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tho option of incroasing that amount by contributions of 4, 8, 12, or 16
dollars.” This would enablo the teacher who had a small salary to pro-
viden sufficiency oqual {0 thoso moroe fortunato, and thus sccure n better
rovision for old age. Seconded by Mr. McUregor, President, No, 1,
ceds County, Mr. Campbell opposed such ap arrangement on thg plea
that teachers whon siperannuated would, in many instances, be hetter off
than when they were t8aching, Mr. Henderson, Thorubury, said East
Grey Association did nbb approve of tho sliding scale.  Mtr. Reid spuke
at somo length on the object of such a fund which ho thought should be
considored in a charitable sonse, and moved an amendment to tho
amendment that the payment be voluntary. M. Mackintosh, whz was
in favour of the Toronto plan, altered his opinion on henring what Mr.
Campbell said, He would support clause 2 us in tho circulur. Mr.
White, of Watforid, was alzo against Mr, Hughes's smendmont. Mr.
P\, S. Spenvo said that the Hon. Adam Crooks was decidedly in favour
of tho sliding scale, and not in accordance with the percentago system
which would cuuse much difdenlty. The circular dil not express the
views of cithor tho Minister of E)dwzation or the Legislative Council.
The best men did not often get the hest snlaries, and in the country the
trustees are 8o good, just and viftuous that they give salaries according
to ofticiency ; 't might be different in the city and the percentage system
would bo unfair. Ho could not see how a man could retire on a lurger
solary than he received while teaching, but if the amendinent beeame
1w good mon would be encouraged to remain in the profession and in-
differont ones would leave it. 'ﬁxo reagons which induced him to favour
the sliding scale w eve four, as follows :—(1) because it gavo the provident
man a chance to provids, aml not simply a certain paltry amount ; (2)
because the man who enters the protession will know for cortain the sum
he will receive on retiremont ; (3) becauso it was casy to manage; (4)
becauso it gnve no disctimination to those receiving large walarics, but
placed all upon an cqual footing. Mr. A. S. McGregor, South Porth,
would ]arefcr a sottled and fixed aunual sum, but failing that he favoured
the sliding scale. The motions were then put to the Convention, the
amendment to .o amendment being lost, only three voting for it.  Mr.
Hughes, in 1¢ply to an enquiry, explained how the schemo he pmlposcd
in his amendment would work. Under it a teacher would he entitled to
five-sixths of the total amount he had paid. If a teacher paid $8 per
annum for thirty years, five-sixths of that wonld be $200, the amount he
would reccive. So that his income from the fund would depend on the
amount he had paid in and the number of years he had taught, and not
on tlie amount of his salary. Mr. Hughes's amendinent was then put
and carried by a large majority. (At this stage the further discussion
of the subject was stopped to procced with the programme, but as it
may be more convenient to our readers to have &ll in conuection with it
given continuously as it came on at the several sessions we proceed to do
s0.) Clause 4 readsas follows :—  Every male teacher of a public school
is required to make such payments annually into the fund during the
period or periods int which he is engaged in teaching. Thero was con-
giderable dissussion over this clause. The general opinion appeared to
bo that if the payments wero made compulsory in tho case of one class,
it should be 80 in the case of all. At length a motion was carried pro-
viding that al! those who were entitled to contribute under clauce 2
should be compelled to contribute under clause 4. On motion of Mr.
Campbell clauso 4 was amended so as to read *“all persons enumerat-
ed in clause 2 as eniitled to a reti-'vg allowance shall be required to
comply with the conditions attached wuring tho period of theiv service.”
Thissettled the question in favour of roexemptions. Clauses Nos. 5 and 6
were, on motion, struck out, and clause No. 7 amended by having the
the words *‘ at the rato of two per cent. upon the sulary of.each person
and the said sum of two dollars also to be annually-paid by non-contri-
butors, ashereinbefore provided,” struck out. Clanse No. 8 was adopted,
The discussion on clause No. 9 caused a lively debate, after which the
first section of the clause was amended and passel.  The sccund section
was also passed. The remaining clauses were then agreed upon, with
a rhange m clause 11, as follows . * That no contributions should be re-
tumned, but that after two years, in case of disability or deuth, the funds
should be %ivcn to the party, his relatives or representatives.” In con-
tinuation of the programme, an able paper on ¢ Agricultural Education
-in Schools™ was rcad by 2rof. J. Mills, Principal of the Agvicultural
~College, Guelph, who admitted that the children of Cauadian public
achools were more proficient than those in other coutdries in arithmetic,
geography, history, &c., but -thought they were not so well up-in comn.
gosztion,mulin ;and spelling, because in his opinion the teachers either
did not give sufficient attention to these subjects or were not theinselves
proficiont enough to teach them. He looked upon good reading and cor
rect spelling as'of primary importance, and suggested that the Normal
Schools should include on their staff the best teacher of elocution they
conld get. Prof. . C. Bell's appointment to the Toronto Normal
Scl:ool was a stop in the right direction. Geography reccived too much
attention, while more practical subjects, such zs botany, geology, and
ementary chemiatry were neglected. The agricultural resources of On
tario are gradually decreasing, not through the soil becomir g exhausted,
but\throuﬁll: tho lack of scientific-skill in cultivating it. Prof, Mills
thought that agriculture should be included in achool studies, t)-give
children-en idea of how the #0il ought to bo manageéd, so us to pro«ﬁce

