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country. They subseauoutly succeeded, however, in getting their
military service commuted for money; but this, and various other
payments they were compelled to make, and continued to pay down
to the time of the restoration of Charles II., when the Convention
Parliament entered into an agreement with him, that he should free

them from all the lauded obligations, which they had hitherto paid
for their estates, and that they would present him and his successors
with an Excuse law. In other words, that ho would enable them, for

tliis boon, to shift the burden from their own shoulders on to those
of the people. Having tlius, for their own solflsh ends, cut off the
principal source of revenue, and having subsequently cajoled our
rulers out of the chiof portion of the "rowned lands, there were no
means of the carryi' g on of the government; so that in the reign of

William the Thiij^'d they were under the necessity of imposinga land-

lax of four shillings in the pound on the full annual value of land.

This, however, was too good a thing to be continued, and our aris-

tocracy now managed to shirk, or to render it almost a nulity ; for in

1798 they passed a law declaring that "the land-tax should only bi

levied on the original assessment of William the Third." So tha .

taking into account the large increase in the valuQ of the land, the

tax does not now amount to a farthing in the pound; for, if it were
assessed at this present value, at four shillings in the pound it would
realize a sum of upwards of twenty-flve millions; whereas, the land-

tax raised in 1868 araountol to only £i ,092. 6'J.). But in tho interim the

Excise duties, which they imposed on the people, have increased

from about a million to upwards of twenty millions, and the customs,

and all other public burdens, to a total of 60i millions. With the

possession of the land, they have possessed the control over the

tenantry, and the power of returning to what ought to be the people's

house, tho majority of their own tools and mouth-pieces, to do their

blildiag, auii to crush and retard all measures made by the friends of

th ! people in favor of retrenchment or reform.
The possession of this power to pack the House of Commons, has

placed the State also at their disposal, and most of its offices Iiave

been lllled by our aristocra:3y or their nominees; and fierce and
savage have been their attacks upon the few outsiders who have

lately obtained possession of phiL-es in the ministry. The Church,

too, has ever been a creature aad a tool of their own. and its bishops

and clei'gy, their brethren or relations, or their own nominees, or

slavish dependants ; for, in addition to the vast estates of the Church,

which, at dilTerent times, th'>y have shared among them, they have

now 15,950 Church livings to bestow on whom they choose, and about

nine or ten millions of Church revenue todivid j between the persona

they elect, Tue cler«y and arist'^ra^y have always got all the

cliarities of Englaml under tlieir control, amounting to above nine-

teen million sterling. The army and navy also, are for the most

pari ruled and offlcerei by them ; and all efforts to reduce the enor-

mous sum of about twsnty-ejght millions paid annually to support

them, and strenuously opposed by the numerous representatives of

these two services foui d in both Houses of rarliament.

In faet, the aristocracy have ruled our country for centuries ; have

divided all j)la''fs of pr dlt or honor between the two factions of tlieni

;

have shared among th'Muselves and tools the greater portion of the

i-eveuun; have warred a;,'ainMt freedom at home and abroad; have


