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Baldwin, G.B., Attornoy General (tho Nestor of Canadian politi-
cisus, and a truly Christinn man) was 8o convinced of tho justness
of Doctor Rysrsun's views and remonstrance, that he took the un-
usaal course of advising Hia Excellency to suspend the operation of
tho now act until Doctor Ryerson could prepare a draft of a bill on
the basis of the repenled law, embodying in it, additional to - the
old ‘bill, the result of his uwn oxperience of tho working of the sys-
tem up to that time. The result was that a law passed, in 1850, ad-
mirably adapted to the excellent municipal system of Canada, so
popular in its character and comprehensivo in 1ts provisions and
details, that itis still (in a consolidated iorm) the statute under
which the Public Schools of Ontario are maintamed.

Thero was one question, the ngitation of which had for many
years caused a good deal of disturbance to the school system, but
which was set at rest in 1863, This question was the right of

Roman Catholics to establish schools of their own, soparate from |{

the Public School, but nevertheless aided from the parliamentary
grant for education, according to the average attendance of pupils
at the schuuls.  Tho principlo of thesc schools was fully conceded
in the first Canadian School Bill which was passed mn 1841, the
year ~* tho legislative union of the provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada. It was subscquently wudified in 1843, 1847, and 1850,
and (aftor much bitter agitation) in 1853, 1855, and finally 1n 1843.
In the resolutivns for the cunfuderation of the Britash North Amer-
ican provinces, sgreed to at Quebec by representatives from all
these provinces, and adoupted by the Canadian Legislature in 1865,
the rights of the Roman Cathohes 1 regard to these Separate
Schouls were confirmed as follows:  *“The local legislature of each
provinee shall have the pdwer to make laws respecting education;
saving tho rights and privileges which the Protestant or Cathohe
nainority in both Canadas may pussess as tu their denominational
schouls, at the time when the confederated uniun goes intv opera-
tion,”

In 1858, aftor » guod deal of delay and discussion, Doctor Ryer-
son prevailed upon the legislature to revise the Grammar School
Law of the pruvince, which had remained in the statuto book
accomplishing cumparatively little goud since 1807-1332. Even
then (in 1853) the principle of local taxation fur theso schools, as
applied te the public schouls, was not adupted by the legislatare in
regard to the Grammar Schools. Fur twelve years longec these
schools cuntinued to languish. In 1865, the Grammar School Law
was still further improved, and a higher standard of education adopt-
ed; but as yet the principle of local taxation for the support of
these schools had been brs partially concurred in by tho legislature
and cmnbodied in the amended Act. it provided, howoever, that a
sumn equal to one-half of the legislativo grant indopend ant of school
fecs) should, as a condition of receiving the grant, be raised from
“lacal sources,” i.e, by rate, subscription, municipal grant, or
otherwise. *

In 1850, Dr. Ryerson, while in BEoglaud, made preliminary
arrangements for estabhishing tho Labrary, Maps, and Apparatus
Dypositury in connection with his department, and,in 1855, heestab-
lished Meteorological Stations in connection with the County Gram-
war Schools. In thishe was aided by Colonel {(now General) Le-
froy, R.E., for many years Director of the Provincial Magnetical
Observatory at Toronto.  Sets of switable mstruments (which were
Jduly tested at tho Kew Observatory) were cbtained, and shortly
afterwards a few of theso stations were establisned. In 1865, thelaw
onthe subject having been amended, twelvo stations wero selocted
and putanto eflicient workingorder. In 1857,ho mude his third educa-
tiopal tour in Eucopo, where he procured at Antwerp, Brussels,
Floronco, Rome, Paris and London, an admirable codection of
copics of paintings by tho old musters, statues, busts, ete., besides
various nrticles for an Educations! Museum in connection with the

* Ip 1876 tho princlplo so longz contonded for by Dr. Ryerson, was sdopted by the
Legtslatuge on tKo rocommentiation of Hon. Mr. Crooks, Minister of EXlucation, and the
Cotinty Counclls are kersattor to wako a grant to the High Schools of & sum equal to
the Lezistatlve Grant,

