
Tite Wetrainter cownfesion of. Fuit h.38

notwithý!-anding the disclaimiers and the casuistry, the chiarge of
making God the author of sin stands good against the Confession.

Another atteipt to, evade this point, iuy demand a passing -
notice. We are told-sis a last LeoUta he Caiviuistie de-
cree cannot, make God the author of siti; for, as Hie is under no
lawv, Hie caunot transgress, therefore cantiot sin. But this argu-
ment confouids together God's personal acts withi those acts
wvhichi by Ris decree, lie causes His resl)onsible creatures to
commit. "(Witii respect to Ris own acts, it is not contended that
Hie breaks the Iaw personally. What is contended is this: that
Godl decretes of ___~ucILSLt twhich, by man, is si;
that Hie places ian undier ths.t law, and impels hini to those
transgressionA of it that are sinful. Thus, He causes sin, by jur-
pelling mnan to, transgyress the law under whichlieh was. placed.
The act of sin in this case is God's proper, though not persouial,
act; and if there be auiy sin, lie is not onl.y the author of the sin,
but the sinner himseWf." To doubt the reasonableness of thi's,
would be te dou.bt hurnan intelligence, la spite of ail disclaimers,
and ail sophisrns, the charge of makirig God the author of sin
stands fui-ly proved agaiinst the Confession of faith.

We IIow proceed to notice the havoc this decree makces of
mnan. We charge that it i.s inconsistent with rnan's fr-ee aqency
and i-e8ponmibiity. These points we proceed now te examine.The Confession gives us the followingy deliveratîce on this su.bject:
"'God bath endued- the wilI of inan ivith that natural liberty, that
it is neither forced. nor by any abtolute necessity of nature de-terrnined, toe good or evil,"-Chap. ix. Sec. 1.

The chapter on IIGod's lEternal Decrees," already quoted,
says that God d.id Ilfreely and -unchlaîngeabiy ordain whatsoever
cornes to pass," yet so as thereby no Ilviolence is o[ièered to te
wvi1l of the creature."

Just a few qeinsarise OIn this. If mian is really free ini
the volitions of his wiil, ho mnust be the.'efficient cause of these
volitions. Now we would like to know lion, au. absointe, and un-
conditionai decee of whatseever-comes to pass in time cati consist

zwith freedoun of creatn-rely volitions ?~ If they ean corne to pass-
independent of the decree, then so.tnethingr cornes to puss wvhich
ivas not decreed. Aud what then becoines. of te Confessiou ?
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