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Not for long, though,

unchallenged; the flick of the
le altimeter needle from 2V,- 
to 18,000 feet rouses the air- 
in his lethargy. All is not 11- 
The seductive song is illusion 
Hick, flick—the needle has 
18,000 feet The solid mass 

! castles, with their turreted 
top and cavernous abyss, hut a mo­
ment igo silent majestic witnesses to 
the song of the wires, throws off its 
masks and comes up to meet the ma­
chine, The warning has been given 
within the castle, the gates ate flung 
open, and thin misty wisps stretch 
out to coil themselves round IJie ma­
chine In a damp- vapoury embrace, 
and drag It down into the dark dun­
geons. No top, no bottom, no north, 
no south. Such relative terms of 
earth-bound man have no meaning 

| here in cloudland. Motion seems still 
I absent—perhaps .after all, all is il­
lusion, as the wires chant? But wait, 
it is difficult to sit in the seat—the 
altimeter is working overtime—what 
Ah, the earth appears again, but at 
a slant. The machine has side-slip­
ped, emerging from cloud land just 
in time for the airman to prevent g 
vertical nose-dive. The wires, cheat­
ed of their dupe, take on a shriller 
tone and threaten dire vengeance on 
this stubborn two-legged adventurer 
that has dared to deubt their song. A 
slight easing back of the elevator 
checks the fortissimo; the altimeter 
needle patiently shows 8,000 feet. The 
airman, free from the seemingly sol­
id mass of airy mistiness, now pur­
suing its dignified course far above 
him, is able to get a clear view of the 
situation. If he be in an aeroplane 
far out to sea, he will cast an anxious 
eye in all directions for sight of a 
friendly ship. There is one a long 
way off—will those on bdard see him? 
Will they be in time to pick him up? 
Turning the nose of the" airplane to­
wards the ship, the airman makes his 
signal of distress. The difference of 
asmospheric pressure will have caus­
ed an unpleasant prickling in his neck 
and ears. Still the sea makes no ef­
fort to rush closer; its ever-watchful, 
ever-palpitating maw can wait for the 
victim—a splash, a slight distur­
bance in the water ,and all traces of 
the sacrificial rites will, be reinoved.

As the airman speeds downwards 
the convulsions take the form of de­
finite, well-regulated wave-crests, and 
from them he must make up his mind 
what way the wind is blowing. Un­
less he can make a landing head to 
wind, "the machine .Is falmoet certain 
to execute a complete somersault The 
altimeter flicks its needle in mute ap- 

[lowiver, things begin to get I peal for haste, for soon its activities 
tog. By long-distance crash will cease. At long last the sea, fling- i 
fated the occurrence of a sud- ing aside its patience, comes rushing 
fal defect at a high altitude, up; the song of the wires is nearing i 
fasting an Immediate dlescent ite end. A group of hungry, evil-eyed 
mlnating in an unfortunate seagulls, gracefully riding upon the : 
I Here, indeed, is a grand op- undulating water, watch with lan- 
fa-ior an analytical study of guid Interest the descent of this very 
i .and it is greater when the strange winged monster. Will tjiere 1 
I ls ont of its particular be any pickings? The‘cruel hooked 
-tlat is, an aeroplane flying beaks quiver; a cold gleam glitters in 
mi, or a seaplane flying well the watchful eyes as the scavengers 1

of the sea lazily flap up Into the air.
■line suddenly cuts put and The airman, keeping the machine i 
Idler stops. With the cessa- dead into wind, unfastens the safety- 1 
! the engine’s roar, only the belt which stood him In such good ] 
ofithe wires through the air stead when passing through the , 

4 If by chance the airman cloudy banks. A slight touch upon i 
■tiytthe detect, the song of the the elevator—the waves ru^h by at ] 
wm gives place to the deep- the speed of an express ‘train—the ' 
1 roar of the engine, and nor- tall of the aeroplane felts a little—à ' 
!ht andi normal feelings are re- century of agonised suspense—the < 
If ,on the other kandy-the de- last soft note of the song of the wires. : 

not be remedied, the engine A giant's hand deals a te’frffl& 'blow 1 
np and the propeHor is as on the tail of the machine:—a sense i 

«s as the sea beneath, a con- of nothing but blue-gray all around, - 
ition or impressions assails and a burning dsslre tor breath. The < 
mo. The song of the wires, aeroplane has crashed. Its tail, on 1 
iti? pitched, shrill tone, comes hitting the water, rebounded, and she t 
U play What do the wires nose dived straight into an oncoming i 
^Ir falsetto shrieks that til wave. The airman, having released t 
•II Is illusion; the sea be- his safety-belt, has been catapulted < 

ifk its distant, uninviting as- out of the machine, and presently 1 
ilemnly confirms the absence comes to the surface some twenty r 
™ For a moment the alt- feet away from the sinking aeroplane, 
bpnotlzed. his senses lulled. The case of the seaplane far inland i

