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NAVAL DEFENCE.

In commenting upon the debate in
the House of Commons a week ago
yesterday on naval defence, we sald
it was unfair to draw any conclusions
from the necessarily brief synopsis of
the remarks of those who participated
in it. This implied that, when fuller
reports came to hand, we would give
Colonist readers a more accurate idea
of what was sald. We are able to do
80 this morning. Mr. Foster, who open-
ed the debate, developed his ideas in
definite form at the close of his re-
marks. He laid down the following
propositions:

That naval protection is necessary
and that it must be provided either
by Canada alone or in cooperation
with the Mother Country.

While a policy of contribution to

: the British navy, whether in the form
of cash or a warship now and then,
would not necessarily interfere with
. Canadian autonomy, he thought -a
scheme ought. to be devised which
world preserve the rights of local con-
trol

At the outset: the - €amnadian navy

. would have to be based upon British
ships manned by British .afficers and
men; but it sheuld be complemented
by Canadian ships, manned by Cana-
dian officers ‘and-men -and buijlt: in
Canadian shipyards.

That in a general way Canada’s pol-

. icy should be “to adopt the first line of
defence by a coast line and harbor de-
fence by small vessels-at first which
w should make the attack of the ram-
bling, raiding cruiser a doubtful and a
dangerous one, which would ward off
_the first brunt until more suffieient
-“aid could be brought into force if the
invading force were a menacing one.”

Mr. Foster urged promptness in
whatever line of action should be
taken and he promised for the Con-
servatives that they would\#tand by
the government if it was deemed ad-
visable under.the particular circum-
stances to make a direct grant of
‘money to the British government or
to build one or more Dreadnoughts.

. Sir Wilfrid Laurler, who followed
Mr. Foster, said he agreed with him

/in the position that the subject should
‘be approached not from the stand-
point of Canada alone, but from that
of the whole Empire. He took a
strong ground against any cash con-
tributions to the British government.
He claimed. that the increase in the
militia expenditures from two and a

shalf millions in 1902 to six and a
““half millions in 1908 was a contribu-
~tion to Imperial defence, especially as
it involved the taking over of Esqui-
malt and Halifax. This expenditure
_has enabled Canada to arm and drill
“a force of 50,000 men. We quote:

“In the development of naval de-
fences, I admit that we are altogether
behind the times. Engaged as we have
.beep in works of péace,. we ‘have
delayed and put off the development
©of our navy. But, sir, I agree with
Mr. Foster that we should under-
take this work also, and undertake it
immediately. | G

“But upon what lines we should do
it? Upon the lines, I repeat, of our
own action—of undertaking to do for
ourselves with respect.to a navy what
we have done with respect to the mili-
tia. I think we should commence to
establish the nucleus of a navy.”

Discussing what steps Canada ought
to take, he said that in 1902 the idea
which found most favor was the es-
tablishment of training ships, but at
the conference of 1907 stress was laid
upon the necessity of providing for
the deferice of our sea harbors. In
regard to the militia Sir Frederick
Borden had consulted the War Office
and arranged the land force upon a
plan agreed upon, and in regard to
naval defence we should con-
sult with the British government, “and
after we have organized a plan, we
should carry it out in Canada with
our.own resources and out of our own
money.” In regard to the German
menace, he sald that “if it be true
that Germany is organizing .in the
Sseas, no British subject can afford to
be indifferent,” but he did not think
the danger imminent. He added that
the British government had replied
to New Zealand’s offer of a Dread-
nought, postponing its acceptance.
This bears out the suggestion made
by us when first treating of this mat-
ter, namely, that Sir Wilfrid spoke
after consultation with the British
Bovernment, and employed language
purposely designed to avoid raising
any feeling in Germany. We quote

again:

“But although I do not believe that
the danger is imminent, I have no hes-
itation in saying it would be folly to
sleep In a -sense of the fullest se-
curity. Vigilance and eternal vigilance,
must be the watchword today, not only
in England but' in Canada and every
other part of the British Empire.”

