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indeed been incorporated in the sJieme of Cornil University, teacher or stiidtiits, under theo cironmatances, cui qiOtly enter
whirh provides "for instruLtioa in suh br.hilî 3 .i Iearnîng as the roelam • iuhr tlhughIt. Ouir shmls and collteg.s ou.ght to
are related to agriculture and the mechanical arts, in prder to be depoitories of goncrous and no:>le ideails. The highiest forims of
promnote the liberal and practical education of the industrial siucess siitd he ainied at, and appropriatoa motives appUaled to i
classes in the severai pursuits and proess:ons of life ". and at O r tits atttimut.
is ietin the exerimenit was tried ol combinmng iroitable The ideal set beforo prize-wiinners is not the best. The naderi«lits inception the . .rimnt a nature of teic contcst is not truly elevating. Our students will fiidinechaical industries witI zie pursuit of learnig. Ihe aim enough . Itrialismi when -they leave school anid college. Our

at least, was a generous one ; devised in the sanie spirit wh.cl civilztion is finl of temuptations to low miaterial success, attained
here, in other ways, aims ait makmng intellectual wealth available gnly by iming it low and naterial standards of life.
to the gifted aspirant of every rank. Let us not discotra'e ic The satisfactîn ,,f wming scholairships is naot unualloyed. Paying
idea that in the world's fâture, and above all, in this centre of pe's fair share for educational benefits received ought to b the
ireedom and industry, the goud stime is coinimg ; thou.gh. doubt- prhi lee opf thue pou jas vell as the dutiy -,f the rnch ; aid th hign-
less, for us of ic elder generation at least, ninded sons of humble parentage cuimiot rid th enselves of tiis

Far on in summners that we shall not see,,thouglht on receiving :cholarships, even tiough conscious of having
l i letal sapcin y s ha fot mm bel tac t compel von thmn fairly. At its best, a cash prize comtes to such a mat as

whenmtellectual capacity shall not be thought incompatible an awkward kmnd s and any iaterial reivard as a questionable
vmitb iechanical toil ; when another Burns, dowered with all compliment. Tho inconveniences of poverty are net msore prejudi-
that culture can lend to genius, inay " wake to ecstasy the living cial tu intellectual pursuits than the spirit engendered iii exciting
lyre" while following the plough ; another Vatt or Stephenson, contests for cash prizes. Observe, I do not say that needy students
trained in the mysteries of statics and dynanics, iay revol- oughit naot to lx. assisted, but that sclularships obtained im

tionize the economic service of niechanical forces ; another competitiv examciations are not the best form mu which .ech
Hugli Miller, rich in all the latest revelations of science, may assistanc s ca gn.
interpret more fully to other generations tie tetimony of the Ennd<d Uiio n is a înatural principle and plays a.inr important parb

amon the secondal.ry motives thiat acute us3 m our most laudal
rocks. Meanwhile we may look forwa-d, without any dread of pursuits. Our duty as teachers is naot to ignoîrc it, but wisely
the fancied evils of "over-education," to a widely.ditused cul- to guide and conttr it. '" It exists," says Wilhn, "as a natural
titre, broad and thorougli ; with its few eminent scholars and dis, )sitiotn in every assembly of moi pursuing simnultaneously the
specialists rising as far above the general standard as the nost Mile occupation ; it exists indepenîdently of ail outward rowards
cultured of our own day excel the masses. For, after ail, the land 1141 ntlng sas cunimi . with the hope of material advantage."
higiest education is but a relative thng. ' o ic author of the Not necessardy, perhap-% ; but the natuiral principle, like any

Principia " ail that lie had achieved seenied but the work of other, may be abused, and soon degenerate into unhealthy rivalry,
. wien a fev pres are offered to< Qt comipetitors. A solf-seekin

child wien compared with the vast ocean of trutah still une unîîgenîerous spirit is alnust suro to assurt itself ; as Shakespeare
plored ; while to tae rustic adiirers of Goldsmith's "Village puts it:
Schoolmaster" F or cia,"lation lath a thousand sous,

"Still the w'onder grew,
That one small hcad could earrvY all lie knîew."

