
Public Scho Dcpartment.

The granting of permits at prescnt lies
mainly in the bands of the County Inspcctor
and thel Minister, and is the source of bitter
accusations of favouritism, partiality and ne-
potism against the one, and of political job-
bery aganst the othcr.

If permits are to continue, and Mr. Crooks
ias no dcsire to lt politics or anything clse
but the wclfarc of cducation guide him in
granting them, lct him have the rccom.
mcndation of his own rcsponsible nomince
as well as that of the County Inspector. Vc
vill tben have the air clcarcd of the accusa-

tions wc have hcard hurlecd ngainst both him-
scf and the unlucky Inspcctors.

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SECTION OF
THE PROVINCIAL ASSOCIATION.
TiE Committce cntrustcd with the duty of

providing work for the Public School Section
at the next meeting of the Provincial Asso-
ciation, which bcgns on the ioth of August
next, bas dctcrmined ihat the members at.
tending it shall not bc idlc. The following
is a list of the subjects proposcd for discus-
sion, with the names of thc:r introduccrs:-

r. Recent Lcgislation.-W. B. Harvey.
2. Uniformity of Tcxt-books.-S. S. Ilerner.

3. Represcntation at the Provincial Associa-
tion.-F. W. Chapman.

4. Mcans of Supply of Teachers.-I. Dick-
enson.

5. Rotation of Examiners. - Samuel Mc-
Allister.

6. Ir any change in the Superannuation Fund
desirable ?-R. Boyle.

Three at lcast of these subjects-thesecond,
third and sixth-havc bcen before the Asso.
ciation at previous meetings, and the fact of
their being put upon the programme for the
present ycar is an indication of the import-
anc.e attached to them by the profession
throughout the country. It is to be hoped
that the efforts to make the Provincial
Convention an assembly of delegates will be
advanced by the deliberations at the approach-
ing meeting. The important points to be
decided before a re-organization of the As-
sociation can take place are :-i. The num-
ber of delegates to be sent from each local
Association. 2. Upon what basis High
School teachers and Public School inspectors
are to be represented. It may be at once
conceded that if the Associalion is to contain
a fair portion of the most active-minded and
intelligent educationists of the country, we
cannot have representation according to num-
bers. This would give a large preponderance

to Public School teachers, and a trifiing reprc-
scntation to inspectors. The wisdom oi the
Public School Section and of the gencral
Association will bc wcil employed in devising
a plan by which ligh School tcachers and
inspectors May bc fairly rcpirceented at the
same time that the Public School clcment
will have its great predominance in numbers
cquitably rceogniizcd.

The present mcthod of supcrannuation has
two radical faults: the sixty years' limit In
active service, and the smallncss of the allow-
ance made to worn-out tenchcrs. Nos one,
not even the Ministcr of Education himecIr,
pîretends that the prescnt allowancc is suffi-
cieit to induce a compctent teacher Io remain
In the profcssion to take the bencit of it
when hc has to retire. It hcars su small a
proportion to his salary, littile as that may be,
that hc docs not anticipate much pleasure in
the cnjoyment of it after his lire of til, for
the simple rcason that it will only partially
relieve him of the anxictics of kecping the
wolf from the door. .

We have alrcady exprcssed our opinion
that teachers would be quite willing to in-
crcase their annual contribution in order to
secure an allowanre large enough to cnable
tlcm to end thcir days in comfort. Until
the privilcge of rctiring after a shortcr
tern of service bc concedcd, and the allow-
ance bc increascd to an amount that indicates
a fair valuation of the character of the ser-
vices pcrformed and of their duration, the
good sought by the establishment of the
Superannuation Fund, cither in securing
compctent teachers for our schools, or in
inducing them to remain in the profession,
will not be iccomplished.

The discussion that took place upon the
question of the 4 Uniformity of Text-books,"
at the last meeting, shewcd tait there was
considerable danger in meddling with the
present plan. If there were no restriction
upon the use of text.books in our schools,
many of our boards and of our teachers would
become the victims of enterprising and un-
scrupulous publisliers. If we were certain
that every board or every teacher was coi-
petent to form a sound opinion uvon the books
to be used in the schools, there would
be less objection to giving latitude in the
choice of text-books. But even then there
would be danger of a serinus evil which a
United States visitor forcibly illustratcd at
the last meeting, when hestated that he knew
of a school in Pennsylvania in which sixteen
different text-hooks in geography were used.
The chief objection to uniformity of text-
books is that the best book may not he
authorized for the work that bas to be done.
The only way ta get rid of this, or, at all
events, to minimize it, is to have a thor-
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