Mr.-Borden said he ‘approved of the
position taken by the Premier, but sug-
gested some changes in the resolution
as presented by Sir Wilfrid Laurier in
amendment to Mr. Foster’s motion, and
these -changes were made accordingly.
One of these was the omission of any
reference to what -had been dene at
Halifax and Esquimalt.. He declared
the question to be too big for party
strategy, and said that “this s a .time
to tell the people of the Empire and
the world what we propose to.do.” The
resolutions as they were adopted were
as follows, the earlier report of them
having given them as they were intro-
duced by the Premier. In their pres-
ent shape they give the unanimous
opinion of the House of Commons:

This House fully recognizes the
duty of the people of Canada, as they
increase in numbers and wealth, to as-
sume in larger measure, the responsi-
bllitles of national defence:

The House is of opinion that under
the present constitutional relations be-
tween the Mother Country .and the
self-governing dominions, the payment
.of regular and periodical contributions
to the Imperial treasury for naval and
military purposes would not, so far as
_Canada is concerned, be the most sat-
isfactory solution of the question of
defence:

This House will cordially approve of
any necessary expenditure designed to
promote the speedy organization of a
Canadlan naval service in co-operation
with, and in close relation to, the Im-
perial navy, along the lines suggested
‘by the Admiralty at the last Imperial
Conference; and in full sympathy with
the view that the naval supremacy of
Britain is essential to the security of
commerce, the safety of the Empire
and the peace of the world: |

This House expresses its firm con-
‘viction that whenever the need arises

¥

the Canadian people will be found
ready and willing to .malke -any - sacri-
fice that is required to give to the Im-
perial authorities the most loyal and
hearty co-opeération in every move-
ment for the maintenance of the in-
tegrity and the honor -of the Empire.

The Eastern press of both sides of
politics seems to be pleased with the
result of the debate, with the excep-
tion of the Montreal Witness, which
thinks that pressure was brought to
bear from some
sldes of the House to prevent anything
like a distinct challenge to Germany.
The Hamilton Spectator, one- of the
most pronounced supporters of the
Conservative party, seems to be great-
ly pleased with the result. It says:

We congratulate Sir Wilfrid Ldurier
upon the loyal, patriotic stand he has
taken -in this matter; we congratulate
Hon. Mr. Foster upon the fact that it
was upon his inftiative the important
question was thus opportunely brought
before the House; and we congratulate
the rank and file of both political par-

in treating the issue .as a national
rather than as a'party one.

For ourselves we remain much of
the same opinion as we were when re-
ferring to the debate in the first in-
stance. As far as words go it was ad-
mirable. The interesting thing iz as
to how far these brave words will be
crystallized intp action. Upon this
point we are content to wait until the
Government has had an opportunity
to develop its policy. The Toronto
Star is advised that three of the min-
isters will go to London immediately
after the session to consult with the
Admiralty. Until they have done so
and reported, criticism would be out of
place. We can only add that the peo-
ple of this part of Canada , expect
prompt and effective co-operation with
_the British Government.

A PAPER OF INTEREST.

In the Strand Magazine is a new
feature known as the “Overseas Em-
pire Supplement,’ which was begun in
the April number. It promises to be
very interesting and useful.. This ref-
erence is not for the purpose of draw-
ing attention to the new departure on
the part of this excellent publication,
but to make special mention of the
opening article, which is to be one of
a series. It is entitled “The National
‘BEvolution of Canada,” and the writér
of it is that tried Canadian states-
man, Sir Charles Tupper, Bart. No
one is more competent to deal with this
important question than the distin-
guished baronet, who may say to him-
self in that connection what Caesar
said -of himself in another connection:
“All of it I saw and part of it I was.”
As far as we know the story of the
steps leading up to Confederation has
never been told in succinect narrative
style, and Sir Charles has done it with
a graphic pen and with a modesty
of reference.to himself, which errs, if
at all, on the score of injustice to.his
own conspicuous part in that great

in his reference to the inauguration of
the Canadian Pacific Railway he makes
a moderate claim for -himself. The
Colonist has on several oecasions made
reference to. . the fact thatyrthe .part
played by Sir Charles in this great
undertaking has been somewhat over-
shadowed by the praise bestowed upon
his colleague and leader, Sir John Mac-
donald. If we should say that Sir
Charjles has not done himself guite full

