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Mr. Kent’s Criticism.

I '

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
March 3rd.

MR. KENT—The Committee of the 
Whole House last week heard the 
statement of the Hon. Minister of 
Finance upon the financial affairs of 
the Colony, as set forth in his Budget 
Speech. This statement, of course, 
raises the most serious questions that 
the House or this Committee has to 
consider. It is always a matter of in­
terest to the members of the House 
and to the public at large to know 
what has been done in connection 
with the financial affairs of the Col­
ony during the period that elapsed 
since the last session of the House. 
Hence we all look forwad during the 
session to the Budget Speech, the an­
nual financial reckoning of the Gov­
ernment, with much anticipation. We 
always hope that his statements in 
relation to past transactions and his 
proposals for the future will be ap­
proved of by the whole House and by 
the country. 1 am however afraid 
that neither the statement nor the 
proposals which we have heard from 
the Hon. Minister on Wednesday last 
will commend itself to the Committee 
or to the people neither as to what 
has been done nor as to what he pro­
poses to do.

Any person examining the affairs 
of Newfoundland as they appear at 
present, and looking back through the 
transactions of the past few years, 
cannot but be impressed by the fact 
that but for the mistakes of the Gov­
ernment we would not find ourselves 
in the financial position presented by 
the Budget Speech of the Minister. 
The Colony is in the position of a 
country that is entering on a race of 
development with other countries, and 
it is upon the men in charge of the 
affairs of the Government that the 
main duty and responsibility of keep­
ing Newfoundland well in the front 
in this race for material prosperity 
rests. During the recent years prior 
to the advent to power of the present 
administration, we made efforts to de­
velop our material resources, but un­
fortunately for the people the present 
Government cannot be congratulated 
for any progress or development made 
or inaugurated or fostered by them 
during their term of office. Any per­
son who reads the Budget must be 
satisfied that such is the case. He 
makes no reference to any specific 
improvement brought about by his 
Government or during their term of 
office, but bases all his claim that 
abounding prosperity prevails upon 
conditions that came into existence 
during the regime of his predecessors.

The first fact that naturally strikes
one in considering our position is that 
during those years nothing of a con­
structive character has been intro­
duced by the Government. Beyond the 
building of the branch- railways no 
national development has taken place, 
nothing that would help to build up 
the industries of the Colony, our fish­
eries. our mines, our forests. In fact 
the record of the Government has 
been almost a blank. When you con­
sider in connection with this the fact 
that during their term of office the 
Government has had the handling of 
more monies than any other Govern­
ment ever had in twice the number 
of years in power, the record is all 
the more unsatisfactory. They have 
had abnormal revenues, unprecedent­
ed borrowings, but still, whatever in­

crease there has been in trade and in 
revenue has been due to causes that 
existed before they came into power.

I have pointed out before in this 
House thkt conditions of our foreign 
trade as shown by the official statis­
tics, have in recent years been chang­
ed front a favorable to an unfavor­
able balance. This condition still 
continues. To-day we have against 
the colony according to the figures 
given in the Budget Speech of the 
Minister, an adverse balance of $1,- 
340,000 in round figures. The year 
before, the adverse balance was $850,- 
000. and the year before that, it was 
over $1,000,000. The year before 
that again the balance was adverse to 
the colony. If you go back for years 
previous to 1910-11, you will invarw 
ably find a balance of trade in favor 
of the Colony. What does this mean ? 
It means that our Imports exceed our 
exports, and that we are buying more 
than we are selling. What we buy 
over and above what we sell, we have 
to draw on our reserves to pay for. 
If we were to submit this to any im­
partial banker and ask his opinion In 
relation to this country he would tell 
you that the condition according to 

i the figures, was one that showed an 
I unsatisfactory state of trade. The 
' figures in bulk have Increased, it is 

true, but the imports have increased 
proportionally more than the exports. 
The increase in the figures as a 
whole, is mainly due to enhanced 
prices for fish and fishery products, 
also to the working of the mills in 
Exploits Valley.

Dealing with the general trade of 
the country, the Hon. Minister point­
ed out that the increase in imports 
are due to the normal growth of the 
colony's trade and not to “inflation'' 
made in the figures by the bringing 
in of large quantities.of materials and 
machinery for installation of paper 
mills which accounted in the years 
from 1906 to 1910 for large importa­
tions. Then he goes on to say that 
these figures attest conclusively the 
beneficial effects of the policy of the 
Government. He took care not to 
develop this conclusion that these in­
creased imports were due to the pol­
icy of the Government. There is 
nothing in their record of five years 
to warrant such a claim. No indus­
tries of general value or utility. No 
expansion of those previously estab­
lished beyond the natural develop­
ment of the business of the concerns 
carrying them on. Nothing to render 
our fisheries or our fishing business 
commercially more remunerative. It 
is true prices have advanced, hut this 
was in no way due to the policy of

the Government, If was due to caus­
es operating outside Government in­
fluence entirely.

