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THE DEAL CONSUMMATED.

Assuming that Hon. Robert Rogers | 
is telling the truth—a somewhat large 
asumpaon—the storm ot public pro­
test l.as Icrced the Borden doverti- 
men: to drop Its plot to Uo.d up tile 
con; it uction of the Hudson Bay rall- 
wiy, and instructions have been given 
thar. the getting In ot supplies and 
clearing ot the right cf way may pro­
ceed upon that section ot the line be­
tween the Pas and Split Lane. If any­
thing was needed to prove that 'he 
excise advanced for stopping this 
work several weeks ago was only an 
excuse, and neither the real nor a 
valid reason, it Is here supplied. 
Questioned in the House as to why the 
work had been stopped, the Minister 
of Railways said that It had been 
represented to him that the Pas might 
not be the right place from which to 
build the line, and that in consequent

l expecting to follow the MUls-Blair- 
Tarte example so early in the game'.1

Montreal Gazette—«Mr. A. G. Van­
derbilt, of New York, has married 
Mrs. McKim, of the same city, and 
considerable space is given in the 
newspapers to notices of the event. 
Each, according to the statements 
made, has been through the divorce 
court, which seems to be one reason 
for the interest shown in their doings. 
Society does have Its peculiarities.

Victoria Times—The Toronto News 
is, at times, delightfully frank. On 
the business situation in Canada it 
opens a long editorial with these 
words: ‘'Po.ltics (of which the country 
is sick) altogether aside, no one now 
denies that the defeat of reciprocity 
lent a fresh impetus to Canadian In­
dustries.” Then it argues how capital 
has drawn a full breath, expanded -is 
chest and taken a fresh grip on in­
dustry. But the News carefully

he had investigation made wnicn 
would enable him to form an opin­
ion a. to what would be the best 
starting point. The necessary conclu­
sion w as that surveys of alternato 
route ; were to be made from as many 
platts as- might be suggested by 
friends of the Minister as desirable 
pouns ot departure. This conclusion 
was confirmed by dally reports sent 
over the wiles by newspaper friends 
of the Ministers at Ottawa, saying

Piemier Borden may be called ‘"Sir 
by the'Ring. That is «ot just what 
he la being ea.led by the Saskatche- 
wai tanner whose wheat is piled n 
tho field hnd who retracts that-but tor 
Ml'. Borden the wheat might be i i 
Mlnht upolls and the price in his 
pocket.

The ‘Cl P. B.. is "cutting another 
melon.1 Stock to the lace value ot
31c 0C.Ç,000 is being issued, and sold ^ __ _________  ^ _______ ^ _____ ^
to shareholders at 3150 per 3100 share. . tlio line might start from Wln-
For the block the company will =l t nipog; that It would probably start 
327,(00,000. C. P. R. stock is wor ' jro.n prjnce Albert; that Saskatoon 
on the open market about 3240 o< r 
3100 share, or the 318,000,000 cf new 
sioclt is worth *43,200,000. The nel 
rest: t of the transaction will be that 
tlv.» country will get the use of 327,- 
000,000 worth of new railway or ra’l- 
wuy equipment, and in return will be 
made to pay interest on $43,200,000.
This is not a case of putting “water" 
into the stock; it is putting enough 
Stool: into the “water" to color it.

he had stopped work altogether while avoids any reference to the fact that
prices of food have also received a 
' fresh impetus" from the defeat of 
reciprocity, and the cent of living is 
higher. And it also neglects to point 
cut that advanced wages have not 
yet taken the “fresh Impetus" that 
is supposed to go with the high cost 
ot living. Also some other things.

It Is now being explained to ths 
people ot Prince Edward Island that 
the Borden Government has no inten­
tion ot digging a tunnel to connect e 
Island with the main land. Instead it 
is hinted that a car ferry may be et- 
tablished. The difference between the 
policy of the Laurier Government and 
that of the Borden Government In 
this matter is just the difference be­
tween candor and fraud. "rr:e Laur.er 
Gdvetr.meiit did not think the tunn- 1 
callr-1 tor. or financially justiliab.s, 
ami made no pretence ct£ an intention 
to sqi ander money in it. Mr. Borden 
and lus lriends pretended to think tne 
tunne1 a project well Worth the cos; 
until they attained a position in which 
thee must" answer to the people ter 
what is done with the people's money. 
Then they suddenly dropped the tun­
nel idea and began to talk of a car 
ferry. In time this alternative will 
also be heavily discounted, and traffle 
between the islâhd and the mainland 
will continue to be done, as It has 
been, co steamers built of steel and 
constructed so as to break their way 
through the. ice. In the east, as In ths 
wes the part of the Borden- polity 
that had to ilo With constructive meas­
ures is turning out to be mdinly a pol­
ie; v/ deception and humbug.

