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the guiltv heads of its violators ; * Forgivo
us our trespussos as we forgive them that
trospass agninst vs.” You have very
“benutifully alluded to my attention at the
sick bed of my ailing flock. This duty
my dear friends has always been to me the
wost pleasing of all others, inconsequenco
of tho consolation which in tho character
of tho anointed of the Lord, I, although
entirely unworthy, can afford to. the peni-
tent sinner.  Perhaps it wonld be here

prayers to the throne of mercy, for your
spiritunl and temporal welfaro.

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and
the love of God, and tha comwunion of
tho Holy Ghost, bo with you all.—Aumen.
2d Cor. xiii, 18.

I remain,
Your fuithful servant in Chuist,
J. H, McDONOUGIH, A. M,
Cathalic Pastor of Perth.
Ramsay, Jan, 14,1849,

necossary to montion for the benefit of
these who difler from us in religion, that
though a Cathotic refusing or wilfully neg-
lecting, to receive the Sacraments at his
death, would be guilty of a grievous sin,
and thovugh it is the stict duty of a Catho-
lic clergyman to attend any persoa whom
1o knows to staed in need of assistauce,
at whatever risk to himself; yot it is ut-
terly fulse, as some dissanters pretond, that |
Catholics hold that none can go to hieaven
unil the priest opens the gato to thenu
1f ho has not the opportunity of receiving
the Sacraments, sincere and deep contri.
tion for all his sins, founded on the love of
God, with a wish to receive the Sacra-,
ments, if in his power, will supply for a
want of them. On the other hand, with-,
out tho proper disposition on the part ofi
the person receiving the Sacramests, a
priest has no more power to open lhe‘
gates of Heaven than he would have to
raiso bim fiom the grave. Onthe contra-
ry, whoever receives the Sacraments thus
unworthily, is guilty of a horrid sacrilego.
Thongh such is the express doctrine of the
Catholic church, it is not at all surprising
that Protestants have on cvery occasion
mistated it. In fact, I'scarcely know an
article in which Protestants and Catholics
difier, in which the Catholic doctrine is
not misunderstood by Prolestants, gener-
ally speaking, to = degree perfecily aston-
ishing. I should wish here 10 dilate upon
the particular tenets of our Holy Faith,
which has from the days of the Reforma-
tion been misrepresented by those who
find it their worldly interest to do so, were
it not that I dread my remarks would car-
7y me to a greater length than convenient.
I cannoy, however, conclude without re-
ferring to the ungentlemanly and vnpro-
voked attack, which has on a laie occasion
been made in the columns of the ¢* Bathurst
Courier,” on the Church to which we have
the happiness to belong, designated by the
title of * Popery.”” However, my friends,
it is not surprising.thata Protestant Min-
ister, who contemplates the wealth, pomp
and splendour of the establishment 1o}
which hie belongs, without allowing himself
timo to reflect that all these are supported
cither directly or iadjractly by the sweat
of the peasant’s brow, particularly by the
Catholic peasant,whose feclings hie is conti-
neally insulting,and whose oppressivn lie is
continually advocating, who may be accus-
tom.d to silence the voiceof his conscience
and who is not very scrupulous with regard

t the truth of his religion, as long as ity

holds «* substantixl and.golden argunients”
for its adoption. T say therefore, it is not
at all surprising that a persun so circum-

stanced would make use of the approLrious
cpithers alluded to.

THE VATICAN AND PICYURE
GALLERIES AT ROME:

SAINT PETER’8,—BAINT PAUL'S.