_justice in what he has now made pub-

lic- we think these whoare-familiar
with the unwritten history of the rall-
way will concede it to be true. Never-
theless the reader of this article loses
nothing because of this; it is the author
of it who has that experience. We hope
that Sir Charles has.prepared memor-
anda covering more fully this part of
Canadian history than he would 7eel
like doing in a paper of the kind
kind now under consideration.

All Canadians, and especially all
young Canadians, ought to read this
brief yet comprehensive sketch of the
evolution of their country. The bet-
ter we understand the affairs of Can-
ada the better will’ we be able to
appreciate the labors of the men who

the foundations which they laid and
the possibilities in the way of a super-
structure that were erected theresrom.

THE PRINCE RUPERT SALE.

The first sale of lots at Prince Ru-
ipert has been fixed for May 25th and
it will be continued until May 29th, and
2,400 .lots, one half belonging to the
province and one half to' the railway
company, will be offered. The sale
will take place in Vancouver. This is
very much better than holding it at
Prince Rupert, where the accommo-
dations for visitors are necessarily lim-
ited. - It is announced that the next
sale will probably be in Victoria, and
that sales will be held elsewhere in
the province. In choosing the lots to
be sold selections will be made from
every part of the townsite. The de-
cision reached has been the result of
much negotiation, the company, it is
said, having desired at one time to
offer the lots in  Montreal. There
would have naturally been many ob-
jections to such a course, and possibly
the company was not very anxious to

have it adopted. ° e
LICENSED PEDDLERS.

A petition is being circulated in re-
gard to the licensing of persons to
peddle vegetables and other commodi-
ties in the city. We suppose it is ex-
pressly’ directed against Chinese itin-
erant. vendors. The petition asks for
an increase in the license fee and the
more rigid Iinspection of the  places
where commodities peddled are stored.
We think the matter calls for consid-
eration by the municipal authorities.
‘We are not greatly impressed with
the  advantage of increasing the fee.
If ‘this I8 raised, the Chinese peddlers
will simply add the amount to the
price of what they sell, argg they may

quarter upon . both:

ties'ini the House upan their good sense

drama. It is satisfactory to note that’

founded the Dominion, the breadth of.

be trusted to add enough. But we are

the case from a sanitary peoint of
view. If it 1s true that Chinamen
keep their 'vegetables in their sleep-
ing quarters, as the petition alleges,
that sort of thing should be stopped
instantly. Indeed, we go further and
8@y that the peddling of any commodl-
ties that are kept in unsanitary places
should be strietly prohibited. We rec-
ognize the convenience of having a
. Chinaman eome_ to'the back door in
the mornifg with his lettuce, his cab-
bage, his radishes and other garden

find it conVenient to buy certain arti-
cles of dry goods from Chinese ped-
dlers;. but if there is reason to believe
that these cdAmmgdities are kept in
close bedrooms and dirty cabins, it is
decidedly wrong to permit them to be
peddled, and housekeepers will have to
put up with whatever inconvenience
may arise from stopping such a prac-
tice. We urge the City Council to
give the subject matter of the petition
their best consideration when it comes
before them.

BUYS MORE FRUIT THAN
THE PRAIRIE
PROVINGES

British  Columbia Imported

More Fruit From United
States Last Year Than Any

Province Except Manitoba

British Columbia imported $161,794
worth of friift ffom, the United States.
worth of fruit from' the United States
last year.

The greatest fruit-growing province
of Canada buys more small fruits
from the United States than the
prairie provinces put together, with
the exception, in some instances, of
Manitoba. A return setting forth
particulars of the quantities, the val-
ues and the amount of duty . collected
upon apples, pears, plums, prunes,
peaches and berries imported into the
different provinces was yesterday re-
ceived from Ottawa by Hon. Captain
Tatlow. Its subject matter will sur-
prise the majority of British Colum-
bians.