Anyone who takes dur Hindu friends 
lo ve intellectually inferior to wh.t-e 
men Is saillbgf on the wrong tack. It 
they eere-f(sally- Ulterior V.iere wotiid 
be lets qbjectfcn .made" to mere of 
them coming to -Canada, because In 
tfiat event the chances of their com - 
tog it t< competition- with Canadians 
tvbuli. be fewer. Just now the Hindus 
of liiltliih Columbia - are- demonstrat­
ing their inta.lectual acuteness by t Ty­

ing to pry a breach in the immigration 
lilw i Which'will admit a flood of their 
talk)\V countrymen to British Colum­
bia-- During tile last few years of 
tide Litiirier Government there was 
iooth'flg heard £rc»m the Hindu lead­
ers, They jiad tried to worm conces­
sion.; out of the Ministers and failed, 
so thè> lay' low and waited until a 
new -fie of then were in control of the 
departments. Then they hied a*ay 
t«VÔtiawa^4$hd laid siege to the new 
Ministers. . According to the Vancou­
ver World they succeeded in "work • 
in#"' Mr. Rogcys..!»»- permission to 
l^rthy til,.-it’ women—or such of them 
ajs ilièy may choose tc call their wives 
—Into the çouâtrÿ, -in evasion cf me 
rsguiiitions which, hitherto have kept 
tjién- but. Now comes a despatch from

that
might be the hither terminal; that 
this, that, and any other place in the 
country between the lakes and the 
iniittr tains, might be considered a fair 
and likely competitor lor the distinc­
tion end advantage of possessing the 
nearer end of the Hqdson Bay rail­
way. The point o^the declaration by- 
Mr. Cix-hPane, and of the hints thrown 
out by the press department, was that 
the construction of the road was a 
thing necessarily of the somewhat re­
mote future, as a great deal of time, 
money and effort liad tc be spent on 
de to mining where It ought to begin 
an l v hither it should run. But now 
comes the declaration of Mr Rogers 
tha: the contractor has already been 
insti uited to gc. ahead with opera­
tions on the route chosen by tho 
Lav tier Government, from the Pas 
to Split Lake. In the meantime, it is 
needless to say, there have been no 
sur/cys made of alternate routes; and 
no investigation held which would en­
able the Minister of Railways to de­
cide that this route possesses advan­
tages ever those from Prince Albert, 
Winnipeg, Saskatoon and the other 
points which were given reason to 
consider themselves in Ihe running for 
teripii a! honors. The meaning of it 
all is that Mr. Cochrane’s explanation 
ot the delay was not the reason the 
del i r was made. Behind the seen is 
ther-s have been interests at work with 
the Ministers seeking fer some end 
of theii own to tamper with the ar- 
ransi mehts for the building or the 
operation of the Hudson Bay railway, 
and It was necessary to step work 
until these could be dealt, with. Mean­
time, however, the Opposition in the 
House began to probe matters, and 
aidsu by some western papers, put the 
facts . f the situation so clearly bet 
the public that to protract the delay 
meant to incense the already impa­
tient pic-ole of the western provinces 
The embargo is therefore removed—if 
Mr. Kigers is speaking the truth— 
and the work is to be allowed to pro­
ceed. Whether the delay was suffici­
ent to accomplish the purpose for j 
whith the delay was made remains ii 
be seen. If so we may look for the an- 
noui cement that this Government- 
owned road is to be turned over to 
the use and benefit of some private 
corpr rctiofi, or of some other deal 
equally bad and equally in keeping 
with the traditions of the party which 
presented one railway company with 
six hundred miles of finished railway 
bui,t w ith public money.