The Vatican consists of a svite of gal-
lories, of small brendih, which if placed
in @ continuous line, would, I suppose, cx-
tend to miles in lengh. It contains a
counfless multitude of inscriptions,statues,
busts, relievos, urns sarcophagi,and vases,
to say nothing ofits literury and monastic
troasures,its hooks,manuscripts,drawings,
and, coins, the number of which the visitor
can enly guess at hy counting the presses
which conceal them from his sight. 1t
possesses some gigantic {rescoes, which
disappointed me, and ouly a few oilpain-
tings,which,however,are nearly all master-
pieccs. Taken altogether, it is by far
the richestmuscum in Europe,andthe pre-
cious obje s it contains are magnificently
lodged, for, when the Church was rich,she
patronised the Avtsliberally, both by buy-
ing and building ; and, even now the pos-
thumous benevolence of Popes and Car-
dinals occasionally expends itself in erec-
ting & new gallery or beautilying an old
onc. There is another museum in the
capital, small, compared with this, but
refidered highly interesting by its numer-
ous antique statues and bustsof Emperors,
senators,and distingushed men,  Of some
of the great Greek and Roman sages and
heroes, there are four or five editions here
in matble ; and | was mortified to find that
the efiect of his multiplicity of portraits
was to unscttle my ideas of physiognomies
which I was anxious to remember, ani to
shake my faith in the fidelity of likenesses
taken by the anciont sculptors.  There,or
clsewhere in Rome, I have scen heads of
Cicero which had very little resemblance
to cach other. It isthe same with certain
busis bensing the names of Julius Cresar,
Brutus, Plato, &c. There is more uni-
formity in the case of some of the Empe-
rors, such as Nero and Caliguln, whose
face nobody cares to know. The pictoral
wealth of Rome lies chiefly in its charches,
which ure open every day to all who
choose to enter,and in the private galleries
most of which car be seen for a grataity of
wo or three prolito the servants.  Three
of the most celebrated private collections —
those in the Borghese. Corsini, and Corin
Palaces, especinlly the first two—are
superd. 1 wasalsoin his-Iloliness’s Pa-
lace, on the Quirinal, in whichthergare a
few good pictures s and [ visited two splen-
did'hmnsio‘ns without the walls ; the Villa
Borhese'and Villa Albank. They arc not
large, but, in nddition to the attraction of
their fine collections of pamntings, statucs,
and antiqucs, their plans and decorations
are inexcellent taste 3 and the Intter comy

I now, my bicthren, bid you farewell,

mands a noble landseape. As for the

carriod me into overy ove I happened to
pass. Many of them contain half-a-dozen
or a dozen of pictures, by the great mas-
ters. St DPeter’s, unlike many other
celebrated edifices, surpasses expectation.
I speek, of gourse, only for mysell, The
front is too low, and has some other de-
fects ; but the vestibule is admirable, and
the intorior solemn, grand, rich, and har-
monious,beyond anything I had conceived.
It is, unquestionably, the noblest building
everreared by human hands—the only
work of art, us Madamede Stael obsorves,
which produces an impression of grandeur
‘akin to that which we receive from the
works of N=ture. So vast are its dimen-
sions, that colossal statues and massive
monumetal groups of figures are stowed
awayin its aisles and recesses, without
impairing the unity ond simplicity of its
plan, The interior of the dome,and much
of the outer surface, ara covered with pic-
| tures—all of which, with one exception,are
in Mosaic. The eye forms most errone-
ous estimates of the heighth of its parts.—
The Baldachino,or canopy over the grand
altar, is about 100 feet high, whilz no vne
would suppase that it exceeded 30, The
pen seen in the hand of the prophet,in one
of the lower compartments of the dome,
might be supposed to be 12 or 18 inches
long; itis actually 6 feet, ‘The visiter has
no adequate conception of the magnitude
of the dome,till he gets to the roof,towhich
it is possible toascend on horseback, when
he finds it rising like a mountain. The
view from the external gallery, round the
lantera, is extensive and fine, em>racing
the Campagna fiom the sea to the Apen-
nines, with the Alban mountains. These
is an opening here, also, from which you
look down. Thedepth to the floor scems
lessened from 400 {eet to 100 ; but you
discover that the eye is deceived, when
you mark the promenaders shrunk to the
:vize of tiny infants.  When you, stand in
.the ivterior gullery of the cupla, placed
like the whispering gullery of St. Paul’s,