Now, Sir, l say here that it is a
pity that the Government by its pol­
icy. did not see its way to give better 

intelligentand more intelligent encouragement 
towards the establishment of indus­
tries in this country, such' as those at 
Grand Falls and Bishop’s Falls, which 
would render the importation of ma­
terials for their installation and es­
tablishment necessary. Excessive 
importations, due to such causes if 
within reason, is allright in a new and 
undeveloped country like Newfound- 

i land. The only increase in imports 
that can be traced directly to the pol­
icy of the present Government, are 
those due to the building of the 
Branch Railways, imports that are 
due to spending the borrowed capital

that are popular during 
•T UUJJwj the Lenten Season.^
California Nectarines,

16c. lb.
California Peaches, 15c. lb.
Turkey Figs.............14c. lb.
Lyle’s Golden Syrup,

10c. can up; per glass 25c
Pure Honey, per glass, 30c.
California Muscat Grapes, 

3 lb. tin .................... 20c.
California Peaches,

3 lb. tin .. .............. 20c.
Baltimore Pears

(good quality), 3’s, 20c.
Heinz Apples Butter, 

qt. jars............ . ..45c.
1 lb. pots English Jam.. 20c
Pure Irish Butter.
Pure Canadian Butter.

FISH—Tins.
Herring in Anchovy Sauce, 

large oval tins .. .. 18c. 
Herring in Shrimp Sauce, . 

large oval tins .. .. 18c.
Kippered Herring,

large oval tins .. .. 18c.
Smoked Herring, Oil .. 15c. 
Princess Crabb, 1 lb. tin. 
FRESH HALIBUT,

COD,
MACKEREL.

No. 1 Salt Herring.
Pickled Trout.
Smoked Herring.
Finnan Haddie.

C. P. EAGAN,
Duckworth Street and Queen s Road.

of the country upon these railways. 
According to the Minister’s own fig­
ures and reasoning, the imports dur­
ing the past year due to the building 
of the Branch Railways, amounted to 
about $250.000 indirectly through the 
circulation of the money borrowed 
and spent in construction work, and 
according to the returns of imports 
tabled the direct imports of materials 
for the Branch Railways, was $324,- 
000. In other words there was about 
$550,000 of imports from this source. 
I base the statement in reference to 
the $250,000 upon the reasoning of the 
Minister, which is contained in his 
Budget Speech of last year. The 
Minister there says, referring to the 
Railway: "As a matter of fact the
average mtmbe- of men in each of 
these years 11910-12) working on the 
railway would not exceed 1,500 for 
say six months or 180 days, at $1.50 a 
day, equalling $405,000. As the 
greater portion of what these men 
would spend of their wages is on ar­
ticles such as flour, molasses, etc., 
which are admitted duty free, they 
would not pay In to the revenue more 
than an average of 10 per cent, on 
their whole earnings, which would hr 
It) per cent, on $400,000. or $40.000 
per year."’

The revenue on dutiable goods re 
presents, according to our tariff' 
about one-third of the valuè of the 
imports subject to duty. That would 
leave about $120,000 or three timer 
the revenue of $40,000 worth of im­
ports liable, to duty from this source 
and the balance of $130,000 would 
consist of lion-dutiable goods and c< 
imports indirectly due to other ex 
prnditures than those in paying thr 
daily laborer to whom the Minister’! 
figures alone related, making in al 
$250,000, with the $325.000 stated al 
ready as direct importations for thi 
purposes of the branch railways 
These are the only imports which w< 
can say are directly due to the policy 
of the present Government, and thes. 
are based upon the expenditure o 
moneys borrowed by the Colony it 
self. These figures are low. and 
would. 1 think, if other reasoninr 
than that of the Minister was applied 
work out at a much greater total 
The rest of the increase in the trad' 
figures is due in part to the policy oi 
the previous Government—in part tr 
the increased trade all around and tr 
the increased prices that is got foi 
our fish, and to the earnings of ou 
people on Bell Island, at Grand Fall) 
and other centres of lumber and pa 
per and other wealth->producing in 
dustries which were in existence be 
fore the present Government canu

