33

THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE.

FrBruary 1,

oftforts of man.  But, once arnved at
Lake St John, nothing wild, oven an
the solitary  depths  of the bush,
appears ; the aspoet, :tl\vu_\a sweet,
stuthng atd sovene, of thie singular
country  bears the muns of beng
prafestinated tor a happy lot,

The Canadan parishes mre alveady
more or less developed ©ovda the
sonth, the east, and the westot the hurlo
Land locked ocean; the north, narth
cant, und the north west awnit  the
colomist. Thie latter part w by tae the
tinest, the land 1x better and more open

The circumference ot the  fake
would he a pretiy vegular ardle, were
1t not for a great indentation towards
the north-west . a sott of gult, which,
from Pointe Bleue, on one side, to
Pomte a Lavanne, on the other, thiust
ing atselt deeply and then  curving
lightly into the fand. goes to meet the
three nujestic Ottawse that caviy ints
it the wators ot the noith: the Cha-
mouchounne, lowmg fiom the nordh.
west, the Mistasant ttom the north,
and the Permbouka, from the north-
east  ltisat the moath ot the last that
lies the land you wsked me to explore
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At rew Jeagies from ats mouth
tho course ot the Perthonka. makiga
haltturn to the right, no lonser directs
itself, aftor leaving this bend, in any
other dyrecthion but from east to west
running almost parallel to the north
bank of the lake. soas to form a lovely
pemnsul, about 16 to 17 mles long,
and, in Lreadih, trom an avpent at s
lower extremuty. to 6 or 7 mules, at
the other and. Thw peninsula now
consttuates the Canton Tarllm,

Then, at its very mouth, the Pen
honka recerves the waters ot a lesser
sttenmm to which itevesits on nname,
1t is called the little Peribonka.  And
a3 this younger branch lows also from
the north. but in a ~traueht course. it
concurs, by 1t~ junction with its elder
sister, in forming, in enclostng another
piece of land, a more or less regular
square, which 1t bounds on the west.
while the right bank of the geater
Penbonka bounds 1t on the cast and
the routh. At this ~pot, oppusite
Taillon on the other bank, is the
cunon Dalmas, ten  miles long by
nine broad, the finest canton not
only of the counties ot Chicoutimi aud
Lake =t. Joha, but ot the whole pro
vince  Were 1t not forthe furest with
which it 1~ covered, the eye, at o
glance. could embrace itsentive surfuce
so level and unbioken is its appenr-
ance,  The sichness of it mould
cannot be exceeded; it is inexhius
tible; here, a yellow clay, there, o
loam | thete, stronger s, rarely
sandy. butaiways friable and granubu
tat and unctuous, casily kneaded intoa
Jlump by the hand. Themable silevery
whers rests, imuscdiately or othawise.
an on unf homavle depomit of citha
blae clay or of clay-mart,  All along
the Greater Peribonka, the banks,
wsually 15 to 20 fect high. rhow this
blue clay, this marl.whose ~edimentary
superposed layers ~itk into the water.
and under the sandy shallows that
cover the bed of the river,

With the siwene subsoil. the plough
surface is of still finer quality on the
banks of the hittle Peribonka, whose
shores, though in rome places low
cnough Lo be coveted by the spring
fieshets, after the waters have fallen.
yield abundant crops of an excellent
wild-hay, much to he appreciated by
the cattle of the future colonist,

La Morot, an atluent of the Lattle
Peribonksa, flows out of. ax nearly out

of, the division-line of the Zndand 3i1d

range, after having cut aslant the 3id,
4th, 5th, etc, ranges of this canton,
which it completely drains, thanks to

its forke, its arms, and its brooks,,of the Peribonks, and near the month! 11 actes make 13 arpents, nearly. Ed

which are almost antinite an number.
and whose net work extends in all
directtons 1t never loods, Tes bed s
a dayer of sttt dlay that the current
has yohished hlke o mrtor aad whoee
~sider crowned  with o thaek hed ot
Joam mixed with alluved detritus an't
humus rise lom 5 o J0 or even 1D
feet above the nver. Nothing moe
fovely than the vegetation that coners
them can be <een

Oui canoe managed 19 ascend this
httde niver fin about 3 mdes, and then
penctiated into the very heart of the
canton Herey are the trees we saw
trom . far: gaeat, ottty white bneh,
black buveh, vlms, ash, sproce, s o
tew pines, cypress otes The under
wood is often ampenetrable: trees,
wild currants and gooseborrnes sumaes,

horn beam yalroery el wood  dwaind
box  perenmally  green, wild hops,
ote, a shiabbery ot bushes In the

mdst of all this grows the wild hay

Besidde the Moot ad s iy o’
hy dreanhie collectors. ittde atreans that
in the deannge of Dadmas, it
happens that thns canton 18 w0 well
draed thatoan spite of ats bovel sut-
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tuce, very few marshes or wet lawds

wre met with, such ocenpy  the
witenior of the other cantons of' the
came region, that areaimost as lnghly
farvoured as to thewr soil:as level as
Dalmas. but not provaded  with as
many natural condmits. Tho only two

