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been constructed into opposition, for noth-
ing else cou'd possibly be so interpreted. I
fenoy that mauy friends of theconsolidation
expected me here, ‘*with sword and spear,”
to fight them. In this they will be dis-
appoiated, for I am only trying to find a
thoroughly practical method of consolida-
tion. If that be found, then count me in
its favor—if not, then I am opposed to any
bungling work in that direction.

"I would not request the author and sup-
porters of the suggestion to show how the
two societies can operate advantageously,
i consolidated—the work to be accom-
plished by the united society, and how is it
tobedone. In short, to **show their hand,”
so that we may know what to expect.

So far, the Nationr] Bes-Keepers’ Union
has been a (fhenomenal success. It has
fought a good fizht ard come off victorious.
Jts opponents have been worthy of itssteel.
It has fought village, city and State legis-
lation against bee-ct lture—powers in high
and low places, and has wrung from the
highest courts of America, decisions in
favor of bee-keeping, which will be referred
to, as precedents, for generations to come.
In fact, it stands to-day without a peer—
aye, without an equal, as a ‘“‘rock of de-
fence”for the pursuis, supporting it against
the assaults of ignorance. envy and preju-
dice. in every State and Province in North
America.

Is it t0 much, them to demand that our
constitutional rights be respected, in giving
to each member a full and free vote, on the
question of uniting its fortunes with any
other society on the glo%? Is it not my
duty to demand that it shall be shown how
the combination can he effected and operat-
ed without crippling its efficiency ; abridg-
ing the rightsand privileges of its members
to manage its own affairs, and at tha same
to maintain its prosperity and perpetuity ?

It must be stated that the Bes-Keepers’
Union was created to do a distinct work—
to defend bee-keepers in the enjoyment of
their just and legal rights. This it has
done, is now doing, and doubtless will con-
tinue to do, to the entire satisfaction of its
members , to the honor of the pursuit, and
to the admiration ~f just and honorable
man the world ovaer, Anything, therefore,
which may cripple its efficiency, or prevent
further triumphs, will be universally de-
plored, and must be obviated. )

In advance of any action at this conven-
tion, it is but just and right to ascertain
the thoughts and feslings of the members
of both societies. Ons prominent member
of both organizations wrote to me thus:

**Why unite? There will be antagonism
at once. I trust that the Union, which
heretofore has done the work, will stay by
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itself, and on its own lines do the wo-k
it was created to do, without regard to the
Association. which also had its oswn spec al
work to do.”

Out of the many letters received by the
general manager, from members of he
National Bee-Keepers' Union, not one hag
been fuvorable to the consolidation, uxrept
possibly one from an editor of & bee-periodi-
cal. From a very emphatic one. let me
quote a portion to show the intense feeling
of the writer on the proposed consolidat.on,
He says:

“*I notice that there is a general desire for
an expression of opinion as to the desira.
bility of uniting the North American Bee.
Keepeps’ Association and the National Bes-
Keepers: Union. Well my vote is—No!
No!! No!!! There might bs mang
reasons brought forward against the con
solidation, but one only seems strong
enough to condemn it. The North Amen:
can should first make itself a rapresentative
body—show that it has a spark of inherent
vitality to contribute to the combination.”

Thesp letters can, of course, only exhibit §
individual views and feeling. but they come
from membars who have paid their money
for dues, and must be considered. They
have each a *voice” as well as a **vote.”

Kespers’ Union, to provide for annual con-
ventions, and thus to gather in its fold all
ths bee-keepers of America—I can ses no
objection to that method of consolidation.
for the Bee Teopers’ Union has shown it 8%
self to be strong and powerfal, and able &
cope with the Oﬁposition. It possesses in-
herent vitality. has from four toeight time
as many members as the North American,
and carries a good bank balance, and ha
won the right to exist. Itis in good work
ing otder, and has a glorious future befor
it, .

But here again my pride is challengel
Why let the old mother society die ¥ Afty}
a quarter if a century’s work. it has earn
the right to a permanent place among
institutions of earth. Why not make
other desperate effort to form the Nor
American Bes-Keepors’ Association inte
representative body ? Lrue repeated effor
have not accomplished this in the pas
Say not that they were failures—call &
one but 2 delay, aad make another effo
1f a glorious work is before us, le- no ¢
ever use the word *‘failure.”

When Cardinal Richelieu desired to
& messenger on a difficult mission
recover some important papers, and g
instructed him accordingly, the you 3%
hesitatingly exclaimed : “If I shouid fall