. British Columbia grows. the largest
and finest strawberries in America.
British Columbia ships hundreds of
crates of _berries to.the Narthwest,
and of berries, including strawberries,
raspberries, blackberries and goose-
berries, the province imported in 1908

fover 81,000 pounds, or nearly a twen-

tieth of the amount imported into the
whole ‘of Canada: -

British Columbia imported over half
the green apples which came inté Can-
ada from the United States last year,
while similar proportions of other
fruits were brought into. the country
during the same period.

The following tables show. the quan-

ported from the United States inte the
dltt)ereq‘t provingces last year::
Prinestand K317 ¥ £

plums‘un- ' Quantity."

pitted— Pounds. Value. Duty.
Manitoba .., 1,743,980 $72,855 $17,439.80
B. Columbia. 789,522 35,610 7,895.22
Alberta .... 887,667 16,856 8,875.87
Saskatch’'w'n 96,645 4,959 966.456

Rest of Can-
172,492 317,967.66

ada .

Green apples— Brls.
Manitoba ... 8,626 44574  3,450.40
B. Columbia. 13,862 5,5644.80
Alberta .... 9,386 3,754.40
Saskatch’w'n 1,118 447.20
Rest of Can-

4,107 1,642.80

goose-

‘berries, raspber-

ries and straw-
berries— Lbs.
Manitoba ... 367,077
B. Columbia. 81,792 1,635.84
Alderta . .... 8,616 170.32
Saskatch’'w’'n 1,065 21.10

Rest .of Can-

ada . 1,241,675 24,953.50
8,856.90

885,890
571,608 5,715.03

7,141.54

B. Columbia.
Alberta .. 307,835
Saskatch’w’'n 74,406
Rest of Can-

ada 1,894,155
Plums— Bush.
Manitoba ...
B. Columbia.
Alberta ....
‘Baskatch’'w'n
Rest of Can-

ada ......
Quinces, apricots,

pears and nec-

tarines, n.o.p.— Lbs.
Maniteba .. 594,873
B. Columbia. 423,606 17,276
Alberta .... 221,370 9,134
Saskatch’'w’'n 42,785 1,607
Rest of Can-

2,461,981 96,766 12,309.94

ACETYLENE GAS
BEACONS FREEZE

The acetylene gas beacons installed
in Northern British Columbia waters
have not proved very valuable to na-
vigators during the past winter, the
cold weather having resulted in the
freezing up of the apparatus and the
lights have not been working for some
time past. 8Since the good weather
came the lights have not been attend-
ed to and of the six large beacons in
the waters leading toward Prince Ru-
pert and vicinity but one is now alight,
that on'Spire Island. Others are all
dark. Officers of the steamer Prin-
cess: May report that lights at Klu-
nugget rock, Watson rock, Bird rock,
Holland rock ‘and Kestrel rock are all
dark.

744.06
18,941.55
4,728.30

369.90
6,250.20

2,974.37
2,118.04
1,106.868

2138.93

How Are Your
Feet?

Does  not this changeable
spring weather make them feel
hot and tired?

BOWES’ FOOT
POWDER

Assures absolute comfort; it
quickly relieves tired, aching or
swollen feet. A perfectly safe
and thoroughly hygienic remedy.
25¢ per box, at this store only.

CRYUS H. BOWES, CHEMIST

Government Street, near Yates.

h “the aspect of-

WE' LER BROS l THE “FIRST” FURNITURE STORE OF THE “LAST” WEST | WEILER BROS.

truck. We. suppose that some people.

titles, values and amount. of duties im-|-

S Ee WL R
NewifﬂAmvals '

8,078.35 |

1,243.50 |/
1,672.30 ||

FOR SPRING CLEANING TIME

SPRING cleaning time can be made a

much lighter task if you get a few of
the labor saving items we offer. Come in
and stroll through the Kitchen Goods De-
partment. You'll find there lots of helps —

| real helps.

