wvorid lias yet
witnessccl, are sureiy not withiout reason
for indîtiging iii suicli a lhope.

M\any considerations niigltt bc urgcd as
reasotis wvly Christiatn students slioulde--
ter litartily into religious service in con-
ilection wvith our Y. ÏM. C. A. Associa-
tions, but space wvili tiot pcrmit nie to refer
to miore tit tlirce. It is a protectioni to
lthe Cihristiatn student. lcre is, I believe,
11o mtore dangerous tintie. ito tinte wvlicni

teilipltatioiis arc stroîtger and mtore subtie
thita (iuring coilege lufe. To sonie tiiere
are teiti)tations to pronoîtncedly imimoral
practices ;to sonie temtptatiomîs toward
skcpticisîi: to soine tenliptations towvard
thie satisfyiîîg of ,elfisli anmbitions, whlicli
resuits ini sonietlting vcry far rcîîîoved
froin lthe cîtitivating of tilat love tîtat seek--
eth not htcr oivn. The author of ail cvii is
lîut zlov to r-ecogîtiize nor tardy iii seizing
poinits of strategic importantce iii the great
mioral coiilhct betwvccn liglît and darkiess,
and as thie mioral conîditioni of tîtose wiio
leave coilege is alniost, ittvariabiy fixed, it
sliould not bc a natter of surprise tîitt
there arc initicirabie traps laid liere tîtat
liave iii the past caîtsed tue destruction of
matian a boy wvic, once gave promnise of a
gIood antd useful life. If our associa-tioîts
exert a i)rotective inlhieîicc, tîten tlîey
riglitiy ciaitti thte symîpatlty and support of
ail to wlioni Cliristianity meatîs the saine
as it did to St.Pauil, a wvrestiing not agiiîst
Ilesît an(I biood, but against ivickced spirits
ini licaveîilly places.

rThe second consideration is tlîat our
associatioti tenîds to keep before Chiristiant
students the uîiclianging trutit 'None of
us liveti unto Iiinîiself.'' I believe tiiere is
no0 tinie (dîtritig the %vlioie life of a coliege
stit(lCtt -Mient persolnai influence counts for
sci iucli. cithier for good or cvii, as durinig
tuie comparativeiy short tinte spemît at col-
lege, and yet no tritî is more easily lost
.iglit of thait tlîis. he close application
to study tîtat is required. anîd thte feeling
of irresoîtsibie freedoîti tîtat is associ-
ated witli life at coliege hiave a very strong
lend(eilci toivard causizîg a 11iait to, forget
thiat lus life, by an irrevocabie iaw, miust
be re-livcd ini tue lives of itis companioxis.
If liis life lias becti unselfisît and strong,
becatîse strcîîgtlîened by I-Iiîîî wvho cati
..streîigtii with ail nîiiglit," tiîat life wvill
lic rc-iived iii tce lives of luis intinmate
coiiipanioits, anid wlio can tell wliere tlîat
inlitemce wvill cease ? Mlilc on the otliir
lianci. if whvlc nanied by the sacred naine
of Chtristian. itis hife is mîarked by no
caritestîtess of purpose itor any of the