"=

wasshes  of Dalmas extend,  one
towards dots 42 and 43 of the 1nd

vange, the other o lots o part of lots
7,8 Wand 16 of the VI range. They
can be castly  dratned. Their sl
consists of i eouch of black earth over
pretty strong ~oil 1esting on the 1m
mense bank of elay alieady mentioned.,

In the IVUD mnge, not tar fiom the
Moror between lots 26 and 33, extends
A bewver-mendow, nearly 20 mles
square, in which wild-hay as hgh as
the ~houller v mown by armfuls

The Vih, VIth. VIIth and 1X ranges
are probably those which will please
the settler most. His plough will
work there vastly i deep lowmy =il
withont  nmeeting anv  impediments,
and there s not wstone ;) not even the
tiniest one

Atmost as mueh may be said of the
other parts of this eanten, Tho only
tochs that there are in Dalmas, are
met with in the south east angle of
the towaship, at the spot whene the
Great Pentbonka, ~ix nales from s
mouth and navigable ap to that pout,
crosses the st falls. The parts of
the lots that endlose this angle wre
naturably ~andy

Fouo  miles below  the  falls, the
shotes (fFeors) that are higber here,
display another sandy spot, oft <hight
extent, occupying a width of «~ix or
seven fots, belund which is situated
the smull marsh of the «ccond range
Between the bed of satd and the geat
couch of clay on which it rests, burat
forth tiny subterraneous strears that
can have their ~ourco 1in no other
placo than the mareh. Pray do not
fancy that these two ~andy lots in a
sea of loamy soil are stenle. They are
just as U gor cropping as the same
kind of soil, which in this provinee
often composes wholo parishes  \ye
not the Belgian farms, »o fertile
beeause they are ~o well euluivated, in
great part composed of sand, too ?

So the canton of Dalmas comprises
nearly 600 lots, all low-lying without
exception, and nineteen-twentioths of
them ave of superior quality — extra

good.
1.

As you are awaro. only three of
these lots are occupied by aesident
settlers. These are: in tho south-west
corner of the township, on thoe banks

. whon 1t does blow, it is ax soothing

i
of tho Little Pertbonka and not far}and they are situated at a lew elova
from the sido of the Jake . lots % and|tion, Tho banks of tho lake seemed
10 occupred by Mr. B, AL Seott’sito me mach inferor, the surface being
farmer, and lot 11, the vesidence of [ light thorethe timbor feeble in growth,
the entreprising M, Milot, pand the bed of sand wineh covers thas
On the scott tarm, this season, the clay pethaps rather too deep,  The
thisd  of an arpent  yielded  300]ntorior, thanks to the absolute level
hu=hels of potatoes | all byg ones, too ! of this spot not bemg conveniontly
1063 hushels, - 28 tons to the a-re ! 1 1) drainable, has on it neither timbor nou
Last October, while tho erop w:m?lmy, and looks hke what the Russinn
berng ot in, Mr. Beemer went towsse eall o steppe,” the poople of Luke St
the turm, and when ho saw  this Johneallit thesavanne, 1. o, marsh, It
monstions ¢roy of tibors tilling the inalargespacecovored with asoft, thick
dills, he fancied they wore tiyving to  upet ofradimentary plants,cryptoga
play a trick on him.” In order o con=! mes, probably of the family of the {yeo
vinee b, and to prove that they had ' podia, actually luding the soil, in which
not  previously  poured  pals tul of the foot sinks and gets o ~onked, that
potitoes mio a tow duills, they wera it seems as af ono were walking over
. . ~ . ! . v
obliged to open other parts of the picce ! sponges full of cool water,  Itgsubsoil
that were as yet undug, and make him 15 sndy and firm. This, «o called,
prove for his own satisfaction how ! maesh s at most two miles long, and
wonderful the fer'ility of the soil was, | tull of scattered shrubberies that the
Every crop sown by MM Seott and ' people el oases.  The drainago of this
Millot grew and ripened as an ¢ the jmarsh could bodone easily and choaply
promsed dand 7, wheat, oats, and  But when dono, would it pay the
barley. maize, beans, beots, melons, I furmor 2 I cannot RIRY.
cucumbers, e As for hay  the north;  Atter leaving the point where this
shore of Lake St Joho may bo sand tolrort of toundrus ends towards the east,
be ite mother country. lthe land rises, becomes move rolling.
v, and is well drained. There, Legins the
THE CLIMAE — You saw yourse!'t most important purt of the township,
dear Mr Baraa d, that nn‘l‘,lh.()cloh;‘r Which widening more “and more.
Jasst <‘~w'nr;)h~o‘|~ m l'|~(.-«) v anr. at Mp, | cheloses i itself alone the assured
o open i 4B Citare of two parishes ; tho one facing
Wallot's were ~ull green.  You are: s U Peribonl ~
alro aware that wheat and mmze ma | owards the Peribonka, the other
ur i d K (towards the lake. No  pioncer has
ura w o all round the Lake. Fyel sottled the [t - The latter
After the 26th of that month, I, in' 2%, 5¢ }‘ 1 the formor 10 JLEieT,
‘ - ¢ » 5 . ame of St- o G
my turn. observed there long wtalks of’! under the name of St-lenri do l'.“
claver. with the sap suil frosh in bonka, is already inhabited by from 20
them. amd which \ L ot il g 1 25 timlies which have been there
vy W AT A VS IVe, o thies or four years, on & space
mown for a second crop. During the: thre les lone Lin the vieinity of
sumoe week, 1 passed several mghts in 1ree miles fong. and 1o the vicinity o
tho bu<h = rtho lake, from the river la Pipe a~
)