into power, it is, tlien, 1 submit
finite dear that the present Govern­
ment cannot claim that any of thesr 
industries and increased trade art
due to their policy. If, as I said be 
fore, they had encouraged the cstab 
lishment of industries, their returns 
would show the imports brought tc 
establish such industries and the in­
dustries themselves when established 
would he centres for increasing the 
wealth, and earning as well as spend­
ing power of the country. The bal­
ance of trade which exists and which 
is against the oountry, is due to the 
fact that we as a country, are buying 
more than we are selling, and arc 
drawing upon our reserves to pay for 
this excess of purchase. The Minis­
ter tells us that the figures upon the 
values of our exports issued by the 
Department of Customs, during the 
last few years have not been reliable 
especially the value of our fishery ex­
ports. He/ says that the Deputy Min­
ister wrote the Board of Trade that 
the valuations put on our fishery ex­
ports were so much undervalued that 
the figures were utterly unreliable 
and useless. Well, it is very difficult 
to understand why that is so. There 
must be something wrong in the De­
partment if it is so. It is provided by 
the Customs Act that the value of the 
article of export when the export en­
tries are made out should be sworn 
to. and surely it is the business of 
some person in the Department to 
see that the figures that are provided 
and the values that are stated and 
sworn to in the entries, are correct or 
as near as possible to the value of the 
articles under export. Surely the De­
partment and its officers having 
charge of these matters have suffix 
cient information regarding condi­
tions in the colony, to know whether 
entries made in relation to exports 
contain the fair and proper valuation 
of the articles set out in such entries. 
Certainly there should not be such a 
discrepancy as would account for 
such an adverse balance as one and 
a half million dollars in the course 
of a year. This is a serious matter, 
and may put the trade of the colony 
In a very unfavorable light before the 
world. When the law calls for values 
to be verified by oath, surely wè

should be able to accept the figures 
as at least approximately correct. 
Section 100 of the Customs Act, pro­
vides:—

“Before a clearance is granted 
bound to a place or port out of this 
Colony, the owners, shippers or con­
signors of the cargo on board such 
vessel shall deliver to the Collector 
or other proper officer of Customs, en­
tries of such parts of the cargo as are 
shipped by them respectively and shall 
verify the same by oath : and such en­
tries shall specify the kinds and quan­
tities of the articles shipped by them 
respectively and the value of the total 
quantity of each kind of article * * * 
such oath shall state * « * that the 
values of such articles are truly stated 
according to their actual cost or the 
value which they bear at the time and 
port of exportation,” &c.

It also provides that information 
must be given regarding the place of 
manufacture or production. It clear­
ly requires, Mr. Chairman, that the 
value of these exports at the time and 
port of exportation should be verified 
upon oath. If there Is carelessness 
upon the part of people passing these 
entries it is surely the duty of the 
Department to insist upon proper 
valuations and not to issue figures 
upon the export trade of the country 
which convey such an utterly false 
impression of the conditions of the 
country. It is said that these figures 
are sufficiently large to make a change 
in the balance of trade in the Colony. 
If that is so, the authorities allow an 
adverse balance of trade to be pub­
lished and go abroad when the fig­
ures in the Custom House are, as we 
are told by the Deputy Minister, so 
utterly unreliable, as If converted to 
show a favourable condition. By pro­
per intelligence, proper Information 
and proper observance of the law this 
lefect anyway might be very easily 
remedied, and if my observations have 
no other effect I shall not have spoken 
without effect.

I have said. Mr. Chairman, that the 
present Government have had more 
money during the years they have 
been in power than any previous ad­
ministration, and the Minister in his 
Budget Speech which he delivered 
tere the other day took the position 
hat one of the objects of a Minister 
>f Finance is to find a surplus, not 
is the result of economy, but by tak- 
ng more and more money from the 

oeople every year. He has always up 
o the present time been able to find 

a surplus because of the very large 
revenues that had come to him. The 
•eduction in taxation which took jAace 
ast year we were told was justified 

because of the surpluses which-1 had 
ixisted and because the condition of 
>ur finances warranted the reduction.

