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with Lodges here on earth, n thé ir
member8 as citizens of the world. -
and (2) as conneotedl with Grand
Lodge above, where the world'sG.
liveas and reignes for éver.

In its lower aspect, iL lias three,
special dlaims upon our attention and
regard, i.,as-

(a.) A bond of union and brother-
hod between ail the widely separated
families and classes of humanity.

(b.) A neutral groundl of meeting,
for free ana social intercourse, amongy
less widely separated neiglibonrs and.
acquaintances.%

(c.) A universal, latter cf introduc-
tion te entire strangers ; and a spe-
cial mnedium for assisting the needy
and dietressed.

In iLs biglier aspect, it je still more
werthy cf the eulogies and enceninms
that have been lavished upon îL by
the brethren in every agle. As one cf
our Fraternal Charges weil expresses
i,-,"'Tis net mere blind fanatic zeal
that prompte the brethren of the mys:
tic tie te speali thus highly of the Ma-
son'e Oraft. For well they know that
iL ie the best and trnest handmaid te
religion that ever mnan devised, and
admirably fltted te assiet hum in hie
searcli for liit ana knowledge,
through ail the varions stages cf this
mortal life, from the cradled helpiess-
ness of infancy, te the final darkmess
cf the grave. It is foundedl on a triad
of deep mystericus truths, ccnnecting
earLh 'with heaven,-the eternal exist-
ence cf a Trinne God, the resurrection
cf the body, and the Immertality e?
the Seul. it inculcates the purest
principles cf Diety and virtue; and
teaches plainly, in the First Degree,
te, measure ail our words and actions
by the guage cf rectitude ana justice;
te shape Our conduct in the second,
by the square cf morality and hon-
esty; ana, in the third, te, circum-
scribe our passions, 'with the compase
of prepriety, and lieep them strictly
within the limite cf the circle cf our
duty te, Goa and man. Hence we
learn te, be npright., juet ana true
.to, oui fellow mnen, humble, meek,

resigned tu th&'wiil of God; se, that
Che Mttson, who lias tbus diAcharged.
hie dluty'g a true and faithfül brother
of the crait, Mnay calmiy -wait that
awful inomelit, when hie heart shail
cease te throb, ana his soult released.
f rom the burden of :fleash, shall wing
ite upward flight te the boundiese un-
exploiredexpause above."

Truly then je Masonry a noble
thing, and nobly should it be
enshrined among us! it je a
precicus jewel, -which demande a
gcodly settîig. And we congratulate
the brethrer. of this Lodge upon the
admirable hall which je consecrated
to, its use ;'I-?Àay, as our firet Grand

K~~ ing Solomon congratulated.
himself and hie people when hie
building at Jerdsalem was eompleted -

_- i was glad when they said unto
me, we wil go into the flouse of the
bord; for thither the tribes go np,
even the tribes of Israei to beheld the
fair beauty of the Lord, aud te visit
Hie Temple."

Being, then, what it je, we might
naturally expeot to, find Freemasonry
everywhere held in the higliest
and most reverent estimation, and,
like a powerful magnat, drawing into
it irresietibly ail that je great and
good now, as it did in days gene by.
But je it so? To soma extent ne
doubt it ie, ana in proof of thie we
point with pride and pleasure te sucli
an assemblage as is gathered here te-
day. Yet je it net the case, that oui
influence and numbere are not nearly
'what they ouglit to, be-that, in fact,
they iniglit, and ought te be far
larger than they are? And, if 80,
whiere lies the fauit? Have we any
one to, blame for it but ourselveq"
Speaking from my own experienef.
should say, that Masonry je far fr -ai
popular witih women, as a body; tnat
wivee dislike it for their husbands,
mothers for their sens, and that many
men 'who, ta1ke an independent stand
in thouglit and action flght ehy of it
for themselves and 'their belongings.
And why? Because there je a wide-
spread feeling 'that men become Ma-
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