(Theodore Roosevelt, in "The Out­
look) :

Since the startling outcome of the 
McNamara trial certain apologists of 
these men have made themselves con­
spicuous by asserting that these de­
praved criminals, who have on their 
seared souls the murder of so many 
innocent persons—all of them labor­
ing people, by the way—are "victims," 
ci at worst "fanatics," who should re­
ceive .sympathy because U)ey were 
acting in what they regarded as a 
"war" on behalf of their class. The 
plea is monstrous in its folly and its 
wickedness. It is precisely the kind 
cf plea sometimes advanced on be­
half of a crooked man of great wealth 
caught bribing a legislature—that he 
has to dc- it to - protect his business. 
We are not here dealing with any 
of the kinds of offences incidental to 
the sudden and sweeping changes 
1‘rought about by modern industrial 
conditions Into which capitalists tr 
labeir men are sometimes drawn with- 
c h l any very great conscious moral 
turpitude on their part. We are deal­
ing with crimes as old as the lawgiv­
ing from, Sinai, with crimes—murder 
and theft—that have been prohibited 
ever since the. decalogue was formu­
lated. The murdez-s committed by 
men like the McNamaras, although 
nominally in the interest cif organized 
labor, differ not one whit in moral 
c apability from those committed by 
the Black Hand, or by any band < f 
mere cutthroats, and are fraught with 
an indefinitely heavier menace to soci­
ety.

Fleur prices are going up and wheat 
prices down. Is the “home market"' 
making the Western farmer rich?

The Winnipeg Grain Exchange, on 
investigation, has found tnat the 
trouble with the forwarding of the 
wheal Is not a shortage of cars, bui 
the congestion of traffic on the Winni­
peg and Northern Ontario section ot 
the C- P. R. Now that the Lakes 
are frozen over, only so .much wheat 
cad if, east as can be sent over the, 
single pair of rails winding through 
tha recks along the north shicre n| 
Lake Superior. In consequence the 
traffic has “backed up" and choked 
the Winnipeg yards beyond precedent 
This Is what was meant by "preserv­
ing the western traffle for the Canad­
ian trade routes;" the policy so fre- 
quentl; expounded by the opponents

;ot reciprocity. The prairie

Montreal Herald—Count that day 
lost whose slowly rising sun finds not 
some Grit job holder being run.

Ottawa Free Press—With Bob Reg­
ers as Premier and Charles Hopewell 

•> Mayor of Ottawa, it would be hard 
to believe that the world Is getting 
Letter.

St. Thomas Journal—The dismissal 
if over two hundred men in his dc- 

- p.irtment, just at the Christmas sea-
ÿorontc saying that Dr. Singh and his son, is Hon. Mr. Monk’s idea of “re- 
O^elids are playing on the tender com- forming" the civil service. Premier 
passion of the Ontario people with lhp_f Borden must be proud of his minister 
story that they are British subjects °£ Public works, 
and should therefore be given tree 
entry to this country whether they 
come :j>y direct route or otherwise, 
whetliér they bring anything with 
(hem and in whatever numbers they 
rhit'/ See fit to come. One step thus 
lead s to another and the securing ot 
one ifjicessidit- to --the demand for 
row- It i-ije Hindu in British Cold ti­
bia .is allowed to bring along one or 
mijfi’o If the Hindu in British Colutn- 
hlnSiaéce, tlje news will spread Ih In- 
diàïtt-at'once a Hindu lands in British 
Columbia he is free to send for so 
h»<t”.v °t hls "wives” and families to 
be desires and take up his permanent 
nbOiio in that—:or any other province 
o< the Dominion, To that there ; da l 
bé only one result—an influx of Hin­
di» srch as has not Yet occurred. 
iSnd If the further point is gained tha:
ilie.Bihdu may enter from any coun- , , . ..„ - ... . ' , a!s in such divisions, for "David Millstty a all and without the possession ond Mr B,alr and Mr Tarte dlvided
Of the heretofore required money V-cmselves from the Laurier Govern- 
qui^tll cation, the prospect for a sud- nient party without the way being 
de.l sfid stupendous increase In the evened for the Opposition.-’ This is 
po^titotion:of the Pacific slope is mo*?t ; most true; and what members of the 
excel'ont. y-v . [conservative Cabinet *Is the Gazette

Toronto Globe—Toronto has not 
been saved from American eggs, al­
though the recent vote insured an 
addition of three cents and extras per 
(I /7.en to the price. About 72,000 dozen 
have been imported for Toronto dur­
ing the past few weeks.

