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Short Historicel Sketch of the Yodern
Tempinr Order in the Dritish Eme
plre, 23=d fts connectlon with
“EFree and Accepted Mason-
ry,” Dy tho Grand Xaster
of the Great Priory of
€anada, 18S7.

“The origin and objec* of the old
Religious and Military Order of the
Tomplars of the Crusades being a
matter of history, it is unnecessary to
refer toit. And it is well authenti-
cnted that the building Guilds or
Sodalities of the middle ages sprang

-from the same soures, viz: the Bene.

dictine Order of Monks at the begin-
ning of the 12th century, promulgat-
ing the same dootrines. It remains
thsn to show why and how it has
beenravived in the Magonie fraternity
of the prosent day and allied to the
oraft degrees after a lapse of nearly
five centuries.

From the Building Guilds or trade
corporations in cities, the successors

of the Monastic Architects, employed
in the service of the church, Aodern
Free and Accepted Masonry is the
outcome.

Early Freo and Accepted Masonry
in England, itg birth plece, was al-
ways essentially a Christian Frater-
nity, but had so fallen into desmctude
in modern times that it was but little
known or appreciated. When 2t the
commancement of the 18th centary a
revivel took plece and o complete
revision of its ancient doctrines and
usages, prooleiming a universal
oresd—this led to namerous innova-
ions on the original plon of degress
by the introduction of ths Royal Arch
with other side degress of Jewish
Free Masonry.

The great mistaks which bas
cauced so much confasion about the
trus charactsr of the modam Tem-
pler degrees as allied {o Fres Mason-
Ty, crises meainly from not Enowing,

or not distinguishing, the great dif-
feronce between the Masonry of to-
day,end that from whichit is derived.
The Templar degrees refer to and
represent the connection that is sup-
posed to have existed between tha
old Templar Order and the Eccles-
iastical Christian builders, who on
separating from the cloisters, asso-
ciated themselves with the bnilding
Guilds, from which modern <peoa-
ative Masonry is the outcome—but
this revision forms no part of the
present Templar system of the Brit-
ish 7 - iire, excepting by alliance.

1.5 introduction of the Templar
degrees into Free Masonry originated
upon the continent of Europe soon
after Speculative or Symbolic Free
Masonry was imported there from
Xngland, end was at first chiefly
confined to the higher ranks of social
life, who were ambitious that Mason-
ry should be considered the descen-
dents of the old Religious and Mili-
tary Order of the Templars, besed
upon & fiction that at the dissolution
of the Order, cortain Kuights joined
the Guilds of Stone Masons in Seot-
land, which gave rige to Free and Ac-
cepted Mesonry, The Templar Rite
of the Strict Observancs was founded
on this legend and introduced info
Germany in 1754, from whenee it
spread over Furope.

In 1782 Prince Ferdinand, Duoke of
Branswick, Grand Master of the Rite,
held a congresa at *“Wilhelmsbad” in
Hesse Cassel by a grest representa-
tive gssembly of Masonie delegates
throughout tha world, at which it was
declared that Free Aesons were not
the snccessors of the Templars al-
though originally allied. This con-
vocation opened the sdoption of #*Ma-
sonie” Templary, to show that a
conneotion hed existed between the
old Order and the Christizr Builders,
bat hzd no reference to Speculetive
Masenry of the 1717 revival,

After the conferancs of *Wilhelme-
bzd” the Rits of Strict Observance
gradaclly declined and subseguently
died out altogether, .



