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The Con f'si for tue Gornnzand of Lake Ontario
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(Rcid av eetng,1916)

A snîaill British naval forcc liad been main îaincd on the lakes cvcr
since the cession of Canada in 1763. Tliis tvis knownais tie Prov.incial
Marine or the "King's ships" and was administcrcd by the Quarter-
mas.ter-Gcner.il's Dcpartmcnt. It was organizcd in two divisions,
ane on -ike Ontariotwitla a dockyard and clcpot at Kingston and the
othcr for the service of the upper lakes witli ils ciepot at Amlhcrstburg.
A master-builder was employcd at ecdi of the--- stations with a cer-tain
nuniber of shipwrights; and other workmen for the construction,
rcpair, ard nmaintenance of thes-e vemscls aftcr the close ofnvgain
As green aak tiniber hiad b)een.inva-«riably uscd in building thcni it w-as
faund that they becaîne unserviceablc ini about cight ycairs. An
cxpcrimient liad beun tricd to prevent rot by filling the -;pace becthi
the shcathing %vith sait whichi was pronounced fairly successful but
was not generally adoptcd owing to the trifling exlcnse it %oulca euse.
In tinte of peace the Knig's ships wvcre usually employcd iii the trans-
port of troops and public stores but occasionally cari-ied civilian pas-
sengcrs and private nierchandise. They wvere cans"euntly nianned

b.creuws batrclv su;tfficient ta navicgate thcm. The nature of thicir
service macle it dcsirîble that thcy slould bc of niaderate size and lIight
drauglit ta enablc thcm ta cross thc bars nt t' Ie niouths ai small rivers
and approachi landings iii shallow watcr. Erticient seanicn wcrc noý
easily cngaged, pahrticularly since the beninning of the war with France,
as the pay %vas low and thie. srvice ninnatanouts %vith few oppartunities
for recration while in part. 'Most a.' tiieni wcrc Frencli Canadian
vo.yagczîrs who, seldorn rcnîained more, than une seaison. Nor wcrc the
officcrs of a class ta inspire nitch con fid<le. Captaiti Sttel. thie sen:or
afficer an Lake Ontario was sevcnty-five years ai agc and naturdly
anxiaus ta retire. Meut. Hugli Earlc, next in ratnk,, liad niarricdl a