Ottawa Free Press-—A farmer in 
the constituency of Brandon, Man., 
took two carloads of barley to the 
United States point nearest his home,

farmer whose grain is piled in the 
field and like, y to stay there until 
spring, has the consolation of know­
ing that the owners a! the transporta­
tion systems claim him to be suffering 
in the cause of patriotism. Just hew 
Canada is made better by his impov­
erishment, or how the bonds of Eni- 
pifce xyill'Ve strengthened if the wheat 
lies where it is until the gophers eat 
it n«a> not be readily apparent tc the 
farmer, but that only shows that the 
farmei is a selfish-minded individual 
who has the incontinence to want to 
make a living.

The railways being unable, or un­
willing, to forward the wheat to the 
only market open to it—that of Great 
Britain—the price of wheat is on the 
decline, though the price of flour is 
on the ascent. Thu» the milling in­
terests prosper through the temporary 
congestion of the railways at the ex­
pense of the farmer. The railways of 
couvât» lose nothing, for if they do not 
haul the wheat now they will haul it 
later cei. There is room here for at 
least the suspicion that the conges­
tion of the railways is due, not 
much to the tremendous traffic offer­
ing ar to manipulation. There are men 
ctf great wealth who have one hand ip 
thu railway busines and the other in 
tho milling business. These would be 
doing no worse than has been done 
before if they so managed or mis- 

j managed the railway traffic so as to 
break the price of wheat, and thus

paid $7.6-1 in customs duty, and then enabled themselves as millers to gatft- 
s« cured $614 more for his barley than er in the crop, or so much of it as 
lie could have obtained in Canada, it they want, at less than they wouid 
the reciprocity pact had gone through 1 otherwlge have to pay tor it. Control- 
that man would have saved the 3764 t„ , .. , , ,, . ,
paid in duties. llnK L’oth ends of the table- what is 10

Prevent them playing both against ine 
farmer in the middle?

. The Montreal Standard comes to the

Montreal Herald—The Gazette,
speaking of the divisions In the Con­
servative-Nationalist cabinet, remarks 
'hat there is little hope for the Liber- 1 excuse of the Broden Government by

explaining that Canada could not 
real’;" do anything to aid in Imperial 
defence If It tried, because before' it 
could complete a ship this would be 
outclassed by some new one under 
construction in a foreign ship-yard.

As an Illustration of the folly of try- 
! tog to keep pace with the progress of 
1 naval invention, and of the wisdom cf 
! doing nothing at all in this direction, 
the Standard goes to Great Britain— 
whose Government, by the way, is now 
considering a loan Of some hundreds 
of millions with which to start an un­
paralleled program of ship-building. 
Gref.: Britain, the Standard says, no 
sooner gets a warship in the water 
than it 4; , jund necessary to build a 
mo.-e powerfuj one. This is rather 
overdrawn, for the ships are really 
useful for iscme years even In the first 
Line of their type In battle; but It suo- 
stantially reflects the tact that navy 
building Is an Unending process, and 
one which must be prosecuted with 
vigo- $md at great expense if national 
security is to be preserved. The point 
of t>e Standard’s illustration is against 
its argument, for the point Is that 
Britaii does not cancel, ship-building 
programs—as the Borden Government 
has done—but builds the ships. The 
idea that warship7buliding should be 
suspended until the naval architects 
have exhausted their ingenuity and 
have decided what is to be the final 
and unsurpassable type of warship 
would be a splendid one if all the na­
tions would agree to act upon It. But 
they won’t, and the nation which ad­
opted this plan ot waiting while its 
neighbors and potential enemies con­
tinued to build shlfe, would not be In 
position to build" many of the unsur- 
passables when the architects have 
finally discovered the design. Some 
better weapon than the -Ross rifle 
may be Invented some day, but it 
wool 1 not be wise to keep the militia 
armed with muzzle-loaders Just be­
came some one will some day invent 
a better weapon than the best now 
available.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
VS. POLITICAL CONTROL.