Department. In 1858-60, Dr. Ryeraon took a leading part in the
discussion in tho nowspapers, and before a connmtteo of thelegisla-
ture, in favour of grants %o the varivus outlying Universities 1n
Outario. He maintained thet ““thoy did tho State geod service,”
and that their claimsshould be substantinlly recognized as colloges
of a central University. Hodepreeated the multiplication of Univer-
sitics in tho pruvince, which would be tho xesult of a rejection of
his .¢heme. In consideration of hi, able services in this contest,
the University of Victoria College conferred upon him the degrec
of IL.D. in 1861. In 1860, he induced tho Government to submit
to the Legislature tho drait of a Bill which he had prepared, aftor
consultation at various County School Conventions. :or the further
developmont of the system of public instruction. This law very
gredtly improved the dotails of the system, and rendered its whole
working move offective. In 1867, he made his fourth educational
tour in England and the United States. On his return, in 1868,
he submitted to the Government a very valuable *‘apecial report on
tho systems and state of sogular cducation in tho several countries
of Europe and the United States of America, with practical sugges-
ions for tho improvement of public instruction in Upper Canada.
Ho slso mado a separate ‘“Report on Institutions for the Deaf and
Duwmb and Blind in Various Countries.” In 1868-70, he submutted
drafts of Bills to the Government for the further improvement of
the Public and High Schools. The matter was fully discussed be-
fore alerge committeo of the House of Assembly, and. with a good
deal of vehement heat in some public journals. In 1871, the Bill
was at length carried through the Legislature by the Hon. M. C,
Cameron, and has been the means of largely benefiting both classes
of schools. The more important features of the Act related to the
new system of county inspection and uniform examinations of teach-
ers, besides provisions for greatly improving the High Schools. In
1874, further important amendments were made to the Act relating
to Public and High Schouls. The Acts thus amended were consoh-
dated and otherwise improved in this year.

For many years Dr. Ryorson had felt that our new plitical condi-
tion rexquired a chango in the managemont of the Education Depart -
ment. He, therefore, in 1869 and 1872, urged upon the Govern.
moent the desirability of relieving lum of his arduous duties, and of
appointing a Minister of Education in his place. Early in 1876 his
recommendations were acted upon, and he retired on full salury
from the responsible post which for thirty-two years he had so
worthily and honourably filled. As to the estimate formed of his
valuable labours, 1shall quote the opinions of two gentiemen, viz, :
Bishup Fraser, of Manchester, England, and the Hon. Adam
Crooks, Dr Ryerson's successor.  In concluding his report on our
Canadian Scheols in 1865, Bishop Fraser says< “Snch, in all itg
main features, is the school system of Upper Canada. A system
not, perfeet, but yet far in advance, as n system of national educa-
tion, of any thing that we can show at hume. It is indeed very
remarkablo to me that in a country, nccupied in tho greater part of
its area by a sparse, and anything but wealthy, population, whose
predominant characteristic is as far possible removed from the
spirit of enterprise, an Educational system so complete in its theury
avl so capable of adaptation in practice should have been originally
organized, and have been maintained in what, with all allowances,
must still be called successful operation for so long a period as
twenvy-five years. It shows what can be accomplished by the energy,
determination and devotion of o sin%le carnest man. What national
education in England owes to Sir J. K. Shuttleworth, what educa-
tion in Now England owes to Horace Mann, that debt,education in
Canada owes to Egerton Ryerson. He-has been the object of bit-
ter abuse, of not-a little misreprésentation ; but he hasnot swerved
from his policy or from his fixed ideas. Through evil report and

ood report he has resolved, and he has found others to support
ﬁim in the resolution, that free education shall be placed within
the reach of every Canadian parent for every Canadian child.”

Beofore giving the remarks of Mr. Crooks iu regard to Dr. Ryew
son, I insett the following particulars from the Report to which he
refers. They show what 8 wonderful advance our.school system
has made under Dr. Ryerson’s administration from 1344 to 187E.
In this connection I may say that a fow of the present generation
can realize, not only°the low status, but the positively inert condi.
tion of the Province in educational matters when the Rev. Dr.

7.1 1844. Men who were fit for no other occupation were considered
just the men to teach school ; and houses which farmers of the
prosent day would not erect as ont-buildings na their farms, were
ioonsidered as the ideal country school-house,

Ryerson took charge of the.Department, thirly-two years since— -



