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Suicide is Not Decath.

As a student of Theosophy and hu-
man nature I have been interested in
the discussion of the subject of self-
murder to which The World has given
2 place in its columns. The eloquent
agnostic, Col. Ingersoll, planted his
views in the ground with the roots of
them in the grave, giving the poor felo
de se nothing bevond the cold ex. h to
cheer him in bis act, save perhaps the
cowardly chance of escape, from res
vonsibility or pain, Those who, as Nym
Crinkle says, occupy themselves with
replying to Col. Ingersoll fall back on
the mere assertion that it is a sin to kill
the body in which the Lord saw fit to
confine a man. Neither of these views
is either satisfactory or scientific.

If suicide is to be approyed it can only
be on the grou.ad that the manis only a
body, which, being a clod, may well be
put out of its sufferings. From thisit
would be an easy stepto justify the kill-
ing of other bodies that wmay be in the
way, or old, or insane, or decrepit, or
vicious. Ferif themass of clay called
body is all that we are, if manisnota
<pirit unborn and changeless in essence,
then what wrong can there be in de-
stroying it when you own it, o» areit,
and how easy to find goud and sufficient
reason for disposing similarly of others?
The priest condemns suicide, but one
may be a Christian and yet hold the
opinion that a quick release from earth
brings possible heaven several years
nearer. The Christian is not deterred
from suicide by “any good reasons ad-
vanced in bis religion, but rather from
cowardice. Death, whenever natural or
forced. has become a terror, is named
*The King of Terrors.” This is because,
although a vague heaven is¢ offered on
the other side, life and death are so lit
tle nunderstood that men had rather bear
the ills they Lknow than fly to others
which are feared througl iguorance of
what those are. .

Suicide, like any other murder isa
sin because it is a sudden disturbance of
the harmony of the world. Itisasin
Lecanse it defeats nature. Natureexists
for the sake of the soul and for no other
reason, ithas the design, so to say. of
giving the soul expericuce and sclf-con-
sciousness. These can cnly be had by
means of a body through which the soul
coutes in contact with nature, and to
violently sever the connection before
tho natural tino defeats the aimof na.

ture, for the present ccmpelling her, by
her own slow processes, to restore the
task left unfinished. And as those pro-
cesses must go on through the soul that|
permitted the murder, more pain and
suffering must follow. !
And the disturbance of the general
harmony isa greater sin than most men
think. They consider themselvesalone,
as separate, as not connected with|
others. But theyare connected through-
out the whole world with all other souls
and mninds. A subtle, actual, powerful ,
band links them all together, and theind
stant one of all these millions disturb
the link the whole mass feels it by re
action through soul and mind, and can
only return to a normal state throngh b
painful adjustment. This adjustment
is on the unseen, but all-important,
planes of being in which the real ma
exists. Thus each murderer of self o
of another imposes on entire humanit_\,{
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an unjustifiable burden. From this in
Jjustice he cannot escape, for his body’s. §
death does not cut himoff from the rest{ }
it only places him, deprived him o
nature's instruments, in the clutch o
laws that are powerful and implacable
ceaseless in their operation and compul
sory in their deinands.

Suicide is a huge folly, because i
places the committer of it in an in
finitely worse position than he was ix
under the conditions from which he
foolishly hoped to escape. It is nof-
death. It is only a leaving of one welll
known house in familiar suryoundings t
gouinto a new place whero terror-ang °
despair alone have piace. It is but g
preliminary death done to the clay-:
which is put in the ‘‘cold embrace of .
the grave,” leaving the man himsel
naked and alive, but out of mortal lif
aud nut-in either heaven or hell. j

The Theosophist secs that man is ¢ 1™
comnptex being full of forces and facull I
tiex, which he uses in a body on earth
The body is only a part of his clothingt.
he himself lives also in other places. 1i:
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sleep he lives in oue, awakes in m{g-
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other, in thought in another. H{'{
is a threefuld being of body, soul mxt}}_‘
spirit. And this trinity can be divideq-;
aguin into its necessary soven coustd 3.
uents. Aud just as he is threefold, s"'.b"
alse is nature--material, psychical o;'f h?"
astral, and spivitual.  The material par} 00
of naturc governs the body, the pxyclnua‘, h

affects the soul and. the spirit lives il£4
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the spivitual, all being bound together _5};0'
Were we but bodies, wemight well couy: by
mit them to materini nature and thi |
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