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Baldwin, G.B., Attornoy General (the Nestor of Canadian politi- Departmtent. 1r 1858-60, Dr. Ryerson took a leading part in the
cans, and a truly Chriatian man) was so convinced of the justnes discussion ln the newspapors, and before a connitteo of the legisla-
of Doctor Ryorson's views and romonstrance, that ho took the un- turo, in faveur of grants tu the various outlying Universities in

Ontario. Ho maintained thr.t "thoy did the State good service,"
usual course of advising Hia Excellency to suspend the operation of and that their claimstàhould be substantially recognized as colleges
the low act until Doctor Ryerson could prepare a draft of a bill on of a central University. Hodepri-cated the multiplication of Univer-
the basis of the repealed law, embodying in it, additional to -the sities in, the province, which would be the result of a rejection of
old bill, the result ot his own exporience of the working of tho sys- his .dheino. ln consideration of hL able services in this contest,

tho University of Victoria College conferred upon him the degroo
ten up to that time. The result was that a law passed, in 1850, ad- of I&J.D. in 186.1. In 1860, ho induced the Governnent to subnit
nirably adapted to the excellent municipal systei of Canada, go to the Legislaturo the drait of a Bill which he had prepared, after
popular ln its character and compreliensivo in its provisions, and consultation at various County Sciuo Conventions. or the further
details, that itis still(in a consoldated ,orin) the statuto under developmont of the system of public instruction. This law very

detals, ijatiL s sthi (n agreitly improved the details of the system, and ren4erod its wholo
which the Pubijo Schools of Ontario are maintained. working mo'.o effective. In 1867, he mado is fourth educational

Thoro vas one question, the agitation of which had for many tour in Englan d the nited States. On his return, in 1868,
years caused a good deal of disturbance te the school systen, but he submitted to the Government a very vaablo "special report on
which was set at rest in 1863. This question was the righît of the systems and stato of popular education in the several countries

of Europe and the United States o! America, with practical sugges-Roman Catholhcs to establish schools of their own, separate from tions for thm iprovement of public instruction in Upper Canada.
the Publie School, but nevertlheless aided froin the parliaientary Ho also mado a separate "Report on Institutions for the Deaf and
grant for education, according to the average attendance of pupils Duib and Blind in Various Countries." In 1868-70, he submitted
at the schouls. The principle of theso schools was fully conceded drafts of Bills to the Government for the further improvenient of

the Publie and High Schools. The matter was fully discussed bu-
in the first Canadin School bill which was passed in 1841, the fore alrge committeo of the House of Assembly, and, with a good
year - the legislativo union of the provinces of Upper and Lower deal of veliement hoat in sone publie journals. In 1871, the Bill
Canada. It was subsequently miudified in 1843, 1847, and 1850, was at length carried through the Legisiature by the Hon. M. 0.
ai (after miuch bitter agitation> in 1853, 1855, and finally i 1863. Cameron, and has been the menus of largely benefiting both classes

of achools. The more important features of the Act related to the
In the resolutions for the confederation of the British North Amer- new system of county inspection and uniform examinations of teach-
ican provinces, atgreed to at Quebec by representatives from all ers, besides provisions for greatly improving the High Schools. In
these provinces, and adopted by the Canadian Legislature in 1865, 1874, further important amxendnents were made to the Act relating
the rights of the Ioniai Catholcs mi regard to these Separato to Public and High Schouls. Tho Acta thus amended were consoli-

Schools were confirned as follows: "The local legislature of each dated and otherwise iuproved in this year.
educaion;For niany years Dr. Ryarson liad feit that our noir political condi-

province shall haçu the power t nmake laws respecting education; tion required a change in the nangenient of the Education Depart -
saving the riglits and privleges which the Protestant or Cathoho ment. He, therefore, in 1869 and 1872, urged upon the Govern.
minority in both Canadas mnay possess as tu their denominational ment the dcsirability of relievmng hin of his arduous duties, and of
schools, at the tiuu when the confederated union gues into opera- ap>pointinmg a Minister of Education in his place. Early in 1876 his
tion." recommendations were acted upon, and ho retired on full salarytion.'fromn the responsible post which for thirty-two years he had so

