‘o

148

AGRICULTURIST, AND JOURNAL

—a most beautiful sight to see.  An appartment
some 36-feet by 20 feet in height—the roof sup-
ported by pillars—provides marble shelving all
around it and marble tables in the midst, on
which the white milk dishes stand. The floor,
wall, ceili 1z ave all of porcelain—either Minton's
tiles a- on the floor and roof (the latter pre-
senting au openwork for ventilation), or white
porcelain as ou walls, or embussed and coloured
porcelain as in cornicing and other ornamental
parts. The whole is as perfect a combination
of form, colour, and lustre as was ever provided
for the purpose which it serves, and which is ob-
served in the design throughout. The utensils
are of the best common kind—common barrel
churn, &6 °

Hard by is the aviary and poultry housc—a
subdivided range of shed and wirework caged-in-
yards, in which the various breeds of poultry and
kinds of farm-yard fowl are kept.

You rezain the Shaw Farm and the residence
of Mr. Tait by a wall through the now deserted
arounds of Ifrogmore House, beautiful in the
magnificence of its timber trees, the smoothness
of its grassy gludas and slopes, and the mixture
of its groves and mounds and ornamental water;
interesting, too, for the mausoleum newly erected
in their midst, where lies the body of H. R. H.
the late Duchess of Kent ; soon, however, to be
more sadly interesting still for another resting-
place soon to be provided, where the remains of
the late Prince Consort will lie in the midst of
scenes of quict beauty, and close by the scenes
Ji:lst visited of intelligent activity, both of which

e loved so well.

Alsike Clover;

Trifolium lybridum or Alsike Clover, is a
species which appears to a certain extent, o
combine the properiies of the red and white
clovers. Tt was considered by Linnweus to bea
hybrid, and is cultivated to a considerable ex-
tent in the district of Alsike, in Sweden, from
whence it derives its name ; and was, we believe,
grsa‘;; introduced into this country about 1834 or

3.

It has for the last few years engaged the at-
tention of agriculturists i Scotland and various
parts of Eugland to a considerable extent; and
itg reputation is now so firmly established, that
we think it is likely to become much more ex-
tensively sown this season than ever it has been
before. Its chief advartage consists in i*s suc-
ceeding cn land which, from repeate sowings of
red and white cloverseed, has become cloversick.

The treatment required for it appears to be
very much the same as for other clovers. Our
practice and that of our neighbours, on clay
land, hag been to drill about eizht or nine
pounds -of seed an acre, on barley or wheat,
about the first week in Aupril, care being taken
that the seed is not deposited too decpin the
goil. After barvest, if it has been s growing
season, we let our sheep occasionally run over

it, for 2 month or two, if the weatheris fice,r
opinion beiug that the treading of the g
consolidates the land, and is of great advanly
to the Alsike, giving it firm root-hold. Ay
the middle of October, it should be drexed s;
about six or eight loads of farm-yard dup,
short as can fairly be got. I the spring,its
require the usual bush-harrowing; and why’
has made a fair growth, the sheep may agaip}
put on to it, and allowed to remaiu until¢
first week in May, if intended for geed : jfr
it can be depastured, as other clovers,

We are decidedly of opinion that it shy
not be fed later than the firs, weelk in May,iit
seed. Still, we have seen it fed until Jung;t
the advantage appears doubtful, as it showst
barvesting of the seed too late on in *hesus
and if dry weather sets in the.e is some difiet
in getting it to make a good start. Lagtl
vest & considerable quantity wag left forg
and the yield is said to be good, the quuf
fine, and the price more moderate tuap it}
ever been before. It generally plants well>
last season was an exception, a large b
of the land sown having missvd plant altoge
It has been plonghed up for beans, mainlyos>
we consider, to the inferiority of last yearsy
In ordinary sz2asouvs, even when thin inf
spring, it tillers very much and fills up ias:
markable manner.

When required for mowing, it islefii’
game way ag red clover, and on Jand ing -
fair condition will cut two tons of hayan
The feeding qualities of the hay are said &
considerable, but we have seen no aualysisd
velue compared with ordinary clover bay.

Some difference of opinion is entertaineds
the comparative merits of this variety and,
clover for the despasturing of sheep; it beiry
firmed by many growers thatsheep will lessz.
other kind 8t grass or clover to feed on theds
whilst others consider that its principal meit
sists in its suceeeding so well on cloversicks
its perennial habit sad fibrous root beisze.
similer to the red or white clover. W
has been grown, it has invariably beenfoz!
excellent preparation for wheat; and wet
no doubt it will shortly become sowa qut
extensively as either red or white closer.
prove a most valuable acquisition to onret
ial grasses. The more it becomes kuom.
greater will be its cultivation; the high
that the seed has previously borae a
scarcity, have hitherto prevented its mot
tended use.~Marl Lane Express.

How to choose a good potate.—A e
pondent of a Scottish paper gives the bl
rule:— ¢ The finest, mealiest. and most i
potatoes are always denser and heavier thaa.
soft and waxy. By taking advantage d.
difference in their special gravity, the igh
inferior potatoes are made to swim ont*

face of a solution of salt, while the beat-
good sink to the bottom.”