Get one of our step-ladders and save the
trouble of arranging chairs and boxes and
boards — eliminate risk of falls, too. Let us
clean and relay your carpet for you. Let us

- replace that old blind with one that’ll wor

right and stay right. ;

It pay you to visit us before you start
this work. - Phone 146 about the carpet
cleaning.

Send Today for Our 1909

Catalogue

Worthy Carpet Squares

Bruyssels Squares have a
weave that makes them a very
serviceable and . satisfactory
floor covering where 'carpets
are subjected to considerable
traffic.

The close, hard weave makes
them an easy carpet to keep
clean and also prevents the dust
from filtering through.

Brussels is called the “house-
keeper’s carpet” because it
lightens the labor of the daily
housecleaning.

Wilton Squares

Chief among the late arrivals
in the 'céff)bt store are these
Wilton Sgquares — handsome
new creations for Spring.

Wilton is a favorite carpet
style, the pile giving a rich ap-
pearance and excellent service.

In these new ones we have
chosen a fine range of patterns
and colorings—an offering
worth while. We have these in
greens, reds and fawns in beau-

> ; We are showing some fine
tiful conventional and floral de-

squares in several sizes and in
a wide choice of patterns and
colorings. Come in and let us
show you some of these.

Quality the best — prices the
fairest:

SIZE. g x 9 feet. vmeevv .. . S18
SIZE QX 106, counessns,BBL
SIZL 0 X A2, 0 o v s i DR
SIZE 11-3-X 12000 .m. . B30
SIZE 11-3x136.........$33

; 3 : j
[ For the “Home Beautiful”
Everything You Need Found Here.

HIS is “The Home of The Home Beautiful” for right here

you can find every necessary-article for.the making of such
a home. And the Home Beautiful doesn’t mean a palatial home.
—not by any means. We can transform the humble cottage
into the Home Beautiful at little expense — it’s largely a matter
of good gdods and good taste. :

signs. We would greatly ap-
preciate an opportunity to show
you these squares—why not
come in tomorrow. ;
SIZE 9 x 10-6. .

SIZE 9x 12. ...

SIZE 11-3 x.12

SIZE 11-3 x 13-6.....848.50

We have the necessary materials and we have an efficient
.decorative staff — men with years of experience. The services.
and advice of these men is yours for the asking. It costs noth-
ing to consult them and get their advice on any matters per-
taining to the decoration of your home. They may save you
worry and money.

In our stocks you'll find everything necessary for this

work. Weiler Quality. means the very best. If you'll just com-
pare QUALTIES you’ll find our VALUES are the BEST.

T J

Brussels Square'sv

Give us an opportunity to figure on your needs.

~
Protect Your Furs

From Moths With One of These.

SPRING WEATHER will enable you to put away the furs
and the heavier of your winter clothing. But store them
safely — away from the moth.

Here is a safe way to protect them -—use one cf these
camphor trunks. They offer the best protection from the
ravages of this insect.

These are our own importation and are made of hardwood,
polished and varnished. Have brass drop handles, corners,
hinges, name plate and lock.

The preservation of one garment will more than:pay for the
cost. Two sizes at, each, $12.50 and $8.50.

[ Fine Value in Reed Chairs |

Are Offered in This Stock yf Ours.

REAT VALUES
.. A3 are being offered
i1 Reed Arm Chairs. Qur
stock embraces an ‘un-
usual collection of stylish
designs. We have mark-
ed these at interesting
prices and you should in-
vestigate these offerings.

The summer season
‘will soon be here and
you’ll find use for these
chairs on verandah or
lawn. Then when winter
comes around again take
them inside and they
add to the attractiveness
of any room. '

.

