Moral and Criol Tustr uction.

firt of a serics of mem s on the
great subject of which the * Origin
of Speeies”™ was only  an abstract.
He promised m a second to deal with
the “ Variation of Organisms in a State

()

of Nature,” and in a third to * try
the principle of Natural Selection by
secing how far it will give a fair ex-
planation  of the several classes of
facts alluded to.”

(70 be continued. )

MORAL AND CIVIL INSTRUCTION.

LY AL VESSTOL, ACADEMIC INNIH CTOR OF SCHOOLS, MARSFILLES, FRANCE,

E advise our teacher, to assign
\V hereafter a large place in their
work to instruction in morals and
il government.

Moral and civil instruction meets
the wants as well as the wishes of
the country ; it Is 4 necessary conse-
quence of the profoura change which
15 taking place in out institutions, in
our laws, 1n our manncrs. The es.
tablishment of the republic and of
universal suffrage, which is its basis,
has given to the school a new charac-
ter: it imposes upon the teacher new
duties.  The primary school is no
longer merely local, communal; 1t
has become in the highest degree a
national institution, on which even the
entire future of the country depends.
It is no longer a place to which the
child resorts to acquire certain infor:
mation that may prove useful to him
in private life ; it is the source from
is to ue drawn, together with the
principles of universal morality, a
knowledge of his rights and duties in
regard to public life; it is the school
of citizenship and patriotism.

The function, then, of the teacher
is notably, increased, and his respon-
sibility extended. The teacher used
to drill his pupils in reading, writing,
and arithmetic ; now, without neglect-
ing that portion of his duty, he ought
to have a higher ambition, namely,
that of raising up for the country de-
fenders and for the republic citizens.
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The children now under his care
will onc day be voters and soldiers ;
they will have their share of influence
in shaping the future of the country ;
their souls must then be well tem-
pered, their minds must be enlight-
ened ; they must be acquainted with
the intellegence of their times, with the
society of which they are to becomc
members, the civil duties they will
have to fulfil, the institutions they
will have to strengthen.  They must
be inspired with a generous patriot-
ism ; this does not mean that they
are to be taught to hate foreign peo-
ples—-let us leave that cruel instruct-
1on to others--but that they are to
nourish a passionate love of their own
country. ‘I'rue patriotism consists in
love, and not hate ; it does not con-
sist in any attempted systematic
alteration of well established histori-
cal facts or jealous depreciation of
the greatness and glories of other
peoples.  No, it does not involve the
humiliation of others; it is inspired
by justice, it is allied to a noble emu-
lation. This it is that France needs,
and this is what French vouth should
be taught.

Undoubtedly this double instruct-
tion is not entirely new, and it would
be erroneous to suppose that moral
and civil instruction now first makes
its sudden appearance in our schools.
Many of our teachers are now, and
long have been, giving lessons calcu-



