
ILLIZERA CI 1Kr THZE uNJ2'LD STIÊS ANivD cANADA.
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petuaily reiterated newspaper paragraphs,
in which the ratios of instructed to unin-
structed convicts are so triuniphantly stated,
prove just nothing. Before any inference
can be drawn, it must be shown that these
instructed and uninstructed convicts corne
from two e9ual sections of society, alike ' in
ail other respects ' but that of knowledge
---similar in rank and occupation, having
similar advantages, laboring under sirnilar
teinptations. But this is flot only uot the
truth; it is nothing like the truth. The
many ignorant criminals belong to a most
unfavorably circumstanced ciass; whilst the
few educated ones are from a class com-
parati"eiy favored. As thiugs stand -it
wvouid be equaily logical to infer that crime
girises froru going without animal food, or
froin living in badly-ventilated rooms, or
from wearing dirty shirts ; for, ivere the in-
mate-s of a jail to be catechised, it wvould
doubtless be found that the inajority of
them head been placed in those conditions.
Ignorance and crime are flot cause and
effect ; they are coincident resuits of the
samne cause. To be wvholly untaught is to
have moved amongst those whose incentives
to wrong-doing are strongest; to be partial-
ly taught is to have been one of a class
subject to less urgent teiptations ; to be
well taughit is to have lived airnost beyond
the reach of the usual motives for trans-
gression. Ignorance, therefore (at least in
the statistics referred to), simply indicates
the presence of crime-producing influences
and cari no more be called the cause of
crime than the falling of the barometer can
be cailed the cause of tain."

But while admitting that ignorance is
only a factor in the great aggregate r~f crime
produciixg causes, we cannot agree with
Mr. Spencer wvhen hie asks:

IlWMhat imaginable- connection is there
beziveen the learning that certain clusters of
miarks on paper stand for certain words,and
thé getting a higher sense of duty ? Whiat
possible effect cari acquirement of facility 1merely rnemorizing the inutiplicatiQn .tabke

in mnaking written signs of sounds, have àr
strengthening the (lesire todo right ? How
does the knowledge of the niultiplicatiom
table,or quickness in adding or dividing, »o
increase the sympathies as to restrain the
tendency to trespass against fellov-creatureO
In %vhat wvay can the attaitiment of accuracy
in spelling and parsing, etc., make the sen-
timent of justice more powerful than it wav,
or why fromn stores of geographical infortzt-
tion, perseveringly gained, is tlieir likcly to
corne increased regard for truth ?"'

If Mr. Spencer's reasoning is right, th=eo
our whole systemn of educatipon is buit uporn
a false foundation. The Legislature imposes
taxes upon thé property of ail classés alik;,
whether directly interested in the school or
not. And why ? Because it is assuicd-
that by the education oi society those forces
are evoked wvhich tend to the improvement
of the country, and the pecuniary as wellas
the social advantages of ail classes indùr-
ectly.

But is it true that the ordinary schoel
curriculum does flot evoive any of tho5e
forces Nvliich, with perfect propriety, miglit
not be cailed mora/Joi-ces ? Is their no cors-
nection between the discipline of mîn&
necessary to the acquisition of such meagre
knowledge as thiat to iwhich Mr. Spencer
refers, and thiat discipline of character
essential to good citizenship '1 Who -%vould
flot say that lie boy, wvho during a terril of
years wvas sûbjected to the discipline of
even ain average schooi, an1d who was
obliged to subruit his will to the superior
will of hlis teacher, hiad flot fornied those
habits of obedience to law and order which
placed hini far above tle boy who roaried
througli "llanes and hedges," unkeinpt, uni-
cared for and undiscipiined ? It is quiîte
possible that by any rule of logic you
cannot establish a direct connection be-
tween the "lmultiplication table"> and meral
habits; but it is overlooking the true cou-
dridën of affairs altogether, to ;assume that


