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Having a very lively recolleotion of selling wheat at ten
chilliogs and sixpence sterliog a bushel, I must confess to a

certain

penchant for this cereal. I know very well thst in

. 4bis provineo it is gencrally regarded as an unprofitable orop.
In faot, very fow habitans sow more wheat th'l:xn is uecessaxx')y
to_supply their families with flour, and. according to their
lights, they-are, perhaps, not wropg. You may play tricks

with oatg,

but wheat must be treated oarcfully; and, in order

to succed with it, the natare and compositi~n of the grain;
its habit of growth ; and the demands it makes upon the soil,

must be thoronghly understood,

Although it may be difiounlt in some eases to account for
the origin of those eereal grasses which afford us our diffs-
rent sorts of graiun, there ocan be no difficulty in arriving at
the conolusion that the grain-orops we cultivate are deriva-
tives from differcnt species of wild grasses, produced and
maintained by judicions oultivation and seleotion.

Now, 2s the grain-crops, which are generally grown here are
wheat, rye barley, and oats, I purposs to begin this essay with
a few notes on their origin, and, then, I shall proceed to
treat more fully of the more immediate eubject of the article.

LIST OF GRAIN.CRUPS
(a) SPIKES PWO-ROWED. .

1. Triticum vulgare (common wheat),
2. Hordeum distichwin (two-rowed barley).
3. Secale cereale (xye).

(b) SPIKES PANICULATE OR DIFFUSE.

4. Avena sativa (common oat).

Now these four forms of grain are here classificd under
the names given to the cultivated varieties, but, I shall try
to give sn idea of their origin, as far as it has heen ascer-
tained. I avpend the following list of the Generd whence our
grain species have been derived : . )

WILD NAME, OULTIVATED OR CEREAL NAME.

1. ABgilops ovata. Triticum vulgare.~Wheat com-
mon to the South of Europe.
2. Hordeum hexastichum. Hordeum distichum.—Two cor

six-rowed barley, Native coun-
- try doubtfal, - o
3. Secale cereale Secale cereale.—~Wild rye. Found
wild on the Crimean hills,
Avena fatua,—Wild oat. Common
to Southera Europs.

4. Avena fatua.