In 1853, after a good deal of delay and discussion, Doctor Ryer- worthily and honourably filled. As to the estimato formed of his
son prea'led upon the legislature to revise the Gramnar School valuablo labours, I shall quota the opinions of two gentlemen, viz.:
Law of the province, which had remained in the statute book Bishup Fraser, of Manchester, England, and the Hon. Adam

Cronks, Dr Ryerson's successor. In concluding his report on ouracomnplishinig comparatively little good smco 1807-1839. 'Even Canadian Schools in 1865, Bisliop Fraser savs• "Sîch, in all its
then (in 18>3) the principla of local taxation for thieso schtools, as main features, is the achool system of Uppor Canada. A systea
applied te the publie schools, was not adupted. by the legislature in nut perfect, but yet far in advance, as a systea of national educa-
regard tu the Granmar Schools. For twehl e years longer these tion, of aniy thing that we can show at honte. It is indeed very
achools cuntinued tu languisht. In 1865, the Gramiar School Law reniarkable tu me that in a country, occupied in the greater part of

its area by a sparse, and anything but wealthy, population, whose
was still further improved, and a higher standard of educationadopt. predominant characteristic is as far possible removed from the
ed; but as yet the principle of local taxation for the support of spirit of enterprise, an Educational systen so complete in its theoiy
theso schools lad becn br partially concurred in by the legisiature awl no capable of adaptation in practice should have been originally
and embodied in the amnended Act. it provided, however, that a organized, and have heen maintained in what, with ail alloiances
suma caual te one-lialf of the legislativo grnt independ -nt of school must still be called successful operation for se long a period as
feus) ould, as a condition of receivmng the grant, bc raised f wemy-fivoyears. It showsaht canbeaccomplisheds by theenergy,
"Ilocal sources," L.e., by rate, sub.ýenptioni, municipal grant, or deemnto n coto fasnl aneten htntoa
otherise.*education in E and owes to Sir . K. Shuttleworth, at educa

In 1850, Dr. Ryerson, while in Englaud, made preliniry ion in Now Enuand owes te Horace Mann, that debt,education in
arrngements for estabhslimg the Library, Mailps, and Apparatus Canada owes teogorton Ryerson. Ho-las been the object of bit-
Dcpository in connection with -his departinvat, and,n 1855,heestab- ter abuse, of net-a little misreprsentation; but he as not swerved
lishod Meteorologicail Stations inconnection with the County Gram- fron his policy or fron his fixed ideas. Through evil ieport and:
mar Schools. In this lie was aided by Colonel (noiw General) Le- ood report ho las re'solved. and ho bas found others te support
froy, RE., for nany years Director of the Piovincial Magnetical fini in the resolution, that freo education shall bo placed within
Observatory at Toronto. Sets of suitablo instruments (which were the reach of evory Canadian parent for overy Canadian child."
duly tested at the K<ew Observatory) were ebtained, and shortly Before giving Lite iemarks of Mr. Crooks in regard te Dr. Ryer-
afterwards a few of tlese stations wvere establisihed. In 1865, thelaw son, I insort the following particulars from the Report te which ho
on the .iubject having been amiended, twelvo stations wero selected refers. They show what a wonderful advance our- achool systen
and pubtnto efficient workingordor. In 1857,hîo made his third educa- has made under Dr. Ryerson's administration from 1844 to 187E.
tioinal tour in Europo, whero lie procured at Antwerp, Brussols, In this connection I may say that a fow of tLie present goneration
Florenco, Rome, Paris and London, an admirable codection of can realize, net only»the low statua, but the positively inert condi.
copies of paintings by the old masters, statues, busts, etc., beasides tien of the Province in educational matters when the Rev. Dr.
various articles for au Educational Museum in connection with the Ryerson took charge of theDepartment, tlirty-two years since-

a 1844. Men who were fit for no other occupation were considered
IS78 the rbncipolo se long contonded for by Dr. Ryerson, wa adoptod b:, the just the mon te teach school ; and houses which farmers of the

Lcgiatu n ronrnenllacÅono .to o ot sucm" tbo present day would not erect as olit-buzildinws ol their fnris, wore

the untslat mre Grant. iconsidered as the ideal country school-house.