larger yields without becoming empoverished.  This information could
only be imparted legitimately in tho ¥ublic schools, and primers on the
subjcct might he put into the hands of the children. Teachers should
receivo & cowrso of instruction in that branch at the Normal Schools ;
and an incentive to_study would, be afforded by the Agricultural and
Arts Association, who intend to holl oxaminations on ageienlturo and
stotk-raising periodically throughout the Province, and grant certificatos. .
Mr. Wm Johuston, by request, spoke at some length on the importance
of leurning Agriculture, and tho desirability of its introduction into the
public schools, but he feared that as the programme of school work had
a restricting influence, and embraced only technical subjects. which aim.
ed in the direction of some practical pursuits, thero was 1o room at pres-
ent for such a useful and necessary study ns that of agriculture. A reso-
Intion in favour of introducing a coursv of instruction in that branch,
into tho public schools, was lost.  In the evening the President deliver-
cd o highly instructivo and practical address boaring upon the “ Galt
half-time system ; the use of hair-line t{pc in roading books for letters
which are not sounded in the words, antd the ventilation of school rooms.
A mere summary of the adidress would be very unsatisfactory, and could
not do justice to the mnn{ oxcellent ideas brought out ; but we may be
able to publish it in full in a future number of the JourNaL.  Secomd
Day.—The public school seetion met at 9 a.m., and took up the subject,
*¢ Our Over-supply of Toachers,” which was introduced by Mr, MoAllix
ter, Toronto, who roferved to the fact that a large number of nx:plimnts
appeared for such situations as gave a wlnr{ of not more than {300 per
ear,  This arose from the case with which the profession was entered
y those who intended to remain in it for a ycar or two only. He
thought the training in Model Schools 400 short, and that young persons
who had little or no experienco should act as assistant teachers far at
least twelve months before being ontrusted with the full management of
a gchool. A considerable discussion ensued in which the following tcok
‘)art. : Messrs. Duncan. Wightinan, Powell, Colles, Miller, Linton,
Vhite, Black, Rothwell, Campbell, Lowis, Alexander, Spence, Harvey,
Henstridge, Bole, Dafoe, and Bowerman. Mi. Campbell of Ottawa,
thought thitd-class teachers should not have full management. Mr.
Lewis, Toronto, was of opinion that too much importance was given to
certificates iustoad of to experienco and success in teaching. Passing an
examination did not qualify a [;enson to teach, it would answer as well
for any othier profession ; but while the standard of certificates was tak-
en, the teaching profession would be constandy filled by those who only
intended to make it a steppinig-shme to other positions. Mr, Aloxan-
wer contended that there should be no grades amoug teachers, the stand-
avd should be success ; other professions had no such grades.  Mr, W,
Raunie, Newmarket, then moved, F. S. Spence, Toronto, seconded, and
it was carried, ** That Messrs. Alexander, McAllister, Lewis, Colles, and
Wood be a committee to draft a. resolution embodying the ideas of the
seetion on the subject of over-supply, to the Minister of Education, said
committee to report to this section to-morrow moring.”  Alfter hearing
Mr. McQueen'’s pager on “RePrcsenmtion to Provincial Association,
which was read by Mr. Smith, P.S.I., Wentworth, the following resolu-
tion, proposed by Mr. Spence, and scconded by Mr. R. W. Doan was
adopted :—** That each local association be entitled to threv delegates
who shall be full members of this associativn ; that any teacher or in.
spector may be a privileged member on payment of fifty cents, such pri-
vileged member to be entitled to all the privileges of this association,
except voting, at the cloction of officers, or when the-yeas or nays ave
called ; and for purposes of representation the section shall be conaider-
ed a local associntion.” The ition resumed at € p.m., Mr. Alox-
ander, President, in the chair. TMr. A, H. Morrison, Galt, read a paper
on *‘Physical Education,” whiéh e publish in our columns. A vote of
thanks to Mr. Morrison was woved by Mr. Reid, Mount Forest, second-
ed by Mr. Scarlett, P.S.I,, and carrted with acclamation. M, J. L.
Hughes, P.S.L, Toronto, then gave an cxtremely practical address on
** Industrial Drawing,” as taughtin the public schools of Toronto. He
snid that teachers considepedf¥his subject could only be taught by a
Drawing Master, »‘%“ ikt show that it was within the scope of
every teachc to give hstruction in it, if that individual’s mind was
cleared of thiee popular fallacies, namely : (1) That pupils cannot learn
to draw, (2) That all teachers cannot learn drawing ; (3) That in teach-
ing druwing wo should educate the hand. He then clearly showed how
o teacher might commence the art with even very young pupils, by draw-
ing u vegular figure such as a square, and sub-dividing 1t into squaves,.—
thus teaching on the square. (laughter). Theso figures could be filled in

always remembering that what was drawn on oue side should be similar- .

ly performed on the other side of the centre.  He cut a pattern from a
maple leaf and illustrated how that, or any similar pattern might be
utilized on the same principlé.  He referred to somo specimens of work

erformed by the children of the Turonto Public Schools, which were ex-

ilited in the Entrance Hall of the Education Department, as evidence
of what might be done by this system ; and we may here remark that,
considering- the ages of the:juvenile artists, the specimens we saw were,
in many instances, extremely well executed, and we could scarcely credit
tho assertion that they were original designs—bussuch is the fact. M.
Linton, Galt; said ho knew nothing of ‘the subject until: he hésrd Mr.,
Hughes give an address on it at.a convention in Waterloo County. He



