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Agricultural ‘Bocieties sheuld Patvonise
Agricultaral Papers.

‘The principat object that Governinent had in
view in o liberally endowing Agricultural Soci-
etics, was to give a stianlus to itnprovement in
this important branch of industry. In some sec-
tions of th~ country mighty changes magnculture
have been etfected through the instrumnentahty of
thoze valuable inntitutions ; and by exumaing the
subject clos~ty, it will be found, thac wiere the
farme:s are characterised for their zel m carry-
ing out the leading agricaltural improvements of
the day, they are supplied with an ably-conduct-
ed agrienliural paper, through the ageacy of an
agricultural society. This prineple of support-
ing journals devoted aimost exclusively to agri-
culture, i3 o wisely caleulated to make agnicultu-
ral socleties popular, that where they are based
and carried out on sound principles, almost every
friend to his country cannot otherwise but patron?
ise them  Every man geis more than jus sub-
scription fee, whether he draws a pnze ornot;
and if e be successful in the latter, it makes the
prize appear more valuable than if procured on
the old system, inasmuch as it wonld appear as
though he had really not contributed anything
towards the funds of the society. By affording
a magazine, which every one would consider
cheap at a dollar, for haif that sum, is simply

‘giving 50 per cent discount to the societies,
-which would otherwise be appropriated to travel-
liug or local agents. The pubhe mind hasbecome
s0 well informed upon this subject, and agricul-
tural journals and other publieations that treat on

the science and practice ot agricalture 2, uow‘

so highly appreciated by the intelligent poction of
the farmers, that it is almost needless 10 occupy
wmucit space with these topics; but for fear st
mdy be thonght by some that this mode of sup-
porting agricultural societies and papers is not
held in esteem by those who are as well quahified
to judge of its merits as onrselves, we would con-
clude these remarks by making a fow extracts
fromthe Chatham Gleaner, of the 23rd Docember
last, which ave to the point, and show mast cou-
clusidely-that it is of the greatest importan o 1t
the farmers of Canada should look wel! o ied

trasintérests at this important erisa,

“ Every farmer is nota scientiie man, fary have
mope thin a common education, and a larve wartinn
ean prither read nur weis, the assertion may nel-
ther bz Pléasing aue palatable, yet nons, we pre-

sumz, wii gairsay jt,  Anl a thix] duficulty w

the spreading of useful information is detected in
this tact,—~the farmer, ever characterised for his
prejudices, opposcs any thing likesnnuvation on the
practice of his immedinte predicessors, and sull,
struggling azainst the stream of inercasing know-
ledge, continues to pled. In writing this, at the
present time, our principle object 15 to get the at~
tention of the farmer directad L those means withe
in his rench, which witl (nable Lim to see clearly
the adsantages, which must ceerue to him from a
more ready accommedation on hus part, to the im-
proved practices of the day, Aud misy and fore~
most, is the gencral cstablishiment of Aguculturak
Sceicties.  As an encouragement to the crection
of these valuable inststutions, the Pravincial govern-
ment has enacted a statute, whiroby 1 premises o
treble the sum subscribed by wiy distiset for this
purpose.  Assistance such as this Is st genierous,
atd negleet on the part of any district, or tow nship,
to avail jtsclf of the profered ad, is worse than
ingratitude, We, therefore, say to the farmers,
awake ! exert yourselves in establiling and sup-
porting these institutions. In this distriet & society
was fermed some years ago, and still continues to
exist, but in so lunguid a state thatat requires every
man’s assistance o give it the power of duing gocd,
to thatextent its friends would wish.  Like all in-
stitutions, it has had to pagzs through its infancy,
and many have been the difiiculties it has had to
coutend with, ard many have been the faults it has
commniitted, this arose chicfly fiom inexperience,
and was to have been expected.  During the past
year a new coastitution has been prepared, and will
o into operaticn or the 1st January, 1846, copies
of which can be had at this office, graus ; the society
is to be organized for ten years; the sum of f.ve
shillings per annum, will entitle one to membership,
and cach member gets a British Anterican Culii}
vator, frce,—~wlich is worth double the money.
The benefits to be derived from a connecticn with
this society are not confited to premiums awarded
at its annual show ; this is the least, and, as at pre-
sent managed, may perhaps be considered an objec~
tion, on account of the bickering and dissatisfaction
created by the d.cisions. DMany, we know, have
‘oined the socicly for no other carthly chjectthan to
et their ten or twenty shillings, and many others
will not join, because, say they, [ can’t get a pre-
mium. Now, this is decidedly wrong andwe think
+ it would be an imprevement it premivms were paid
in ivstruments of husbandry, cf spproved character.
But what narrow and sclfish views such perscos
aust have of the genial Lepedits of such an mstitu-
tion. What, s there neither pleastre or profit i
communicating idess ; would a monthly meeting off
the farmers in every township be deleterious 1y
their interests ; would the cstablishment cfa Far-
mers” Library connccted with the instituticny o
series of lectures, by scme competent person, be
cither obnoxious or injuricus, ferscoth; we think,
these loag winter evenings, nathing could”be mere
agreeghle.  To those who wish to grub a shilling
wii one haad, when they lay cutstypence with tha
her, we would say, the money you-would suhseribe
heing trebled by the zoverament zr of, is havded
~ver tg you again to M0 what yeu please with, in
advaucing agi.cuiture 3 you are not cbliged o ex~