Come up to our fourth Prices range

Lflqor and see the display. = from, each:

Diningroom Furniture

A Splendid
Showing of
Such Needs
Now Shown

IN DININGROOM TABLES we show an excellent range of
styles in Golden Elm, Golden Oak, Early English Oak and
Mahogany. Prices range from $100 down to........$7.50

IN BUFFETS we have many splendid new designs in several
woods and finishes. Prices run from $150 down to......$25

DINING CHAIRS, in many designs to match the above

Furnishers

of—
HOMES
HOTELS, CLUBS
BOATS

Furnishers

f_
® CHURCHES
SCHOOLS, STORES
OFFICES
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BEGINA 1S CHOS
UNNERSITY §

Capital City of Saska
Has Presented to il
versity of That Provjg
|deal Site for the In

Regina, Sask., -April
to presenting all the a
capital city, the comme
and the farming hea
province, the city of
to the board of gove
versity of Saskatchew
for the great educational
and will spend $150,000 in se
site.

Today is an important o
city of Regina.  After visit
Jaw, Battleford, P €
toon, Indian Head
pelle, the governors ha
gina to make their offi
today those who ha
the work of preparing th
sented their case. The govelq
shown about the city, and
lent site selected for the
was pointed out. This sit
and east of the site for the g
puildings, and fronts the
contains 650 acres, and is an
for the purpose to which it
voted if the university is lo¢

The city, it is understood,
chase the entre site from
Hill & Co., at a reasonable fi
will hand it over to the Uni
Saskatchewan as a gift that
long way towards assuring
cess of the institution.

R
Calgary Horse Sho

Calgary, April 7.~—The h
was opened last night, and
the most brilliant events i
Canada. The evént took plg
Auditorium rink, which was
by a very fashionable audiend
those present were Hon. M
leutenant-governor; Premie
ford, Hon. W. T. Finday,
Lougheed, Mayor Jamieson
others. The proceedings we
by short-speeches by J. Tur
dent; Hon. Messrs. Bulyea a
erford, and Mayor Jamieson

CHESTERVILLE, ON
BN

Six Business Blocks In
Large Department St
Gutted by Fire in
Town

'Chestéf¥1IE, Ont,, April- T

ness blocks, including Snider]
partment store, the Record
office and a dozen small st
destroyed 7oy fire yesterday
Fulton Brothers grocery store
derick’'s implement and carria
were damuaged. No estimate
made yet as to the loss or ing

Cranbroock Man.

Cranbrook, B. C.,  April
Watts, J. P., of Wattsburg, B
evidence in camera, charging
ping young man with att
entice a girl of tender yed
culprit confessed 'when
with the evidence. Mr. W3
him Hhis choice of -the lash
He .chose :the lash: At
there lg a great flagstaff. T
was pot tied, hut was comn
take off ‘his cuat and”vest”
his hands on . the post.

" personally applied the lash,«
stroke -brought forth cries f|
0

FINE FIRE WORKS
T

Seattle Expert on Pyro
in Victoria Today S4
day Fireworks Th
Will be Best Ever

Victoria is to have the gi
position of wup-to-date p
8he has ever seen’ on' the
the 24th of next month, ad
the program outlined by
Hitt, of the firm of Hitt B

tle, who haye the work in
Hitt arrived in Victoria tod
over the ground and to cg
the Victoria Day Commit
meeting . tonight as to finaj
metits,

“Victoria is on the grow,
Hitt today. “Every time I
the town seems to have le
Other seam or two in its'gi
spedaking about fireworks,
g€ram this year is the bes
ever been able to offer here.
ing exposition year, we ar
Ssome unusual lines and
Day occurs only a few day
the opening of the big fai
every reason for making a
fort to put on a tip-top sho
May 24, .

Piece de Resistang

“Perhaps the piece de
something that has never be|
Victoria before, will be the
Nyanza Falls, 50 feet high
feet wide. This great ¢
Hght will be larger than an
used yet, and will be bril]iA
to {lluminate the surround
borhood to an amazing ext
there will be two performing
Wworked out in fireworks, ang
dance to music supplied by
There will be an electric
feet long bearing patriotic
lights; terraces of Italian
250 feet long and 50 feet h
lydite detonations and silve
cluster, comet and spider &
Sles these other features wi
are called whistling coons
that whistle in different k¢
New A. Y, P. E. shell, made
for the big exposition, will
thing worth while too. Thi
inch propositions, the Jla
used ifn a fireworks display.