The pastoral valleys of ancient Greece and of modern Switzer-
laid-the fens of Holl. i1. and the rugged soil 'nd ungenial
clinate of Scotiand tell ,vhat mental culture cin accomplish
when placed within reach of all. We need be in no fear that
Canadian Bacons and Newtons, Porsons and Wlewells, .will
multiply unduly; and for the rest, we nay safely leave the
chances of an excessive crop of lawyers, doctors or teachers to
the samse law of supply and demand which regulates the indus-
try of the mnanufaiurer and the produce of the farm. But of
this we iay feel asstired that in tie grand struggle of the
nations in the comng tune the most widely-educated people
will wrest the prize froi its rivais on every field where the value
of practical science, and the power whit.h knonledge confers,
are brou ilht mio la Fof ll h i . 1

That one by onie puîrs•te: if youi give way,
Or hîi.dge asi.le fromt the direct forthright,
LjkeC tu ait cutcred t;de t'ey alt rush by,
Ald ktave ?toit lieedinosl."

self-enudation -surpassing ona's self-is a Iltudable motive-the
highest fori of compitition in aIl cases, under wise direction,
resulting in good te those that are cxereised thieriby. In obedience
to this principle of action,

WC rise 1y things tiat are 'ncath out feet
By whbat wve have mîastered of good or gain
By the pride deposel and (lie paion sln,

And thue vanîquished ills that we liourly neet.
The present mode of awarding prizes makes the success of a few,

or of one, possible only on the failuco of many otiers-comparable,
certainly, to somte forms of what passes for success in business lift ;
but I thnnk we shall tind a nobler forn of competition--one that
miay safely bu recositmi.ended, and fromn which are elhminated the

lfi h, biti ns s , roinent .. re,,nii eth ds - in

ge p y. ater a w at s si-.ence, know edge. SC s am .o V p m p' r gm o oscientia, but tie whole accumulated experience of the past ?" 'i hh ais
Me ay rise ont ste.Ippù .-stonies

Of their de"l eri to Iigher things.
gptCa. Can we not rise a step or two lin tie scale of motive without being

regarded as transcendentd ? Higher than the hopo of tangible
rexard, or the desire to excel others, is the dere to uin the

PRIZES AND SCHOLARSHIPS, approbation of parents or teachers; aud higiest of ail, the wish to
improvo becau ise it s right.

y tn. C. i'HEsRY, M P., RINIPeAL coroUI COLL. INSTITUTE. Fitch, speaking of hvlit lie termns "at claborate system of
brihery, by vhich we (in I'uglanid) try te stinuilate ambition and to

(A >.aper readl heqre the Ontario Ieachers' Jnociation). foster excellence," relates that a recent traveller in England, Dr.
tConti,.ulît frin last e Wiese, iate director of publie instruction in Prussia, says of tihis:

Prizes, therefore, as at preseit used, wien intended as ail "i Of aIt the contrasts which the Eniglisi niode of thiiking and
incentive to diligence, fail to accomplish their purpose. Like iving 1actitsliows, none has appeared t me sostrihing aid contradictory
schlolarships mn order to :id needy students, tiey iiscarry-ftl as the fact thiat a nation which lias se great and sacred a sense uf
slirrt of their intended object, andi shulid bo abandonied for som1e- duîty imakes no0 use of that idea. in the stool education of theyouig.
thMing more generally beneficial. It lias rather allowed it te beconme the customn, and it is an uvil

2. But even supposinz overy student te ho reacied by the custoi, to regard the prospect of reunard and hoior as the chief
incentive of prizes, I should still question the wisdomn of the itmlhc lo indutry and eertio," prizes and iedals being given not
pr.actice. The motires thus oflered are naot the best ; indeed they ouly for progress t learniig but aise for good conduct.
are unworthy the high aims of devoted teachers and tenîd te lesseni The samie tmay sooi bu said of Ontario iniess radical changes are
the self-respect Of students. Ili the race for prizes, teachers catch eflicted in this business of.prizeiving.
the spirit of the contest, and senti beconi little more thai profess. Now, what benefit do prizes confer uîpont our colleges ? Ve liave
jouai traminers for the final trial of strengti. I doubt if either considered the question of iicrcasng the îîunber of students. Can