JUst about the time Premier Sltton 
was telling the members of the Legis­
lature that the telephone system of 
this Province has been paying its way 
to the last cent from the moderate 
rentals charged for the use of ’phones, 
Premier Roblin cf Manitoba, was se-v- 
ing nctlce on the telephone users rf 
that Province that they will have to 
pay more for the use of the pho .,es 
next year than they have been payln.7. 
How much more may ye inaicated 
this example; a business man who us <» 
his ’phone twenty times a day will non 
year have to pay the Manitoba Gov­
ernment 3146 for the use of the Instru­
ment. This year he is charged 36J 
and nothing asked as to how many 
times he uses it. Ine reason for the 
boost of course is that the Manitoba 
system has been losing money—con­
trary to the deliberate mis-statement 
of Hon. Rooert Rogers to the Legisla­
ture—and that drastic means are now 
necessary to pull It out cf the hole. 
If, an seems probable, the protests 
against the present outrageous pro­
posal are so numerous and vigorous | 
that the Government has to back up, 
seme other means will nave to be 
foi.nl for raising the money—perhaps 
it w'lt be taken out of the general 
funds of the province. That this sorry 
state of affairs was not due to the 
system ’itself is clear enough irorn tne 
tact that up until 1908 the Bell Tele­
phone Co. ran it as a money-making 
enterprise, and then sold it to tne 
Government as a money-making en­
terprise; ^nd the Bell company did 
not charge any such rates as the 
Government propose to exact lrom any­
one ii. Manitoba whe feels himsen 
wealthy enough to have a telephone 
next year. The difference in the re­
sults attained by the Bell company 
and lry the Roblin Government is pre­
cisely the same as the difference in the 
results attained by the Alberta Gov­
ernment and by the Roblin Govern­
ment—that is, the difference between 
success and failure. And in each case 
the cause has been the same. Under 
the Alberta Government—as under 
the Bell company in Manitoba—the 
telephone system has been run as a 
business concern, on business lines, for 
business purposes. Under the Rob- 
lin Government in Manitoba the 
teleplicne system has been run as part 
of the political machinery of the dom- 
inan* party, for political purposes, and 
on pclitical lines. The results arg juti 
wha. they might be expected to be. 
In A’berta the telephone system has 
bean extended hundreds if miles and 
new and costly exchanges put In until 
tht: capital invested in It Is something 
aroiird three and a half million dol­
lars. and yet with the reascnaole 
charger made for the use of ’phones 
the revenue Is sufficient to pay the op­
erating charges, the Intereit on the 
plait.-, and to maintain the system 
in first-class condition. In Manitoba 
lines have been built for political 
purposes into out-of-the-way places 
whe.e there was no hope or chance of 
getting enough subscribers to pay tne 
cosip the system has been loaded up 
with political agents, and its require­
ments bought from political friends at 
their own price»; while over it was 
put r. "commission" whose usefulness 
was in no wise proportioned to its 
cost: with the result tnat the public 
arc now invited to pay the piper.

.Mail and Empire: Los Angeles has 
found It impossible to sell any part Of 
its new bond issue, because its "pro­
gressive" policies have loadel it with 
debt almost to the sinking point. 
Progress sometimes goes so far and 
so fast nowadays that it tripe over 
itself coming back.

London Advertiser—Premier sif- 
ton of Alberta wishes to make the 
single tax compulsory within seven 
years. Y'et the proposal to allow a 
municipality in Ontario to even 
slightly discriminate between land 
values and values created by the labor 
and thought of man is denounced as 
revolutionary.

Vancouver Province: The Ameri­
can beet trust is threatened with 
competition from an unexpected quar­
ter. Australian rabbits can be placed 
on the Chicago market at half the 
price of the corn fed steers of Iowa 
or the prairie grass nourished heifers 
of Nebraska. The agile hoppers from 
the land of the kangaroo have the ad­
ditional advantage of being more 
toothsome and digestible than the 
long pronged mavericks of the West.

Aylmer .Reformer:—The defeat ot 
the reciprocity proposals has cost the 
prairie farmers, it Is estimated, twelve 
million dollars on his year’s crop 
alone. How much It would have been 
In the pockets of the Ontario farmer 
this year may be figured from the 
foregoing amount, seeing that we 
prod-uce more than all the West com­
bined. Then some interested ones tell 
us that reciprocity is dead. If st is, it 
is the most valuable “dead one" that 
we have ever heard of.