sleeping in the open .
and ruffered no ivconsenience

from | far as the river fes ¢ ehons.
) T PThe hodses wre full of children; a
the exposure, though the reason was
<o far advanced, My couch was com- |

Fechoul board has just been established.
posed of & few armeful of roft wild-!

Not far from the river la Pipe, a
.chapel has beon erected, on lot 14 of

hay, which had not been turned yvollow |
2 J ithe range, where the people go to
by tho trost. t o people go b

Besides, it is now a recognised fuct mass and sermon twice a month. A
that the farmers’ ])uailioﬁ 15 more o voad unites the young ﬂot‘tlomont,
secure in the temperature of Lake St to the establishments of the Saguenay
John than in that of Queboe o1 Throo ;zulld to (:hl(‘.‘()llllml, us woll.rw to Héber-
Rivers. Earnest observers have '1]1'0:111)'5‘.1“0 and - Chambord, stations on - the

; y railroad.  This road, which leaves the

akened it to the temperature of Mont-; A ;
oo A Ltow i : :
raal. That fearful N-E. wind, the. township of Délisle and abuts on the

. . . river awx Coclums, only goes threo
dire enemy ot the hanks of the St P oMY B N

Lawrence, s hardly ever felt bere, and ' miles through Tuillon, and s still the
“ < 13 hardly eit ere, S only road that this neglected township
891 possesres in the world.

anodyne My Jhi g o ! .
ttlillo“;x:ii-:k t’o“_::‘fl’ffolﬂ(t ;h)?l“'}f'gl':l' 1 The land is stiong and marvellously
‘ pregnet Jhe Bodredrost; s oductive Last August, a settler

v aoftenine i ‘nee of e : . . .
the woftening influcuce of the great showing mo his splendidwhoat-
luke, which is shallow aud easly

wirmed. prolongs the seiron of an. - SO To him I remarked: “In
tu‘n’m Il‘l(} (onl\’:;xm :t(,) il:t:\ : kimld( l ourcountry, not satisfied  with
: : vol H )
' . . oploughing the tand badly, you do not
spring.  Added to this, tho country is. PROULAINE ¥y
only about 30 feet above tide-water

ioven take the trouble to hariow it ”

; . . ' [ could have sworn the piece ha

Just tho rame as the citadel of Quelie L ; he picco had
V.

never been hartowed. But it had been,
and with aharrow with wooden teeth !
Cantm Taellon —Qpposite Dalmas, ' Fancy : a wooden toothed harrow on
between the left bank of the Pcribonkafstnong clay-soill But wherein served
and tho north-bank of the iuke, nature f argument with my host, who had his
has extended a township to which man | reply ready 2 « Find, if you can, a finer
has assigned the named of Tuillon: a erop of wheat in the whole province. ™
long peninsula running from east toi 11
west. - Every spring, the lowor partis| o concludo this short description
overflowed, only about 400 arpents’ of the districy visited by me, 1 must
being exempt out of 3,000 or 4»““0; bo allowed to add that the township,
acres, (1) which smaller tract then ,of Dalmas, Taillon, as well as Dolbean
becomes a temporary island. ‘The.and Racine, west of the little Peri-
waters having subsided, part of these bonka, are only a part of an immenso
low Jands become natural meadows, plain that extends, till the eyo can
especially by the side of the Jake, Onci carry it no further, to the north of
of theae [ traveised that measured ut, Lake St. John. It is supposed to bo
least a thousand arpents.  The bottom | at least equal inarea to the countios of
roil is 2t cluy-loam of strony eharacter. ' Richolicu, Yamaska, Vorchéres. Bagot,
Beyond this point and the shore, tho; St Hyacintho, Rouville, St. Jean,
-rest of the township is not .ubject to Nupierreville, and Laprairie, colloc-
inundations, and contains land that! tively.  Its surfuce is as lovel, and the
‘need h. ily fear comparaision wilh!,.oil cquully fertile, ,
cthat of Dulmas. The lots borderving i 14 remains for me to tell you about
;on the river ave even better than the; the great duiry in connection with the
corresponding ones on the other bunk. ! yettlomoent of this district.
! Yours, F. X. BoiLzavw,
| (#rom the French.)

(1) Arpents and acres are not synonymous -




