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THE DRAMA OF THE STARS

Part I.

THE PICTURE ON THE SKY

1

A lonely c.-Diiprtrc in tlic uosttMn wilds
And never sonnd of insect, heast. or bird.

To break the stillness of the wilderness.

Chain u|)on chain of hills lay all around
l'"roni base U) summit clothed with mi^htv pines,
That made a twili-^ht of the !)ri<4hlest dav,
While at my feet lay spread a liny lake
W hose waveless waters like a ma<;ic glass
Reflected back the glories of the woods.
So evening closed and siuiset [)asse(l to night.

1 thing myself upon a fragrant couch
Of scented boughs, hewn fnjm a neighbouring i)inc

And thoughts untramelled rovt'd b.ack to the past.

Was I a coward to have left the tight ?

Was I a coward to have tied for peace ?

To these fair woods, when tliDUsands fell a" ' '- '

Along the wax side in the race ol life.

A race for wealth? nay often but for bread
\\ as lite a blessing or a bitter curse

md died

ir a bitter curse

To countIes> poor who toiled in cil\- dens?
I.ong u'ars dl we.u-iness and cruel pain

.\nd then the darknes-^ of eternal night.

So gazing at the st;ir -trewn sault aboxe
i pictured how, in nn riad ages p.isi

The lier\ misi was l.nea<li'(l into Wdrlds;

.\nd to what end. to n)ake more brei'diu'4 grounds
i'or bitter misery, for burning pain?


