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neighbours; and alcohol has probably 
modified history much more than oar 
politicians and historians suppose.
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Are “Dry’’Nations Doomed?
Alcohol “ A Divine Gift ’’—What 

Happens When It Is Dropped ?
By Colonel Sir Ronald Ross, K.C.B., 

K.C.M.G., F.R.S.
(In the Liverpool Weekly Post.)
The experiment now beong made 

by the United States is certainly the 
greatest social experiment of recent 
times. It is a scientific experiment 
as distinct from the numerous poli- 
tical experiments to which men are 
so much more addicted—such as ex
periments in autocracy, democracy, 
centralisation, devolution, and so on, 
in which I for one have little faith 
because they show very small results 
as regards real enhancement of pros
perity, which is the main point. The 
States have set out to determine by 
trial whether alcohol increases the 
total happiness of a nation or not. 
in the first place, a nation which pos
sesses the self-discipline to stop its 
drink and its smoke when it pi esses 
is, like an individual who can do the 
same, capable of going further thon 
those with less will-power: and 
secondly, If the answer to the ques
tion is decisive, that nation will have 
done a service, not only to itself, but 
to the whole of humanity.

controverted, or books reviewed. I 
am like the “dry” Hindus who will 
wait peacefully for days at a country 
railway station for the next train 
which will provide room for them. 
And, if I have really hard, fixed con
tinuous work to do, I drop alcohol 
immediately rnd absolutely. 3ut 
—there is a difference. Without al
cohol I Lsve little of that "divine dis
content ' which, after ai,, is the great 
originating i:nd impelling masculine 
!,r«<* ii; ; te. It is, of course, mt he 
mere temporary stimulation of wine 
that I am lalk'ng of, but the general 
act* subtle sired of l; on the whole 
habit of the body—I reduced in me by 
so small a dose as win glass of claret 
a day. It loses for me the placidl y 
of the meadow and drives me into the 
activity of the city. Personally, per
haps I prefer the former; but 1 are 
not sure that fit is the only state in 
which men should live.

ands of years ago. It Is the wet na
tions that have made the really great 
philosophies, sciences, and arts of tha 
world. Probably even India anil 
China were wet in their great and 
progressive epochs. Now they have 
become like the cows in the meadows. 
The “pathetic contentment” of the 
Indian populations which Mr. Mon
tague innocently ascribes to their 
political condition, is much more 
probably due to the fact that they 

i seldom touch alcohol. Even after 
taking race and climate into account, 
I think that the non-alcoholic nations 
are more hard-working but less in
ventive, more docile but less vigor
ous, than the alcoholic nations. Sim
ilar differences are apparent among 
individuals, and the drunkard is 
generally by nature a strong man 
until indulgence ruins him.

A scientific study of the effect of 
alcohol on civilization would be in
teresting, but we can get little infor
mation from the anthropologists as 
to the date when alcohol probably 
came into use. It has possibly been 
drunk in northern Europe for hun
dreds of thousands of years—not 
only for itself but for the vitamines 
contained in fermented liquors; and 

wet” votaries may argue that uuch

m
For Little Tots

on Chilly Mornings.

Warm, comfortable homes mean 
healthy, happy children. No winter 
colds from evening or morning ex
posures In hones equipped with the 
Humphry Radiant Fire. Ask the Gas 
Company for full particulars. 
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Salvation Army’s
Jubilee.

wine may be to temperate persons, 
the prohibition of Mahomet seems to

was that, on the average, alcohol is
. , e bad for the mass of the people, atdrinks have almost become a part of ■ ,east in warm climat„. The Amcrl_

i tue £ood of northern uropeans. can experiment wj]j most probably 
i Those great relics u un»n£ en ** lead to the same conclusion for teir.- 

tory, the Greek and other mythologi-])oolie and Active Nations.
This is merely an individual case, j cal tales, record the introduction of

divine gift. DionysusLet us compare wet and dry nations ; alcohol as a
in the mass. I strongly suspect i appears originally to have been the 
(though I am not sure) that alcohol god of genius; and the wise and 
has the same effect on entire nations ! great picture by Velazquez cm the

and Mara
drinking wine with the peasantry, 

i science * bUBV „ _ contains only benign suggestions- —
listened 'to* both sides of! tropics are dry, while Europe and though it is true that the old man in 