Montreal Herald: Some surprise is 
expressed - in the United States that 
the woollen interests did net succeed 
in getting the last ounce of flesh lrom 
the consumer, and that while the 
duty on some woollen goods totals 184 
per cent., the excess of domestic over 
foreign price is only 67 per cent. This 
is most distressing, and seems to point 
to the conclusion that after a certain 
point of extortion the American con­
sumer will wear newspapers or fig 
leaves sooner than bid sheep products 
up any further. Such conduct can­
not be too bitterly condemned a; pre­
judiced and unpatriotic. When the 
United States says that its citizens 
shall pay to its woollen manufactur­
ers 184 per cent, more than the for­
eign price of a commodity, it expects 
them to do It, and any other course 
is nothing short of passive resistance.

Montreal Herald: The Toronto 
News says that the daily press is an 
attempt to supply a clamorous human 

j need. So far as the News is concern- 
; ed the demand is net any more clam­

orous than the supply.

Detroit Free Prêts: Boo-th Tark 
litgton says that no gentleman will j 
contest his wl es’ action for a divorce. 1 
On the other hand no gentleman 

, should have occasion to. I

Calgary Albertan: The first real 
battle o£ importance which Harold 
Riley waged in Edmonton since his 
election, was in favor of the Rileys 
against the remaining electors of the 
part of Calgary he represents. He 
says that he is not interested in the 
land at present exempted, but unless 
ho has no share in the Riley estate, 
it would seem that his statemeoit, 
though perhaps literally true, is hard­
ly borne out by fact. At any rate, he 
fought the fight to protect the Riley 
estate, in which he is interested, E. 
H. Riley, Who is his vrothe . . nj A. 
F. R. Riley,; anothe. , worn
just taxation, if they a« e v.vempted, 
of course the other ratepayers in 
Hillhurst and Crescent and
in the other paru o. the city will 
have to make up by v -. u >u...e3 the 
whole amount which Mr. ^«e, or his 
immediate relatives are exempted. 
Mr. Riley did not make the claim 
that his friends were unable to pay 
the taxes.

TJk British Go einuiunt propose to 
gpen l 300 million dollars in warships 
to protect the Empire. Perhaps our 
Nationalist Government will appro­
priai» 30 cents to buy peanuts for the 
powder monkeys attached to the 
squadron sent ever to defend nur 
coastr and commerce.

Winston Churchill proposes to float 
an i-nmense loan and "to put upon ’-he 
sea a fleet which will finally estabVsh 
Britain’s security from invasion be- 
yon 1 the doubts or designs of any 
foreign power. Blood tells. Mr. 
Churchill comes of Marlborcu ;h 
stock.

The Russian Government first de- 
Bted. that the Russian soldiers had 
committed atrocities In Persia, and 
now announces that the soldiers will 
be severely dealt with for ccmmitt^11® 
the atrocities. In view of the former 
declaration not much confidence is to 
be put in the latter.

TH » United States market is closed 
to Canadian wheat by law. The British 
market is closed to it by a blocks, le 
of traffic. The wheat lies in the fleids 
whVe the price shrinks. How much 
stronger is the Empire because of 
t&is, or how much more loyal the Can­
adian farmer and his family?

To the charge that the Dominion 
Government has no business to dis­
allow the act of the Alberta Legisla­
ture dissolving the Alberta and Great 
Waterways company, the Journal re­
plies that the Dominion Government 
Is th,? preper body in which the ois- 
al low an ce power should be reposed by 
the ccnstitution. That is merely ad­
mitting that on the point at issue 
there is nothing to be said on the P *rl 
of the A. and G. W. promoters and 
the friends of the Journal. The ques­
tion is not raised as to whether a 
policeman should be allowed to carry 
a club, but it is maintained that he 
has no business to bring it down up *n 
the head of a person who is acting 
wholly within the law, and whose ac­
tions have not injured and do not 
threaten the rights *of any ether per­
son. That the act complained of has 
injured the credit of any Canadian 
province, of the Dominion, or of 
Province cf Alberta itself, even th» 
Journal is not rash enough to aver. 
That such has not been a result of 
the measure is too well known to re­
quire proof or to admit of dispute. 
Th s being so, it is no business of the 
Dominion as the custodian of the pub­
lic credit whether the company was

dlsso.ved or was not dissolved. As 
for any rights that individuals in the 
comi tny or others holding contracts 
with the company may claim to have, 
the law courts are open to them. If 
the Dominion Government interferes 
it wiH be interfering gratuitously, and 
under circumstances which would 
make interferende a tyrannical abuse of 
the disallowance power and a gross 
trespass upon the rights of the Pro­
vince .

