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This lovely mother was, at a very early pieriod of her life, deeply and
seriously impressed wvith the importance of religion, and the arrows of
conviction were fastened in ber heart. 'M11y mother,' says she, 'sent
me Io the dancing-school, and I danced all imy coinvictionis aîcay !' As
she lived, so did sie die-without Christ iii the world."-1mi. M3ess.

NATURAL IISTORY.

No. I.

THE FELINE TRIBE.

Our first articles shall refer to a whole tribe, consisting of tlie
animals which arc grouped around the lion, and which is calledfeline,
fromfelis, the common cul, one of the ainaimals belonging 10 t he group
hest known to niaturalists iii this countr-. The tribe inlî!udes, likewise,
the tiger, the leopard, tie lynx, and many others. They belonig to
the order carnivora, that is,Jlesh-devourers ; and arc, anong quadr-
pe-ds (four-footeil beasts, what the eagle and falcon are among birds.
They are essentially carnivorous ; blut (unlike the dog, which will eat
cariion) they reject food that is putrid, and are, therefore, more fitted
for the work of wholesale slaughler. Their instinets and powers ad-
nirablv agreC together. Tleir frame is vin:orous, but active ; their
limbs are short, the joints well knit. but supple ; and every motion is
easy and graceful. They leap and bond witi astonishing velocity.
TIeir foot-fall is silent, as the feet are provided with elasiic pads,.:
namely, a large ball or cushion ; and one under each toe. The claws
are large, hooked, and sharp ; and, whben not in use, drawn vithin a
sheath, so as iot to be visible. Tlheir teeth, too, are altogethler fitted
for their iannîer of living. The muscles of their liibs possss von-
derful power, so that to dasl down lheir prey is an easy task. It lias
been said Iliat the Bengal tig-ei lias been kunown to fracture tlie skull
of a main with one stroke of bis paw. They possess, likewise, gruct
perfection of the several senses. Light: tins siense is very acute,
adapted for the nigbt as weil as the day. The eyes are placed ob-
liquely. (the iuman eyes are placed horizontall!.) and glare ii hie
dark. Indeed this glare is visible even during the day especially
whIien the animal is eiraged ; for the pupil dilates (enlarges) under
excitement. Hearing : jie sense of hearing is very fine and keen,
and the entire apparatus of the cars is adapted for iis. Snvéll: This
sense, also, is in great perfection ; and therefore the nostrils are com.
plicated. and well furnislied with nerves. At the same time, these
animals are not so distinguisled for scenting as the canine (the dog)
race. Taste TThis sense is not very refined. The tongue is rough
lIc the case of the commIon cat his is well kniown. Liois and figer
lick the boues of tlcir prey, to scrape off wiat particles of flesi iiay
remain on then. Peeling: -The ]ong bristles, called wlhiskers, ou
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