I have allowed myself the Children of Europe are wet. Yes j the right hand corner of the picture 
; and on tor hut for the stimulus of Europe the looks on doubtfully! 

iD ajjd certainly former nations would probably have always send their gifts to men by the 
had the money 1 have been at the present, day in precisely hand of the Nemesus named Excess;
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Personally. I am oy no means - • i
to what the answer will be. Like nearly the whole of China, India, and 

her men of science I hope that I , the vast semi-savage tracts of the

The Subtle Effect of Alcohol.
„ ,, . „n dear as R has on my humble self. To-day . Prado, showing Bacchus

as
either
have always
the question. * _^ M hut for the-stimulus of Eurone the ' looks on doubtfully! But the
alcohol and tobacco off
more than forty years 
wish that I now

The present year marks a Jubilee 
genuinely golden ; It is the fiftieth an
niversary of the founding of the Sal
vation Army, by the late Rev. Wm. 
Booth, (afterward more widely 
known as General Booth), with the 
assistance of his wife, Catherine 
Booth. Both were possessed of re
markable . organising gifts, and be
gan by preaching in the streets of 
London in 1865. Five years later 
they had succeeded in forming a de
finite organization to carry on the 
work of reaching a class of people, 
many of whom were degraded and 
only by the remotest chance were 
ever lured into a religious conven
ticle. At first the organization was 
called “The Christian Mission,” and 
it was not until J.S78 that the idea 
of organizing its work on the mili
tary model and making it universal 

into effect. Theshow that the decision of his time ’n SC°P® was Put
- ■ -- » picturesque title "Salvation Army'

dates from 1880.
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It is singular how many religions 
communions, ' including the early 
Christian Church itself, have had 
their beginnings in street preaching. 
Like most other religious societies, 
the Army also experienced its bap
tism of persecution—and flourished 
under it. Many readers will recall 
the ridicule bestowed on its pioneer 
members in Canada, — a riducle" 
which they In some measure invited

spent on them. But I can stop my 
alcohol with ease, whenever I like; 
have often discontinued it experi
mentally for months at a time; and 
generally drop it during my holidays. 

►On the other hand, when I was a 
young man in India I did as the other 
voting officers there did—drank what 
we pleased. I have never seen 
young men so fit ami competent. Up 
at daybreak, parade at 6 ami, work 
all day, polo or tennis at 5 pan., throe 
or four drinks before dinner, billiards 
or cards (with etceteras) and bed 
near midnight! I am now shocked 
at the memory; but the fact remains 
that I for one did my best work un
der these conditions.

What do I observe In myself when 
I stop alcohol? Simply that teetotall- 
ing gives me the placid contentment, 
let us say, of a cow. There Is no tret 
in my engines* Everything works 
smoothly. Nothing matters. I do 
not mind losing umbrellas or trains, 
or having my pet scientific theories

the same state as they were in thous- and however beneficial a little pure
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perate climates.
When Alcohol Should Be Used.

From results of experiments on 
myself I entirely disagree with the 
finding of a recent commission, and 
conclude that the effect on my own 
health is certainly very largely de- 
“drink.” All spirits disagree witn by the extravagance of their methods 
pendent on the quality of the a"nd utterances. All these crudities 
me—medicinal spirit least of all and have Sjnce been cured, and the Army 
alleged Highland whisky most. Beer has become a vast and beneficent 
and cider give me “liver," and light agency of practical Christianity. The 
wines suit me best. But above all, I The genius for organization did not 
find ihat the habitual use of alcohol j depart from its counsels wCth the 
at meals, even in small doses, is the deaths of the elder Booths, and the 
worst thing for me—it gives me too ‘ faCt that is has 308 corps dm Eastern 
much of the "devine discontent” Un 1 canada alone is evidence of sound 
the other hand, after a week or more ] and remarkable growth, 
of abstinence, a banquet (especially j To-day there is no religious soc- 
with a City company) does me “a jety that enjoys quite so much of the 
world of good." That is the proper | g00d-will of all classes of the corn- 
way to approach Bacchus. Do not ^ rnunity as the Salvation Army. The