Th*» Ottawa Citizen takes its party- 
frier d the Montreal Star, gently to 
task for trying to urge a naval policy 
on ih#‘ Borden Government. The Star 
has a notion that the correct way to 
aid T imperial defence is to contribute 
mo'icj to the up-keep of the British 
navy, an idea that was ’ ery popular 
with Mr. Borden and in Conservative 
circb s generally not so very lcmg ago. 
The Citizen discourses pleasantly 
abou: the Star and its policy to the 
exter/ of a column, without disclos­
ing whether or not it has any opinion 
of its own on the matter, and winds 
up v. ith the remark that it i^ “re- 
"stri ir.ing itself with the confidence 
“and assurance that when the time 
“arrives the government will enun^l- 
“ate a naval policy that will meet with 
“tho approval of the hundreds cf 
“thousands of Canadians of both po­
litical persuasions, who also had suf- 
“ficient confidence in the naval ability 
“of the new government to entrust it 
“wiV.i the navigation of the ship of 
“stai* On its new course.” Seeing 
that the two groups of “political per- 
suae: ns” by whose combined action 
the Gcvérnment was brought into &•»- 
ir.g are the Imperialists and the anti- 
imperialists, this'adrcüt presentation 
of the case is only putting the puzzle 
up to the Government baldly, with 
no ether suggestion or hint but that 
whatever the Government thinks fit 
to propose that the Citizen will ap­
prove Such pledges of unshakiole 
loyalty are doubtless gratifying to the 
Premier, but it is to be suspected that 
he would value still higher some prac- 
tici1 hint as to what kind of a naval 
prcirsal would arouse the enthusiasm 
cif these who think Canada should do 
something to preserve the Empire, an t 
would also wih a warm welcome frJm 
tho'.e whose election cry is that ihe 
Empire may go to smash for all they 
Intend tc do to prevent it.

CREATING A NEW DEPARTMENT.

Thu Borden Government has de.- 
cidej to create a department of poli­
tics tc be managed by a commission 
of thiee members. It will be the duty 
of this body to rummage the files c* 
the various departments at Ottawa, 
seeking if they can find something 
which the Ministers can use to the 
political discredit of their predeces­
sor!; in; other words, to dig up cam- 
paigi material fer the Government. 
For this political service the members 
of the board will of course be paid tv 
the. public. Having thus killed two 
bin1.3 with one stone; having landed 
three friends in comfortable jobs wi’.h 
fat salaries, and having established a 
pclit.cal powder factory at the public 
expense, the Government has gone a 
step farther and will empower the 
mft'i commission to appoint sub-com­
missions, deputy-commissions, assist- 
ant-commissions and what other spe­
cies of the genus may be found neces­
sary either tox provide jobs for more 
friends or to help produce ammuni­
tion for election battles. The chair- 
ma l of the main commision, a gentle­
man of whose political activities New- 
fc.urui’and grew weary and whose ser­
vices that colony found it could get 
alrng without, has caught the idea of 
the thing. He commends warmly tho 
power given him and his colleagues 
to pitvide for the wants and silence 
th:» importunities of the friends of the 
Minn lers and the Commisio'ners bv 
appeinting these sub-commissioners. 
And he proposes an amendment, and 
an improvement, to the scheme. he 
mal.i ccmmission he thinks should fe 
made permanent. For jobs that arc 
Ilk to end he has, it seems, no strong 
attai liment, remembering probably 
what happened to him in Newfound­
land and fearing that history migut 
repeat itself. So he thinks a Govern­
ment so generous as to provide joos 
ad lib. might go a step further and 
provide that the holders should have a 
permanent hold upon the jobs. A s 
ho puts it, it is not enough to Fee 
whether the late Ministers were hon 
est; the present ones are in need cf 
so lie kind of guardians or chaperons 
tcr their continued good behaviour. A 
Mini* ter, he says, has friends, and the 
friends occasionally want things—a 
discovery that seems fairly obvious in 
view of the elevation that has sud­
denly ccme to himself. But what the 
friends want is not always in line with 
the public interests, he argues; where­
fore the commission should be made 
a peimanent custodian of the Min­
isterial Integrity, a kind of sharv- 
tongi.ed stepmother which would be 
evsr at the Minister’s elbow warning 
him of temptation and rebuking him 
for lapses fregn moral or political rec­
titude. There is more of the sauio 
sort with the same Import—-that he 
and himself arc honest men, but t lit 
the* Ministers are men who need 
watching. If the Ministers do nA 
take this to be a somewhat poin 'jd 
reference to themselves the idea of the 
Chaim an may be acted upon and the 
political department of the Govern­
ment be made a permanent charge 
upon the public revenues.