sarprised to find them composed of square
pieces of color. d stone, half an tnch broud,
conrsely put together, often with inteivals
betwen them, into which y 0 migit insert
the thick back of a table knife 5 yet, scen
from below, they mught pass for oil pain-
tngs. You wil find the pictured face ol
an angelon the wall at your back, nea:ly
avard broad 3 but, when you look across
to the opposite side of the gallery, o simi-
lar face seems  just of the nrtural size.
The lights in this magn ficent and truly
dstunishing edilice are finely temp red.and
well gistributed 3 and it is keptia adovra-
ble order. The interioc height of 81, Peter’s
to the ceiling of the lantern ouest peint le
Pere Ltern 1)’ says the Guide Lok ), ts
402 English feet; to the crown of the
domeat the Feetof the lantern, 243 feet.
The interior d ameter of the dame 15 150
fect, exceeding St. Paul’s, London, by 36
feet ; the external height ta the upper end
of the cross, fiom the fi or, iz 453 feel.
s These measurcments are detived f om en-
'graved sections of the forr principle
churches in Europe, published in 1524, by
Joseph Gwilt. 1 beliove [ ampretty near
the truth in stuting, that the length of St

and shall continue to offer my humble’ churches, the laquais de place generally [Deter's, inclading the vestibule, is 1o tha’

and jook at the Mosuic pictures, you arel.

of St. Paul’s as 5 to 4, \yhile the breadth,
at tho transopt is as 5 to 3. The area of
St. Petor’s,according to Mg. Gwilt,is 220,
000 English squaro fect ; that of St. Paul’e,
84,000. The floor of St. Poter’s, thore-
fore, covers about 53 English acres : that
aof St. Paul’s, rather less than 2 acres. I
St, Baul’s cost a million and a half, as

commonly reporicd,]l should have no diffi-

culty in crediting the statement I heard,in

Rome, thet St. Peter’s, with its monu-

ments,cost more than twenty millions ster-

ling, Bctwa must remember, that threo

centuries elapsed between the foundation

of the building and its completion, while

St. Paul’s, was finished in 35 years. In

the interior of the two cdifices, the differ-

ence is as great as between one of our old

barn-like Meeting-houses, and the ost

elegant of our modern Episcopal Chapels,

But, as regards the exterior, all admit, that,

in.symmetry, purity of design, and true

architectural beauty, the English temple

issuperior to the Roman, 8, Peter’s hes

thoe form ofa Latin, St. Paul’s of a Greek,

cross,—Mons, Sacer,

————,

GoupeN Inpta,—Such has been the ae-
cumulation of the precious metals and
stones in India, where the mines ato indi-
genous, that it is generally estimated that
Nadir Shah, in 1740, carried away not less
than £400,000,000 or £500,000,000ster-
ling. In Jahanqueir’s autobiography he
relates that a golden platform around his
throne weighed forty tons ; and that his
throne and diadem were worth £2,000,000
When he married his minister’s daughter,
he presented her with as many lacs as
amounted to £3,000,000 and with a neck-
lace of forty beads, each bead costing him
£2,000. The province of Beran on one
occasion furnished abtout £4,000,000 of
gold, and the same sovereign spentbesides
neatly £2,000,000 on the tomb of his father
Akbar, which formud one of \he wonders
of Golden Indin.”
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Lxrexnses op Coneress.—Esumating
the sessions for which eacli member 1s
elecied, at two linndred and  cighteen days,
are, Senators $90,688 ; Speuker of the
Ilouse, at &16 per day, $3,488 ; two hun-
dic] and forty-one members at &8 per
day, 8420,304 ; Delegates from Territo-
ries §3,232; Travelling cxpenses of the
meabers £154,000,—The Secretary of
the Senate reccives §3,009, and the
Clerks in his office £9,300; Chaplain t>
the Seaaye £500 ; disto of the [louse $500 ;
Pos:master of the House £1500-; Station-
ery &c for the Senate $60,000.  Inci-
dental expenses of the [lause £150,000.
Th2 Librory of Congress, including tho
salaries of its officers aind -comingent ex-
penses, $12,300; pgross expienses $1,079,-
370, ‘'his includgs the salasies for door
keeners, assisuans dito, clerks of ahe
HMouse,serjeant at-arms, and nll other sub-
officers connacted with the ¢wo Mouses.—
New York paper.
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In revenge for thu relusal of the inhabi-.
wantsof Brighton to pass a charch-1zte, in
conscquent  of extravagant cxpeaditure,
she church wardens have stopped the clack

of St Peter’s church, althouzh <ome of the
intupinants bave voluntarily « fleved 10 pay
the expences for twelve moathsia advance.

—Lublin Register.



