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To the Editor qf TuE CNDA FARMER '

Smn.-I am occasionally favoured, in a private
nanner, witi suggestions and information generally

more or less practical and important, in relation to
the condition of our agriculture and the improvement
of the farming community. The following letter was
received a short time sinco, and perbaps you will
give it, with a few remarks of my own, a place in
your usefil and widely circulated journal. Tho
vriter's name and address I am net authorized to

make publie. The letter is as follows:.--
Sm,-I have seen a number of Tour communica-

tions in Tun CÂ\D& FARmER, descriptive of the pro-
gress in agricultural matters in different parts of the
Province, and I think much that you have said both
truthful and judicious. But stranger though I be to
you, and in a very different walk of life, being a
practical farmner from carly youth, I respectfully beg
te suggest a few remarks frem my stand point, as an
interchange of ideas from those in very different
positions may be of mutual advantage sometimes.

Your correspondent, both from experience and oh-
servation, is of the opinion that the great drawback
to agriculture in Canada is the want of good, willing
workers, in the shape of ploughmen and dairy maids.
Of ail other classes ive scem to have a superabund-
ance already in this new country. The sreets of our
cities are hronged with idlers, nt every railway
station or wharf there are te h sen crowds upon
crowds who seem t0 have no Iawfail calling. But
look at the harvest field, and you will sec one man,
or it may be two, working to the very point of en-
durance. aud vbo arc thus made strangers to thejoys
of harvest as they should be, were ail to turn ont wbo
are able. The very few who bave to gather in the
fruits of the earth in America are so overtasked that
their spirits are broken, and their very countenances
assume a desponding cast, for they well know that
there are thousands in the country of cooks, chair-
rockers, niano players. novel readers, buggy ridera.
whiskey drinkers, visitors and pic-ie-crs, and an
endless variety of the non-productive classes, who by
o mean ill manage te get Ibe benefit of their

lionest industry.
Now, sir, vere cour publie teachers and agricultural

publications to cundeavour both by example and pre-
,cept to stir tip boili mcnasnd ivomen, ail mouka aud
.111 ages, to ak to farm vork according t0 ability.
your correspondent thinks it would do more good
than aIl that is written about chemistry and thee trata of rocks. As we learn both fron sacred and
profane history, busandry has always been con-
-idered thec most bonest, the most iusoful, the most
healthy and the most hionourable of ail employments,
while the merchants and money changers have been
termed a den of tlueves i su that it is difficult to
undersand how it is ln t'is country bat almost every
ycung lpe on seems to think it dcgrading te work on
a farm. In the course of your peregrinations
through the country, yuu must Olten have been struck:
with the disparity of the numbers iu the barvest field
aud of those arouund the farmner's table ; this 1 taite f0
ho a greater drawbick on farming ta America tian
the midge in the wbeat, or the weevil either. There
il mucl tAlk about education in t!iis age, but I often

suspect that there is a popular delusion upon what a
good cducatVcn realiy is. 1 can fiud plc.nty o! belpi
to read newspapcrs, but have to clean out the cow-
bouse nlonc. .I ind men % .ho can tell me the length
of the' Missisripp , bat çannot tell how far apart pe-
tato drills ought to bc, and women who can play on
the piano, but canr ot make a shirt, far less butter or
cheese,

As a very great number of our nigrating popula-
tohaebeen, for a Bliorter or longer time, tbe in']mates of boarding bouses or botels, it ls my impres-

sion that far too many boarding house manners are
now introduced into the private cirile of the farmer's
family--toQ many either for health or economy. We
ail know that lu a well conducted farming estab-
lishment there may bie an ample supply of all the
essential clements offood, and of the most genuine,
hcalthy, and nutritive kind, at all times; but in the
farmer's domnestic circle there can be no propriety
in imitating the five-dollar-a-week style of the hotel,
with ail the variety of disebs, the jinglo of crockery
and crystal, foreigu ingredients and eorthles con-

diments, which neither make blood, bone nor muscle,
but merci> act on the nervous system, and drain the
purse; wit1 the farmer, net perceiving how the
avails of bis labour are leaking out, la apt to blarie
the country, or the climate, or it may e the Canada
thistle. * * *

My correspondent ls maistaken If ho supposes that
from my stand point I bave been insensible ta the
ovils of which ho complains. On several aitting
occasions, I have acknowledged and deplored their
existence. Every one conversant with Canadian
society, rural or urban, must bave observed a grow-
ing tendency in our youth to avold as much as
possiblo the duties that involve bard and serions
work. In Ibis respect we arc not peculiar, as the
same habit of mind la equally evinced by our neigh-
bours on the other aide of the lines, and also, I dare
say, in various degrees, among the- people of other
countries.

I think, however, that my correspondent bas stated
the case in a manner somewhat one-sided and ex-
treme. While deploring the fact that too many yonng
people of both sexes sbow an indisposition to under-
take cbeerfully and in right earnest the Indispensable
duies of country life, I must say that, from a pretty
extensive acquaintance with Canada and its people,
I have good reason to hope tiat tbese evils, how-
ever serious, are not so extensive as the strong
language of my correspondent would indicato. I
bave becn the temporary Inmato of hindreds of
Canadian fariers' familles, and as regard&, industry
and domestic comfort, they will, I beliete; compare
net unfavourably with similar classes lu other
countries. The great error into which young men
In the country are liable ta fall, consista lu forming ri
low estimate of the pursuits of rural life, of net appre-
ciating the true worth and dignity of human labour,
and of indulgiùg In utopian expectations of the case
and attractious of life in cities, the inmates of wbich
gen1raly irk s bard, bodily or mentally, as do
the people of the country. It la a palpable mistake
to suppose that young men can rise in Ilfe, eitber in
professional or comme-cial pursuits iu cities, without
good natural talents accompanied by Indomitable
industry and perseverance. Among all the.,e classes
a -e te ho found men of the strictet probity nud un-
si llied honour.

