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THE SETTLEMENT OF THE
MANITOBA SCHOOL
QUESTION

In our schoot days, we wer? won.
to hear an old fable about a moun-
tain, which was kept in tae throes of
lator for a long tim», and then -
brought forth a mouse. We cnld
ant help being reminsiad of this when
we read what has been called—
The Settlement of th: Manitoba Sclionl
Question.  For several yearvs this ques-
t'an has been pronanatly Lefor the
wublic: upon it turned the issue the
last election to the House of Com-
| mons at Ottawa; it has threatened,
on several occasions. to break up the
Canzdian Confederation: it has ;been
the great bone of contention between
the two leading political parties; and
" now it Is said to be settled. But
by whom? By the cabinet at Ot-
tawa and the ministers of the \Manitoba
- Legislature, ‘without any reference to

the Roman Catholic prelate, whoee

divcese s to be effected by the settle-
ment=—without the slightest consulta-
tion with the minority who have made
such a bold struggi-- for the wpiritual
education of their children. 1t seems
quite evident that from the very start
the Liberal government at Ottawa
never mean to do other than they have
done, and so we may well ask: “Why
all this delay? Why kecep the pro-
vince in suspense, when this was ail
the concession to be wmade? Some
people, who know no better, speak as
if the Roman Catholic minority had
ot more than they had any reason
to expect. The whole thing, as His
Grace of St. Boniface has put it, is
a miserable farce. The French Rom-
an Catholics. who have bLecenh in this
western country for many a day, and
the Angiican churchmen. who for near-
1y as long have been dning o noble work
for Manitoba and the Northwest, (both
of these working at a time when no
other Christian body was preparced to
do anything for the province)—they
have kept the country Christian: and
now, forsooth, men of gther creeds and
men of no creed at all, step in and
with an assurance which were worthy
of a Dbetter cause. demand that the
pioncers of Christianity in this great
wild west, shall take just what thesy
offer them, or do without. It is
Just like the self-conceft and selt-right-
cousness of @ certain class of people,
who consider themselves qualified to
set the whkole world right hy the nar-
row rulrs of their sect. We do not
blame His Grace of St. Boniface {f
he qQoer publicly announce that
the strife is lust commencing. Neo
earnest Roman Catholic could accept
such a settiement. hecause it i3 not
a settlement at all. It is not permis-
sion to teach their children the truths
of their faith for half an
hour or e¢ven an  houra day.
that will satisfy the Roman Catholic
minority: they want, and rightly so,
to surround their .-hildren all day lonw
and every day, with an atmosphere of
religion: they want not merely to im-
press upon their young people’s minds
certain important dogmas. but to so
fill them with a sense of the close
relationship that oucht.to exist ULe-
tween these dogmas and the conduct
of thelr cvervday lives. that they will
grow up Christian men and women.
Why cannot scparate schools and
public schools exist side by side aw

they do in some of the castern pro-
vinces, and in the oid country? We
think it quite within the scope of the
governmtent at Ottasa to demand that
the teachers of separate schools shate
undergo the same normal school train-
ing and pass the same standard of
examinations in secular knowledge as
do the teachers of the public schools.
Su far as secular education s cone-
cerned, we would have the Roman
Catholic schools subject te the same
inspection by government ofliciale as
takes place in the public schools.  We
would be quite prepared tv insist, in
Roman Catholic schools, on the same
amount of time bring devoted vvery
day to the course of instruction pres-
cribed by the education department
of the Dominion. Turther than this
we would not go.

The Roman Catholic minority
serve far more than they have got
in this so-called settlement. at tne
hands of the people of Canada: and.
if this Is not given now, a day will
come, and that at no very distant
date, when those In power wil see
the grievous mistake they have made in
divarcing the religiouz and the purely
secular in the education of the young.
Aye, and more than that, the day
will come when the Church of Eng-
land in Canada, and other religious
hodies as well, will find that the church
day school 1s the only thing that will
save the Dominlon from moral de-
vlension.  This is the experience of
England at the present moment: and
had the late Archbishop of Canter-
onury heen spared a -little longer, he
woitld have made a great effort to
oltain equal facilities for the carrying
on of church day-schools as for the
&chnois under the Board School Sys-
tem.
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Rural Deanery of Dufferin.

The vemi-annual Sunday School Con-
vention of the Rural Deanery of Duf-
ferin was held in Morden cn Tuesday
and Wednesday, Nov. 10 and 1i. The
main subject ¢f the fir;t sesslon was
the formstion of a Sunday School as-
sociation in afMiiation  with  the
Church of England Sunday School ln-~




