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Suicide is Not Deatil.

As a student of Thoosopliy and bu.-
juan nature 1 have been interested in
the discussion of the subject of self -
nxurder to ivIlîîcl The Worid lias given
a place in its colujuns. The eloqueîît
agnostic, Col. Ingersoîl, planted his
views iii the ground with the roots of
tiieni in the grave, giving the poor felo
de se nothing beyond the cold eý, 5_ to
cheer hiiîî lu his act, save perliaps the
,cowardly chance of escape, froin res
ponsibility or pain. These wvlo, as Nyîn
Cýrinkie says, occupv tliemselves wvitli
replyingi- to Col. Ingersoll fail back on
the iniere assertion that it is a sin to kili
the body in which the Lord saw fit to
confine a man. Neither of these views
is eltlier satisfactorv or scientific.

If suicide is ta bo approy'ed it eau onily
be on the grou.id thnt the manî is only a
body, -whichi, beingzD, a clod, nîa-y well le
out ont of its sufferings. Froini this it
wvould le an easy step to justify the kill-
ing of other bodies that rnay be in the
wvay. or old, or insanle, or decrepit, or
;iîcious. For if thezîiass of cIay called
body is ail that wve are, if mnan is not a
èpirit unliorunad cliantigeless in essence,
thien what -%vrong eau tiiero le in de-
stroyiing it -w%,ieui yon own it, e'- are it,
aud hùNw easy te find goci( and sufficient
xeasen for dispuosiing, tsiiiarly of others?
The priest cendeis suicide, but one
xnay le a Christian anîd yet hiold the
opinion that a quick release froni earth
brings possible heaven severai vears
nîearer. The Christian la xîot deterred
fronil sulicide by *any -.e0( reasons ad -
vancedl ii bis religion, b)ut rather froin
cowardice. Deatli, -%vlienever ilntural or
forred. lias, becoîno( a terrc)r, is ninefl
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aithougli a vague liezaveni is ofiered on
the uther side, life aiud death are se lit
tie unidersroo)d that mniP lia(l rathé-r brai.
the ilus they Icnowv thani tly te athers
-%viicli are feared -tlirowygl inoranice of
what those ar*e.

Suicide, likie any other mlurder- is a
sin becauise it is a suddlen dist.ibanice of
thîe iarînony of the ,vcrl(l. It la a sin
becaiiqe i tdefeats nature. Na tutre e-xistz
for the salie cf the sul aîid fur no utilier
reazon, itiaîs the d'sqigin, so to say. of
giving the solul ixper-icce nnd sl-c

schusi~s.Theso eau, n lv le liai by
ineans o)f a body throu lwiclî tûe soul
conies lu contact wi tI natnre, and tqe f
violentîvr enc.r the ccînnection bifore
tho natur-d tilno defeats tIe aliin ef lia-
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ture, for tlio present ccnipelling- lier, by
lier owni slow processes, to restore tlîo
tasîr ]eft unfinisli-ad. And as those pro-;
cesses inust go on througli the soul that >
permittedl tIe iinurder, more pain andi
suffering niust follow.

Axid tue disturbance of tut" general
harrnony la a greater sin tlian inost inen
tliiiilt. They consider theinseives alorie,
as separate, as not conîiected with
others. B3ut tlieyare connected tliroug-li-
eut the Nvlioie Nvoyd wvith ail other seuls
and ininds. A subtle, actual, powerful
baud links thein ail together, and the lu-f
stant one of ail these millions disturb
tIe link the whole mass feels it bv re~
action tîrougli soul and mmiid, and eau
only return t0 et normal state througli a.,
painful adjustnient. Thiis adjustnien
ma on the unseen, but all-important,,
planes of being iii wliich tliA real xan
exists. Thuns eacli niurderer of self o
of another imposes on entire liumanit!
an iunjustifiable burdem. From, tlîis iný
justice lie cannot escape, for luis nody uýî.
deafli does îlot cut Ihlm off froin thies
if only places liaii, deprived hm o
nature's instruments, in the ci1utcli o
laws that are poverfui and imnplacable~
ceaseless lu their operation andi cempuli-
sory in their deuauids.

Suiicidle is a linge folly, because i~
places tue coiiiiitter of it in an inji
finiteiy worse position than, lie ;vas
under fIe conditions fronui w'hicli Il
foolishlly lîoped f0 escape. It is no
deafli. 't la only a leaving of oue well
kliNvwu liuse in familia-surroundings t
gO into a niew place -whero terrer- ai i
despair alone have place. If is but
l)reiiiiiumary death doue to the clv y
wvhiclî is put ini tIe '1cold enibrace o -

the grave,"- leaviug tlie man huunsel
iialed and aive, but out of -nertal lii
aud not-l in itiier hieavei or hl.

The Theosophist secs tInt mnail is e.
coiiipiex bein'r full of forces and facu~
ties, wvhicli lic uses ln a body on cartii
The body is oilly a part of Ilis clotl lin~4~
lie lîinseif lives aiso in other places. 1.
sleep lie lives iu oue, awakies ini al '
other, in thouglit la unotlier.
1$ a threefl beiiug of body, soiul tiit -el
spirit. And tliLs trinity cau be dividelJ
nga~in it, its iiecessrx steeî coust-ý t

u~ut.Auà *Just as lie is thrcefold.

istnl,.1: spiritnal. The znaiteriai pari -btl
of nature govermus tlîe body, flic ps-ychc 1 F
alfccts the weul and. tlic spirit live8 il
tIe sphritual, all being beundtoehr. 5
\Vere w-e but boadies, ýe uniglit wVell roi 1 ,
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