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overgrcvns. I l<iîow thera waîs rea coarse aiftermatiî upoi
fIo iil tîaat father avas anxieutî te haive put on flic étraw
berry bede, and scciug 'rhumaits go up thora with bis basket,
tied a scarf over my heaad, teok aiiother basket and wient ul
te liclp hua.

"lAs 1 passcd up the hlli I saw a man in thc highw.ay
speak to Lin. 1 liesitaated about geing on, but the man uaack
only a nmement's pause and tlieu wvent down thc bll and wvaE
sean ceucealed by a taira iii the laighway.

fi Wlio was tlaat, Thicnas?' I inquircd.
"cOh,) miss, it was a n frein the nilse, saaying tiaat my

brother bias 1usd a Laid fali on tic damn aud i8 bei Iewing foi
mie te cerne and see hum. is legs ara brokea cntirely.

cc i at wviIl yen do?)
"'I1 told the main 1 coaald net corn e te sec humi te-day-

but if I ment, miss, 1 would lie aure to lbe Lack by eleyon
o'clock, if net cailler.'

c Yeu may go, Tliemas, if your brother is biurt se Lad.
Papa wiii net Le away long.'

'i ' But, My Voung lady-'
"' cNover mind ne in saîcli a case as tbis.' I always mas

very tender-Lheartcd. 'Yo màay go, aadlIwill rua rigit back
te the bouse.?

ta Ha taiked a few minutes more, mas profuse in bis thianks
fer my kinduasa, aud thea started dowa for the city. 1 look
up the two, baskets and ment singinif te the bouse.

tgi sat an Leur by the open wiadcw, cnjuying iiîtensaly tbir,
bciug alone, andl the quiet baauty of this cool autuma even-
lng.

ilPcrbaps yon wiul monder at tbis,"1 and the dimples
plsyed areund ber pretty moutli, tgLut little birds werc ising-
iag a nav sang in aiy beart, and the quiet let me Lear the
sweat ecboas.

"iBut directiy I cbidad mysaif for baceming rathier care-
less, as the road was a tberoughfare, and a chance straggler
might surprise me. I arase, clesed my vindovi, and obeyiag
soe strange, impressive paver, I waîkaîl tbrough the ball
into, the library, took my fatber's kcy froua its accustonacd
place, unlocked tha dask, found the package of $5,000, and
placing it in My besoin, re-lochaîl thc deer andl returned ' te
the sittinq-reem. I did net ligbt a iaanp ;I Lad ne aecd ef
a fire, as that frein the kitchea stovu warmed the sitting-
roorn in tbis miid weather.

'c The bouse mas old-fashioaad, very, with a firepisce ia the
sitting.reorn epeniug up iute a chimney of caparity sufficient
for a fouadrY btack,. We Lad cheerful opea filics later on;,
but the bouse being an anccratrat pile, was gettiag semewblat
dilapidatud, sud the partition saparatiug t he flues la the large
chinncy Ladi falien lu. Men Lad beea seat out te, clear the
rubisan sd niake repairs, but tbc work, baîf doac, vas sus-
paadcd on accouat et the arrivaI ef Captais Bosweli sud this
important business affair.

cc 1 would Lave etijoyed inmensely te kindie n sparkling
fire in the Luge wide fireplace, but as aflairs werc 1 cotaid not.
Seo 1 nu'ted la darkneEs for icurs. 1 really took ne Load of
tino, until niy quick tar caughi the sound of a footfali ap-
proacbing, close up Io the doeîrtop, I c.ouid Lave takien my
oath. 1h was se ligît an aclie that 1 spraag te my feet,:
tbiakiug tLat iny Cousin Milly, absent iyhen my father
callcd, sud returning latar, Lad te couic down te stsy witL
me.

a'ci sprsng up with a sile te, answar lier kneck, aîbeit 1
mas a Lit jtaions et ber pretty face; but ne knock came, and
thc echees diad out, and altogether 1 concludcd I Lad de-

ceivedmyscîf in regard te th'Am. AayhiowI wouidiiht tho
- arnp. 1 did se, anad waas Ftartled to faaid it pai-t tea o'clock

1 1 tvas»sufficicntly aroused frorn my reverie to want a book
frein flic iibrary ehelves. 1 took up sny lamp and weat sing-
iu"g bio the room.

"if obtitined tho desired volume, stcpped deown from, the
aitool, and-

" cIf ever anyone foIt theinselves dying 1 did at that me-
mnent, My-Fong died on aay Ilips, wbile a tbousand tlauaag;bt8
gecrned to fia8hi into my mind in one instant. Invoiuntariiy
1 gas:pcd, and then with a strong eftort of the wiil power for
which 1 arn tamous, 1 took up the song again and sang it to
the close.

ccAmong otbcr things I rcmembcrcd that the lock %vas off
fthc library door for repairs. 1 rcarnbcred the latcness of
thle hour and the probability that ail the people were in bed
and aseep. 1 rem embered the fotstcps in the doeryatd, and
-there vias a fresh, pungent sinoli cf tobacco-sinoke lui tic
room. A sccnt of sinoke that was not la the ron whan I.
was there aud placed the package ef money in my besoin.

"cDo you mionder that my brain reeled and my hcart
stopped beating for an instant? Besides, wiioaver tha roliber
was, lae would soon begin work, flot kuowing how cariy my
father aud the Captain miglit return. And I should be
ie murdered. Somevibere within a féw yards or a fe'v feet of
me the robber assassin mas concealed-eitLer in the recess
bebind the., cabinet, or under the long, draped, papcr-strawn
table.

fiA faint scund outsida nearly made mna set down the
iamp; stili I Lad uncons;ciously left My firat soag and was
siniging

For bis bride a soldiar mon ber,
And a winning longuec Lad le.'

99I knew that temporary salvation-power and liberty to
Icave that roin, even-dependtd upen my nppearing uncon-
scious of the robber'sa proximity.

"iI got out of tha library and found myeaîf in the sitting-
roorn. A hasty g lance at the door showed the key absent
froua the lock.

"Treachery I
"I vionder that this new revelatien did net suffocate me.

The man on tbe hbhway-tbe injured brotber-Thernas Ladf
betrayed us. He had overbeard abolit the monay. A robber,
wvas in the bouse and another was outiade. My retreait
wouid Le caît off. How tbeugbts ran through rny mnd i
Hlo%' would tbey kill mea? Would 1 suifer long ? At this
instant 1 wia sure that: 1 heard a faint creak ini the libraty
door at tbe far end of tha long hall.

"iOne swift, dcspairing glanca around me, one ivild idea of
escape, and I extiaaguislîcd the li.ght upon .the table, and,
croucLi'ng in the fire.piace I re8tcd o foot upon the andiron,
aud swung eut tic ires crane, stepped tbe other foot upos the
ztrong support and rose up into tbe flue. l3omething tcucbed
iny bead. Tbaak God I It 'vas the rope vith wbich tha
dislodged brick Lad beeu hoisted eut. Grasping this carefully
wlth my bands 1 bLId mysaîf like a wedge in tbe opeaiug.
If I Lad envied large, iaoble-looking wornen before, 1 now
had reason te bc thanktul for my diminutive foim, and ninety
odd pouads of avoirdupels.

etI Lad littie tiine,.howaver, to think of aLything axcept
tLe imminent danger of knocking devin a fragment of brick or
mortar, sud thus dit3covering my biding-plsce. The dlock
began witb sonorous peals te, st rike cheveu. Under cover of
its ecbees there viaro quick, soft stepa ln tbe hall, snd ther