lusion.
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Aerial Crashes,

MEN’S SUITSL early days ot Hying it used 
laid that no aviator could ron- 
Lggelf a true sirman until be 
Lrgone at least three crash#!. 
Ly have been true in these 
E now. with modern machines 
Uniment», puch. a statement 
He eomewbat sweeping. . ■ 
Lmay be divided" roughly in- 
Uorics—namely, the ‘immedla- 
U ,nd the ‘long distance* 
[They both have their pecni- 
Ldvantages. Of the two, the 
Lie crash offers less chance for 
Illogical survey. The term 
Le crash might be applied to 
Its that happen as a machine 
yig into the air, or just on 
» This type is the more fre- 
I and more undesirable, for 
i happening more quickly, there 
[little time to think, much less 
ihat is required to avoid them, 
ily the airman realizes some- 
| wrong: the engine has cut 
, he has lost flying speed—the 
Is sound of cracking wood— 
hidden hand seizes him and vio- 
tnpels him forward. The next 
I he is surrounded by the de- 
vhat a moment before was a 

le and sound aeroplane. If the 
t be a seaplane, the feeling is 
i different. The hidden hand 
hitches him suddenly, has a 
et touch, and the airman finds 
; in the wateV. His Majesty 
has been flouted, and has ex- 

to penalty for such rashness, 
t all immediate ^crashes are 
sting from the psychological 
tier. With the long distance

Splendid quality Plain and Heather Tweeds. 
American make, in Greys, Browns, Fawn, Navy. 
Pin Stripe and herring-bone effect. Some with 
extra Pants. Sizes 34 to 44. Pridtes 50 SUIT

$17.50 «0 $35.00 Domestic make. In Tweed and Worsted. Smart 
styles and shades. Sizes 3 to 7.

MEN’S SPRING COATS Very smart styles in fine Tweed. 
Light and Dark Grey, Green, 
Fawn, etc. All sizes. From

312-314 WATER STREET, ST. JOHN’S.

REMEMBER Our Store Is on the other side of street;
jne8.ll

la a different matter. The airman is 
faced with a more serious problem. 
On his emerging from cloudland he 
realises that, being unable to glide 
back to the sea, where he could make 
a descent in safety, the prospects for 
him are anything but alluding. Are 
there any lakes qr rivers into which 
he can land? nNo. Then he regret­
fully realises that he must choose the 
leaser of the evils" confronting him. 
That beautifully flat-looking-, stretch 
of grass—will it prove to be full of 
hummocks, or, perhaps, the side of a 
hill? At this height the contour of 
the land is difficult to appreciate. 
Looking in the opposite direction,
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FISHERMEN! One pair of Smallwood’s Hand-made Waterproof Boots will 
outwear at least three pairs of the Best Rubber Boots on the 
market to-day !

FISHERMEN! Buy Smallwood’s Leather Boots. They wear longer and are 
more healthy than Rubber Footwear. Leather Boots are 
'warmer and more comfortable to walk in than Rubber
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oak-trees. Perhaps he would com< 
to less harm if he landed the sea­
plane on the tope ot these trees'

/COMPARE this new 
Vx portable type­
writer with any other 
writing machine:
1. Completeness : It 

is really an office 
typewriter m port­
able form.

2. Convenience: 
Weighs less than 7 
pounds. Fold it up, 
take it with you, 
typewrite any­
where.

3. Durability: Half 
a million in use; 
more than all other 
portables combinai 
—sixteen years of 
satisfactory service.

4. Speed: Has the 
Standard Portable 
Keyboard —sim­
plest and easiest to 
learn for amateurs 
or touch-system 
operators.

DICKS & CO.,
LIMITED.
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Wellington Boot.

Tongue Boot High Boot.
MAH, ORDERS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION.

FISHERMEN! Save your money by buying Smallwoàd’s Hand-made 
Tongue Boots. Wellington Boots, High and Low % Boots. These Boots - are 
maae out of all Solid Leather.

Men and Boys all Leather Laced Pegged BOOTS
c i-J7SIî5RaîENl J>on’t Put your money in cheap boots. Buy Smallwood’s 
Sohd Leather Laced Boots. Double wear in each pair.

Pictures THE BEST RETURNS
missing since

Can be secured by using*Tn the Spring a Modern Young Man's fancy 
lightly turns to thoughts d£” all the snapshots 
he means to take on fine dayerof the country 
Putting on her Spring Gown, of the “New 
Baby,” of the many temptations Spring offers 
the camera lover. . . . / JS ......

Ammonium Sulphatiextern
It has It is the best fertilizer ex­

tant for hayfield or garden.
By its use Targe crops are 

assured.
Sold in large 

quantities by

In agrlcal-each pair.
through-
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THE KODAK STORE carries : 
for beginner or expert. AU gr 
of Cameras, Tripods, Cases, Rt 
Packs, Plaies ’neverything. i 
in one store at one counter.
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Real hard-wearing Tweeds apd Worsted. All
colors and sizes. Larger sizes have extra pair
Pants. M fees from $2.16 UP> according to size.
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