Well you have to-day a very curi­
ms commentary upon the position 
vhich the Minister took in this re- 
ipect last year. If you compare the 
budget figures since 1909 they will, 1 
hink, teach you a lessen which it 

would lie well for the Government to 
take to heart. Economy Is the di­
rection in which the energy of the 
'levernmcnt should be directed and 
not towards increased taxation and
not towards burdening our people

are unwary d
which I propose to show before 1 am 
finished are utterly unwarranted, un­
fair and proper. It is to be assumed.
Mr. Chairman, that when the Minister 
ot Finance comes into this House with 
his estimates he has carefully consid­
ered the sums necessary to meet the 
needs of the public service for the 
following year, and though every 
latitude should be allowed for unfor-. 
seen contingencies, that his estimates 
would cover all the needs of the pub­
lic service that could be foreseen, and 
any emergencies which may occur 
during the year which might reason­
ably be anticipated by experienced of­
ficials. Now, if we compare the re­
cord of the Government in respect to 
their estimated expenditure and ac­
tual revenue during the past fout- 
bears we will see how fhe Minister 
and the Government have avoided this 
principle. Take the year 1909-10. 
That year the Minister estimated jthat 
the expenditure of the country would 
he $2,972,000.00. As a matter of fact
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Twice Proven 
Cure for Nerves

Irritable, Hysterical, Sleepless, Dr. 
Chase’s Nerve Food Restores 
Health.
There id a message in this letter for 

thousands of women who are suffer­
ing from broken-down nervous sys­
tems. Sleepless nights, much irrita­
bility over little things, spells of diz­
ziness and nervous sick headaches are 
among the symptoms.

You may not realize the nature of 
your ailment until nervous prostration 
comes" upon you. But, in whatever 
stage you find yourself, Dr. Chase’s 
Nerve Food is ready to help you.

Mrs. W. J. May, 88 Annette street, 
Toronto, writes: “Some years ago I 
suffered from nervous trouble, and 
took Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food, which 
completely cured me. About six 
months agt> I received a shock which 
again shattered my nervous system to 
such an extent that I was irritable 
and hysterical, and could not sleep 
nights. I began to use the Nerve 
Food again and was not disappointed. 
Improvement was apparent from the 
first box, and now I am entirely well.'1

Dr. Chase's Nerve Food, 50 cents a 
box. 6 for $2.50, all dealers.

lEDSTEAD
ARGAINS.

Slightly Damaged.

$1.50at
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$2.00
$2.50
$3.00
$4.00

$5.0fr
$6.00

J®- Worth from $5 to $15.
THREE BARGAIN COTS, 

$4.00 each. 
Wonderful Values. HARDWARE DEPARTMENT.

Make One Dollar Do the Work of Two. That is just what 
We are Doing for You Now

In a 25c. Sale.
This Unique Sale Starts on 
SATURDAY, March 7th.

In this Sale a mighty collection of useful and much needed home articles will 
be found—costing from 25 cts. up to $1.00 each are being sold for the uniform price 
of 25 cts. Needless to say this Sale will attract the economical public from the four 
corners’ of St. John’s. Let everybody come—it’s a sale for all—and come early. 
The early comers get the cream of the Twenty-Five Cent Bargains. .

WE LIST A FEW OF THE MANY T HINGS OFFERED.
Ladies’ Blouses.

Worth 75c., a snap at.............. . . 25c.
Ladies’ Camisoles.

worth 50c. up, now.............................25c.
Ladies’ Belts, 50c., now.................. 25c.
Ladies’ Fleece Lined Vests.

worth 50c., now.................................. 25c.
Ladies’ Gloves, worth 60c., now .. . .25c.
Ladies’ Jabots, worth 60c., now . . . ,25c.
Ladies’ Mufflers, worth 35c., now . . . . 25c. J Odd Chambers, 45c., now 
Ladies’ Aprons, 45c., now...................25c. Jardineres, 50c., now ..

We are very emphatic regarding the rare economising opportunities in this 
Great Sale.

Large Water J igs, 45c., now..............25c.
Vegetable Dishes, 50c., now...............25c.
Hot Water Jug?;, 35c., now...................25c.
Marmalade Dishes, 45c., now..............25c.
Fancy Glass Plates, 40c., now..............25c.
Teapots, White & Gold, 45c., now .... 25c. 
Butter Dishes, China, 45c., now . . . . 25c.
Bath Pans, 35c., now.............................25c.
Toilet Powders....................................... 25c.
Bread Pans, 35c., now..........................25c.
White Pails, 45c., now......................... 25c.

.............. 25c.
.. .. .. 25c.

C. L. MARCH CO.. Ltd.
Corner Water & Springdale Streets.

RODGER’S
SPECIAL
BARGAIN

FOR THIS WEEK.

Lace«)EmbI^“ »

« peter P«n
Colli*8- 25c
Price

A. & S. RODGER.

,1
Advertise in the “ Telegram.”
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