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Il is foreign to the purpose of this article to deal with
the f irst and third periods which have been dealt with
on a nurnber of occasions by various writers.

What the pioneers accomplished during the second
period and the fact that they made a large amount of
money during that time, f rom the sale of peits alone, is
the true foundation of the whole business.

The writer of this article had many unique opportun-
ities of observing what those pioneer fox breeders ac-
complished f rom 1898 to 1 909. lNe pracbised as a
physician for a number of years at Aiberton, P. E. I.,
the cradle of the silver fox breeding industry. Besides
the intimacy that a trusted 5a.inily physician brings. he
was consulted on many occasions, upon many problems
which these rnen were called upon fo solve; this ai a
lime when the greabest secrecy prevailed and the in-
dustry was surrounded by a mystic halo. The evidence
he is able to give is first hand for he was on the spot to
observe things which were then unknown to the outside
worid. Wibhout going into details he saw niorigages
being paid off, new bouses with ail moderr conveniences
being built. lNe saw ail those pioneers surrounding
themnselves with many luxuries which only the rich
could a:ford. In short he saw men who were hitherto
in very ordinary circumstances in a fe%î years become
rich. Besides accumuiating a number of primne silver
foxes he knew each of them to have a comnfortable banlc
account. They did not make the great fortunes that
some have made in the Iast four years, but the fact re-
mains that during twelve years, from the sale of peits
only, year after year, they made a steady and rapid ad-
vance from comparatively small means, to wealth.
There is no other industry, certainly norne here. irn which,
with such a small outlay and sa little money tied up in
a manufacturing piant, such a resuit could or can be
achieved as these men obtained.
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Interesting Views of the Fox Industry

A holiday by the sea shore is the form of vacation
most appreciabed by thousands of people from the in-
]and centres. Prince Edward Island abounds with
attractions to suit ail tastes from the quiet retirement of
a sea-side village or a well appointed farm hcmne Io the
busy, active, modemn city with ils many opportunities
for amusement and entertainiment.

LiFe many men of Iiiiied education and narrow out-
look tbiey tbougbit to lieep a mionopoly of tbis great and
profitable inclustry iii their cwn bands by refusing to seil
any live animais for breeding purposes to outsiders.
Though there were tbree rival camps, between whom
(lie greaiest jeaiousy existed, for twelve years (hey stuck
to this resolution not to seli live animais. At Iast, bow-
ever, so rnany facts Icalied ou[ as to the arnount of
rnoney they were making that two or tbiree times the
price of the peits was offered them, and in 1909 tbey
yielded to the temptation to seli live animais.

Then the f lood gales were opened and prices of live
foxes went up with a bound so that a slurnip was bound
to corne. These towering prices were doing the industry
an incalculable amount of barm in tbe minds of linan.-
Cia] men who regarded Vlie whole lhinq as a wi>d-cat
schemne to gul the unwary. But. after ail, as happens
in bbc inlancy of every industry of great possibilities,
tLis was but a passing episode,' and, with the foundations
now so well laid and with the greater knowledge of
breeding these animais in captiviîy than the pioneers
possessed, there is no doubt that greater resuits than
ever will be achieved.


