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Twenty-flre Days in Ratchlng.

on the 9th of Apr.l we put two settings of eggs
under two bans at the same hour. Où the moru-
ing of the twenty.first day thereafter there were
nine lively chickens under one hen, but no signe
of hatcb-:. ajader the other. The eggs were tried
In a pan of water at blood heat, and life was found
in three. These were returned to the lien, and
on the 4th of May two strong chickens came out,
and one smother.ed in the shell. The difference in
the temperature of the two hens was very percep-
tible. The one that brought out the nine chickens

from Mr. Ciarles Sketchly, the g antlemanly super-
intendent:

Twenty-two ostriches were brought lera last
year from Sonth Africa. One of the number was
accidentally killed, but the others have thriven
well, and are to ail appearances thorouighly acch-
mated. Five of the hens did not produce eggs
during the year, while the other six laid in ail 302.
Experiments were made with different incubators,
blt in no instance was a chicken hatched from the
shell. This fact is thus explained: A hn ostrich
lays ber first egg when she le four years old, but
these e a nevr ath na thanvra unriN ze nd

1

was In best condition when set, and much warmer lack fertility. The first yar ggs wigh from ¾
than the other. Both attended closely te the eggs. to 2 pound, wvhile the fully devloped eggs of
TI'here was no difi'erence i the eggs in th t wo the fifth and later years weigh from 3j to 4 pounds.
nets, as both sittings were received i the same The birds Uve to % great age, se greant that their
basket froni %he same yards, and were not in any i oflife has
way sulected when set. Tfli neste wure exactly ni f ,é a notyet bepn deterxiiiad, andsevcr-
wlleaney l d whe set. The nests wner e al well autlenticated instances are known where
the same, and placed side by sida. in every ris- they are still breeding, although more than one
p)ect the conditions were the same l both cases' hundred years old. Strange to say no distinctive

This tanches two lessons: First, that the failre marks have been discovered by which their age

T h is each et o l s s n s : F i rst, a t th fvita lity can b e d ecid ed , an d th ere is n o a p p aren t d iff run ce
to hatch es nort always caused by ant f i ta in the appearance of birds that are four or forty
ln th eu ggs, nor close attention to duty by the lheu', years of age. The comapany clainr that te this fact
but mnay be caused by physical incapacity on her is due tie gnexpectedly poor reulit of their first
part ; and second, that we shouild not give up hope ye expe t Th or rer, fr whom
if chickens do not appear on the twenty-first day, years experim rnt. The ostri farner, fro tehom
bout tust the eggs and uiake sure tiat fiacre is no thu.y bouglit tla"ir l-irds, guarantccd ail of tlheni tn

lifé before they are givaen up. Egg that hava be eight years or over, while it is now clearly
lie tong beforiare given toEg that have proven that not one of the liens exceeded four
beedon kept lon bfiore bte five to the bhen years, while nearly lalf of them were only threu
seo ha n A hyear olds. The latter have just commenced to lay
undier tie hen twenty-une days, if there is a par-

tiele of life in tien it will appear if they are al-
lowed to swin in a pan of watcr hleatel to 102 de-
grecs.

Ostrilch Farning in California.

Editor Revie>w.
In accordancu with my promise I will now

endeavor to give you a few pciats on ostrich farm-
ing, as conducted in this State, on the first ostrich
farm established on this continent. As nany of
vour read.-rs know, I have nearly ail rny life been
a breed -r of the diminutive Game Bantams, and
about them the most of my previous writing have
been. It is quite a transition froni theo ·to the
largest of the f athered tribu; however. I wilil do
my best.

Lraving the dust and noise of Los Angeles, I
with three friends, after a drive 'of twenty-fivc
miles through a country which la beautifully laid
out, and being improved and beautifi:-d every year,
past vipeyards, - 'nge and lemon groves, at last
arrived at Anahein. After having our horses ta-
ken care of, and our hungry appetites appeased,
we took a walk over to th( experimental ostrich
farm, where I gleaned the following information

their first eggs, while their older sisters have pro-
duced during ie past month a number of eggs,
froni which a crop of chicks is confidently expect-
cd. Hens average sixty eggs apiece per annum,
and the officers of the conpany are confident that
by the close of the season there will bu a breod of
not less than 300 chicks on the Anaheim farm.
About one third of the chickens vill be sold to
meet running e:-penses, and orders for ail that eau
bu spared are already in the hands of the superin-
tendent. Almost ail these orders are fron farnmers
in the southern part of the State. AIl of the
chickens wonid be kept on the home farm, were it
not for the fact that the company desires to avoid
anything in the shape of an assessment. TIe
p.esent status of the concern is as follows:
No one las been drawn ipon for funds since the
original $30,000 was paid in, and it je claimed that
the institution will be, from this time on, self-sus-
taining.

The farm includes 200> acres, upon which suit-
able buildings hav;e been erected and other noces
sary improvements made, and 00 acres of whicl
are planted in alfalfia. It le asserted that on the
produce of this huidred acres in alfalfa not less
than 1,000 ostriches can be nept, which round