To induce young people ln the ceuntry' te !eLow
th, pursuita of their fathera iu cuîtivating the soi,
th y must be imbued with a love of rural life, by
gr :dually opening thcir minds to the perceptior of
tli beauties and wondera ln nature by wuch they
an every day surrouuded. The should le tauglit
ho Ix b>' precept and example timut agricultire la the
moit important and bealthful of all industrial pur-
sui s, and that now-a-days it la as much a s,.ience as
snut. Just7as lhe mechau.- o agricuhluri advance
iii tie improvcmeut o! liplementi; sud maclîinca, flic
nmuecular drudgery of the farmer diminishes; and it
is impossible to set limita to the operations of these
ameliorating agencles. Farming for the future wvill
malte a grester dematnd on brain than muscle, and as
a business, intelligeutly conducted, will afford profits
eqial to the average of other pursuits.

lu journcyiug: tirugb tho country', Ibave cerlaill>
often hid to regret the evident unat of a safficient
nuiber of I willig morker" on fhe farta, nd ne
extensive labeur to irbicli a few bave ba!en couac.
quently subjected, particularly during harvest, when,
no doubt, the physical strength of many pople is
tried to aun extent tiar is ucompatible with mesîl
sud longevit>'. Ufider such circusustancea ilmuaI ho
admitted Ibat our agriculture cannot advance, arg)
ils profits muet bo seriously reduced. The only ad-
equate remedy I can sec to this state of things is a
constant sîream of immigration, sulgeieutly large te
mqet our annuali>' increasine, maufs. It la ta hoe
hop d that this vital subject wll receive the carliest
possiblo attention both from our general and local
legislatures.

Toronto, Dec., 1867. GEO. BUCKLAND.

lASn POwER STCMPrNo MAcMC.-Mr. Il. Y. Read
makes enquiryr.specting: a" Hand Power Stumping
Machine," mentioned in one of our iames in 1865, as
maufactured by Mesrs. Patterson & Bros., of Rich-
mond MI]. We have written to Messrs. Patterson
on the subject, but having received no reply, are led
t au ppose thaI the machine referred to la not now,
manu actured.

Flan' of a Barn,
A CORREsoDE.T, Mr. Whita, of Collingwood, bas'

sent us the following communication and plan, which'
we conaider of merit sufficlent te justify their publi-
cation:-

Threc pointe ahould b aimed at, in building a
barn.

First,-Room to mow away grain ; Second,-To
b able te mow the grain with as little labor as pos-
sible ; and Thir,--To securo as much convenience
as possible for threshing, storing away grain, and
preserving the straw and chaff for future use.

The following plan, whieh has been adopted In
building a barn for Mr. W. White, Collingwood
township, during the past summer; seems te combine
these requisites:
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A, b, c, d, 12 feet double doors ; e, f, g, barn floor :
h, b, mows ;1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,bins; 1, stoop ij,j, stables
with doors at o. The centre of the bins la mado
fast; the aides next the floor and the ends are made
with loose boards to alide in a grove, so that acces
can be had te any bin independent of the other.
With a barn about thirty feet wide the boxes in a
threshing machine will be about at e, or g, on the
floor, and by having the aides of the bins all up, a
person at x can take the boxes and empty tbem in
bins 1 or 2, putting in the ends y, 2, as they are
filled up, and so on the other four bins. To find the
capacity of a bin in busbels, multiply the number o!
cubie feet by 8 and cut off the right hand figure.
Thus, a bin 6 m 7, and eight feet deep, Is equal to
336 solid fet, which, multiplied by 8, gives 268.8 or
269 bushels. This rule allowà a trifie for waste.
When thresbing on one aide the chaff can be run
through on the other, and when one mow is empty
by baving the openings ut k, all the feed can be kept
lu the barn close to the doors for feeding out. 'lhe
granary is 8 feet high, and above it la a good sized
mow, also over tha doors and over the stables. The
barn floor is all slepered, and the mo.ws laid with
double inch boards, the rest of the floor with 2-inch
plank on inch boards. The top soil is al taken
away from under the barn, and plenty of rot left
for doge and cats as well as rats and mice.

The Divining Rod, for fillding out gGiti
able Places for Digging Woll&

To the EdUor f Tns CAnDI FAmER :
SaR,-You will perbaps be snrprised ut beigas1ed

for your opinion respecting the supposed virtue of a
amall bazel fork revolving in the bands of seemingly
gifted persons, over certain places ouly ; as in ihe
following case, wibcli lately came under my notice..

A young farmer leiding in the neigbbouring town-
slip of Roxborougb, being about te dig a rell, was
ut a 1oss to selecta suitable place, as several not very
successfal attempts bad previously been made te get
water. He wea advised by some of bis neighbours
te secure the services of a person who accidentally
happened to be in the neighbourhood, and was said
te be an adept. at finading out the daesired spot by
means of the divining rod. Having provlded himself
with the necessary prong, ho wo)ked Over the ground
In several directions, in parts of wbich the fork Was
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