reason for this is that its members

J. J. STRANG’S,
Tailoring of Quality,

Cor. PRESCOTT & DUCKWORTH STS.
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speak, except to say that every sold
ier who was at the front regards the 
Salvation Army with the friendliest 
eyes.—Saturday Night.

Life of a Gun.

is a god only at festivals. If used rt 
all alcohol should be used only oc
casionally.

The teetotaller will have something 
of a case if he argues that the war 
made by German beer, that Bolshev
ism is vodka, and that the Irish ques
tion is whisky. I do not go so far; 
but I think that national over-indul
gence in these drinks may quite pos
sibly produce pathological conditions 
of national opinion, which may lead 
to very grave results. When intem
perate the nation may be annoying 
or dangerous to the whole world, 
Just as the individual may be to his

no longer critictee the older churches 
but refrain from religious contro
versy. The greatness of the Army’s 
influence for good is based on the 
fact that it aims to cure the body as 
well as the soul, and to ameliorate 
the sufferings inflicted on innocent 
people by vice and poverty. Its 
greatest merit as a charitable insti
tution in connection with its benefac
tions,—almost a new idea when flist 
adopted by the Salvation Army, and 
now universally recognized as the 
true theory of charitable energy. Cf 
Its services in connection with the 
late war it is hardly necessary to

Sooner or later the progress of ero
sion is certain to impair the accuracy 
of fire, and upon this the life of a 
gun depends.

Erosion is caused by the action ol 
the explosive gases at high tempera
ture and pressure. The hot gases 
cause a thin film of steel to absorb 
heat. The film expands and becomes 
set. Upon the release of the pressure 
it contracts, which action causes min
ute cracks that grow larger with 
every discharge. As they increase in 
size they form passageways for more 
hot gas. and that tends to enlarge 
them still further. The inner surface 
thus becomes roughened and the 
bands begin to corrode.

Finally, the bore becomes so en
larged that it allows the gases to es
cape. The shell does not then acquire 
its proper rotation, and its flight be
comes erratic. All guns, except small 
ones, are now constructed with lin
ings in the tube, which, when the

j bore Is worn out. are removed I 
, replaced by new ones.

The cost of relining a gun ill 
proximately 30 per cent of the! 
ot the gun. There appears to be| 
limit to the number of ;lmes I 
gun can be relined.

Small naval guns can be 1 red ii 
1 000 times before they are regal 
as worn out. Large 12-inch anil 
i-ch naval guns are conrideredJ 
have a life, on one lining, of frro| 
to 200 rounds. Low velocity 
such as howitzers and mortars. 1 
correspondingly longer lives than U 
velocity guns of the same calilreil 
cause of the pressures they dent 
and hence the lower tempering

“Brick’s Tasteless". The* 
who takes itX must eat. 
$1.20 bottle. Post 20c. extra. | 
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BARTLETT RELIEF FtTM 
yesterday's list of donors toward| 
Bartlett Fire Relief Fund, per 
Leonard L. Jeeves. Rector of | 
Cathedral Parish, the name of < 
Church of England Institute, 
members were among the most I 
merous subscribers, was inadvert| 
ly omitted.
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MUTT AND JEFF— AN OPTIMIST ONE MINUTE AND A PESSIMIST THE NEXT—THAT’S JEFF. By Bud Fisher.
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iamt Jolm’
Special Display of Magnificent

DRESSES, COSTUMES AND SPORT
The finest ever shown in this City.

For the convenience of our patrons store will remain open until 9.30 p.m.

S. LEVITZ, 290 Water Street, Opposite Bank of Nova Scotia.


