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THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR,.

cquality with them. Upon & prosperous sgricul-
ture is Briush America, depends, wo aro per-
suaded, tho improvement and prosperity of these
noble appendages of tho British Empire, and they
never can flourish without it

Draining.

There 13 not a greater defect in Canadiap ag-
neulture, goncrally, than the want of sufficiont
draining. No operation connected witk agricy}
turo is of morc vital unpurtance to its successful
Pursuit,then that wiuch will sccuro the sul
Bgamst ilio injurious cffecis of water. It1s yn.
possible to produco hoalthy, and good crops, on
auy land that is not sufficiently draincd, no mat.
ter hew much menuro may bo applied. It can.
not be properly ploughed, harrowed, or kept free
from weeds, and whero this is the case, good or
profitable crops cunnot bo expected. It is diffi-
cult to find 1n this country, a fatm properly drain.
ed. ‘I'hero may not bo any water on the sur.
face of soil, and yetit may be very imperfecily
drained, aud not w a fic stato for arable culturor
Within tho last few years, draimng has produced
moro bonefit to British ogriculture, than any
other improvement that has beea introduced.—
Indeed there is scurcely any improvement posei-
ble in arablo culture on land that is not sufficient
ly drained. At present, in the British Isles, the
chief attention of both the proprictors of land,
and the farmers, is directed to the moro perfect
drainoge of the sail,  ‘There is not any means in
our power, by wlich so great an improvement
can be efiected inland, as by draining, particu.
larly, if wo eoil isstrong clay. In British Ame.
rica, strong clay soils are never in a proper state
to plough, work, or produce a crop, unless they
are woll drained. Thcy must at all imcs be too
hard or too soft.

Atalate meeting of the Rutlang:Agricultural
Society, Wm. Shaw, Esq., Editor of the Mark
Lane Exprese, and a member of the Council of
the Royal Agnicultural Socioty of England, be-
ing present, his health was given, and in return.
ing thanks that gentleraan mado the following
observation with regard to draining :— ‘That he
trusted the landlords present, possessing as they
did the power and the means of promoting agr.
cultural improvement in tho most eflicient man-
nar, would not Jay themsclves open to the charge
of failing to do 50, by neglecting to provide good
and sufficient drainege for the land of their tc-
nantry. Inthe scssion of Parliament which pre-
ceded tho last, a most important step was made
towardsa gencral drainage, by the passing of on
act to cnable the owners of entailed estates to
raigo money for that purpose, and to cha:;go the
¢stato with the expensc. That was ono step;
but another and a most important measure had
been proposed by a gendeman who was most
zcalousn the cause of agnculture, anc who was
now President of the Royal Agricultural Society,
by which it was contemplated to obtain power
to make main drains through the wholo country,
throughwhich the water from the surface drains
mightbe carried off, ana by whichmany thou.
eands of pcres, in many places lying together,
end now valucless, might be rendered valuable
these mein drains, of ho mght be permutted the
torm, would bo the turnpike road of drainege, into
which the smallor digins.as the high ways, would

run.”  Perhays thero is not in England a more
zealous, friend of egricultyral smprovement and

presperity than this geatleman,—and if he sees

the great necessity for additional dramage inEn-
gland, the best culuvated country in Europe, wo
may woll suppose how much drainago s required
in this new, and genorally flat country. In the
Supplement to our Troatiso on Agriculture, wo
suggested the great nccessity of making largo
main draing, where thoy woro vory much requir-
ed, and in situations whero great improvement
might bo cflccied by them. Such man dra.ms
aro cssentially necessary in very maay places in
this country, and without them, tho land in thoge
places never can be properly droined.

Statistics of Agriculturc.

