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5, with their turreted |
ous. abyss, but a mo-
0 silent majestic witnesses to

d the mz'e! the wires, throws off its

masks ‘and comes up lo meet the ma-
. The warning has been given
e castle, the gates are flung
#, and thin misty wisps stretch
out to coil themselves round {he ma-
chine in a damp- vapoury embrace,
and drag it down into the dark dun-
geons. No top, no bottom, no north,
no south. Such relative terms of
earth-bound man have no meaning
here in cloudland, Motion seems still
absent—perhaps .after all, all is il-
|} lusion, as the wires chant? But wait,r
it: is difficult to sit in the seat—the |
nltlmmr is working overtime—what J
A‘h the earth appears again, but at
a alant. The machine has side- slip-
ped, emerging from cloud land ju:t,
in time for the airman-to prevent .a-
yvertical nose-dive. The wires, cheaxt—I
'ed of their dupe, take on a shnllerl
tone and threaten dire vengeance oru;
this stubborn two-legged adventurer
that has dared to deubt their song. Af
slight easing back of the elevatorl
checks the fortissimo; the altimeter‘
needle patiently shows 6,000 feet. The | ,
lairman, free from the seemingly nol-‘
id mass of airy mistiness, now pur-
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If he be in an aeroplane]
far out to sea, he will cast an anxious

eye in all directions for sight of a
friendly ship. There is one a lonz!
way off—will those on bdard see him? |
i Will they be in time to pick him up?|
Turning the nose of the airplane to-

,wnrds the ship, the airman makes his |

!slgnal of distress.  The difference of

asmosépheric pressure. will have caus~{/

ed an unpleasant prickling in his neck
and ears; Still the sea makes no ef-
fort te rush closer; its ever-watchful,
ever-palpitating maw can walt for the
vietim—a splash, a slight distur:
bance in the water ,and all traces of
the sacrificial rites will, be rehmoved.
As the airman speeds downwards
the convulsions take the form of de-
i finite, well-regulated wave-crests, and
from them he must make up his mind
what way the wind is blowing. Un-
less he can make a landing head to
wind, ‘the machine i almoet certain |
to execute a complete somersault. The
altimeter flicks its needle in mute ap-
| peal for haste, for sdon its activities
will’cease. At long last the sea, fling:
tlng aside its patience, comee rushing
up; the song of the wires iz nearing |
{ its end. A group of hungry, evil-eyed i
seagulls, gracefully ridiag upon the |

is a different matter. The airman. is
fagced with a more serious problem:
On his emerging from cloudland "he
realiges that, being unable to glide
back to the sea, where he could make
a: descent in. safety, the prospects. for
him are anything dbut alluding. Are
there any lakes or rivers imfo wlii,ch
he can land? ’\' Theén he regret-
fully realises that he must choose the

e. indeed, is a grand op-| undulating Water, watch with lan- | lesser of the evils’ confronting him.
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ms the absence

' a moment the als-

¥ iybnotized, his senses lulled.

|strange winged monster.

of the sea lazily flap up into the air.
The airman, keeping the machine
dead into wind, unfastens the safety- |
belt which stood him In  such good
stead when passing through the
cloudy banks. A slight touch upon,
the elevator—-=the ‘wav ‘rth by -at
the speed of an -express Yratn—the.
tail of the aeroplane falls a little—a
century of ' agonised suspense—the
last soft note of the songrof thy ywires
“A glant's hand deals a TeYrifi¢ Blow
on the tail of the machine—a-senge:
of nothing but blue-gray all around,
and a burning desire for breath. The
aeroplane has crashed, ' Its tail, on
hitting the water, vebounded, and she
nose dived straight into an oncoming
wave. The airman, havmg releaBed
his safety-belt, has been” catapulted
out of the machine, and presently
comes to the surface some twenty
feet away from the sinking aeroplane.
The case of the neaplane far in!and
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particular | be any pickings? The “cruel hooked | hummocks, or, perhaps, the side of a,

At this height the tontour ot
to appreclate
ILooking in the opposite . direction,
| the airman sees a collection of ecab-
I bage-like objects. From their shape,
| Bits experience tells him that they atre;
oak-trees. Perhaps he would con'xe]
to less harm if he landed the sea-!|
splane ‘on the tops of these trees?;
Phrough his mind flash tales of how '
varions ‘confreéres of his have suc-'
cessfully adopted this expedient. He
tntm: make up his mind ‘quickly ‘or
‘he will Soon be landing in the middle
sof the busy town beneath. No; that’
will never do; better that he should
crash anywhere else than make the
wayfarers below victims of the aecci-
dent.. He cannot hope to repeat the
performance of that lucky airman, in
thef early days of flying, who flutter-
ed ‘down into a largish back-garden
between two rows of house without
damaging himself .of his machine.
Theo moment has arrived! mnow: or
never must he make his choice—an- ;
ofher few seconds and the Initiative .
will be lost, The grassy stretch of they
wod’d'r Quick, which? . Very ‘well,|
tho.;mssy stretch. The chance of &
brancn tearing through the pﬂot’
seat, though wunlikely, is ra.ther ter~
rifying.

Thée machine turns into wind and'

ground hurtles by—steady—a  little"
flatter glide—check the forward speed
and get the heel of the floats a little'

in astonishment at the airman’s skiil:
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OMPARE thisnew

portable type-
writer with any other
writing machine:

1. Completeness: 1t
is really an office
typéwriter in port-
able form.
Convenience:
Weighs less than 7
pounds. Fold it up,
take it with you,
typewrite any-
where.

Durability: Half
a million in use;
morethan all other
portables combined
~-gixteen years of
satisfactory service.

Speed: Has the
Standard Portable
Keyboard —sim-
plest and easiest to
learn for amateurs
or touch-system
operators,
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