‘Wo have long experienced the wantof accur-
ate Statistisal information of the stato of Cana-
dian Agriculture. It is only by such information
that we can become acquninted wath its defects,
and boable to suggest suitable remedics, Wo
have often been surprised at the form of printed
papers sont out to this colony by the home gov- |
ernment, to bo filled up here, and returned to
England. Quoncs were put 1 these papers to
be answered here, that 1t was impossible to an.
swer accuratcly, from any infurmation in tho ;
pussession of any individual, 01 departmentan the
country. If such infurmanon was not consider-
cd by the homo government, both useful and no-
ccssary, we may reasonably supposo nosuch in-
quirics would be made. 'We took liberty of sub.
mitting this matter to the notice of the late Gov,
ernor Gencral, and transmitted at the samoe time,
a number of queries which we conceived might
bo answered by tho resident clergy, or by parish
officers, if there was a law authorizing such que.
ries tobe made. Wo know that agriculural que.
ries have been sentto the resident clergy in Eng.
land, and tabulated answers received from them,
Theo following querics aro a copy of those wo
rofer to, as having submitted to the late Lord
Sydenham, with a few added to them, They
are not exectly similar to the querics made 1n
England, but we conceive they are such as are
suitable for British America :—

Namo the Parish,

Extent in Acres.

Number and size of Farms.

Naturc and depth of the soil.

Naturoe of the sub.soil.

State of Drainage.

Number of acres under plough.

Usual courss of crops.

Whother weeding the crops is gencrally prac.
ticed.
Number of acres in Meadow.

o

Number of acres in Pasture, and state the
quality of the pasture, and what proportion of it
has been culiivated.

Number of acres in waste, but occupied—
what proportion is capable of cultivation—whe. !
ther all 13 bearing wood, and the valuo of the !
waood.

Number of acres of unoccupied waste, its qua-
lity and suitableness for settlement and cultiva.
tion.

Aversge quanuty of hay from aruficial grasses,
and from natural grasses.

Number of acres, and quantity produced, of
wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, Indian corn,
pcas, beans, and other gramns, not specified in
the years 1840, and 1841, each sepurately, _

Number of acres®ultivated for hope, and pro.
bable produce.

~

Number of acres, and produce of potatoes.

Number of acres under any other groon crops,

Numbecr of acres undersummor fallow.

Stato how tho proccss is oxccuted generally,
and if fallowing is found to bo beneficial to the
soil, and the preduction of crops.

Number of horses amplayed in agriculture,
and other purposes, and whether generally geld.
ings.

Number of working oxen.

Number of oxen snnually fattened, on grass
and stall fed, each scparately.

Number of grazing catilo, and wuilch cows, each
soparately, and their breed, quality, and valuo,

Number of calves bred in tho year for rearing
and for meat,

Number of shecp of the long-woolled breed,
their quality, and tho aversge woight of oach
fleace,

Number of sheep of tho short-woolied breed,
thoir quality, and tho average weight of each
fleeco,

Number of lambs bred in the year for rearing,
and for meat, and the aversge mortality untif
weaned, per hundred born.

Number of sheep of all descriptions, sheared in
a year, the breed, quality, and valuo of shecp ge.
nerally.

Number of swino fattened in the year, what
food they are generally fattened upon, their aver.
ago weight, and what probable porportion sold.
¥ Quantity ¢ ad description of cheese and butter,
mado in & ycar, each separately, and what pro-
bablo quantity of cach may bo sold.

What is tho stato of the roads, and haw re
paired.

What is thostate of water communication, if
there is any, might it be made useful and how.

‘What is the rate of wages for all description
of servants and labourers, and the probable num-
bers employed by farmers.  State if form labour.
ers are 10 be had atall times to meet the demana
for them. State whether there are any domestic
monufactories carried on —describe what they
are, and the extent and valuc of the manufac-
tures, together with the number of persons em-
ployed in them, and the wages they obtain.

Give any other useful information that will
have a tendency to show the true state of agri.
culture in the pansh, both as regards capitat and
the want of it

Answers to these queries would give us some
idea of the state of the country, and what mea.
sures it would be best to adopt to remedy any
defeets {n our system. The physician will not
know what medicine to administer to his patient
unless he knows the nature of his ecomplaint—
Let it not be supposed that it is our wish to re.
present agriculture in @ depressed state if it is
nnt so. We only wish the subject to he Mirdy
investigated that is of so much importance to the
vast majority of the inhabitants of British Awme.
rica.

We have copied the following obeervation®
that have some reference to Agricultural Statis.
tics, from the Quartcrly Journal of tha Statistical
Society of England. These obscrvations are
perfectly corrcet in stating that if any advantago
could be gained by any party, from a knowledgo
of the true state of agriculture, and its produce,
mcans would. vory soon be-found to obtain.the
most perfectly accurato information oa every
point desired. Tho great obstacle in all theso
matters 1s—the want of feeling sufficient interest.