as it does just when hundreds e£ pub­
lic servants are getting notices of 
dismissal as Christmas messages. As 
the Globe has committed itself to the 
f-tat'einéht that there is little humor 
in Canada, the Mail is out to prove 
that its political rival does not knew 
what it is talking about..

Montreal Herald—It must be ad­
mitted, however, that there is some­
thing about the existing situation 
which gives warrant for Mr. Carne­
gie’s idea that he ought to spend more 
meney on Canadian libraries. So far 
as the truth about the election of 
September can be got at, there is no 
sign that “education done it.” Quite 
the reverse.

Montreal Gazette—-Some little time 
ago Lord Charles Beresford intimated 
that Mr. Reginald McKenna, when he 
exchanged offices with Mr. Winston 
Churchill, was practically kicked out 
of the Admiralty because the navy 
was not maintained in the proper 
condition. Now Mr. McKenna retorts 
that. Lord Charles talks too much, that 
people know this and pay no atten­
tion to what he says, and further that 
he is not fit* for the position to which 
he aspires. Thus raked, it can hard­
ly be expected Lord Charles will re­
main quiet. The further stages of tne 
engagement should be lively.

Toronto Globe—The coming of the 
Orientals to Canada, whether from 
India or from China or from Japan, 
aggravates the already vexed problem 
of democratic self-government in this 
country. British Columbia, with its 
very small population of varied peo­
ples not yet well organized^ has ob­
stacles enough in its path to sound 
tnd stable government without add:ng 
the still more difficult task cl making 
political citizens of thousands of Ori­
entals whose whole history and life 
have been utterly undemocratic.

Toronto Globe—It may be a mere 
accident, but!* pecple cannot fail to 
note the fact that the members of 
the Borden Ministry who have so far 
made themselves most conspicuous by 
the dismissal of civil servants to make 
room for their party supporters are 
Mr. Monk, Minister of Public Works, 
and Mr. Pelletier, Postmaster-Gener­
al; both Nationalists. Mr. Monk has 
been regaided and respected by h:s 
opponents as a man of getid intentions 
and honorable character ;not even his 
best friends can defend his actions in 
dismissing with brutal callousness 
batch after batch of employeés in his 
department. There are in all the de­
partments of the public service, hold­
ing humble positions, men and women 
who have grown comparatively old in 
the discharge of the simple duties as­
signed to them. These duties "hey 
are as ablfe to perform as ever thev 
were, and-jit is not alleged that they 
have become incompetent Toe late 
in life to seek other positions as a 
means of living, they find themselves 
at a moment’s notice thrust into the 
strèets to make room for party worK- 
ers no more able to serve the public 
than they are

Montreal Star—Out in Alberta, they 
taking all taxation off industry and tne 
are going to try the experiment of 
products of industry. Apparently they 
do n*. it desire to discourage industry in 
that province. We usually tax what 
we'want to restrict. Thus we tax dogs 
and saloons. A number of Western 
cities have decided not to tax indus­
try; and those which have this plan 
in operation, think that they are at­
tracting neiv industries by this variety 
of negative “’bonus.” The Ontario 
Liberals want to give Ontario munici­
palities pow'er to adopt this policy: 
and the Albertan example may streng­
then their hands.

Regina Leader—The defeat of re­
ciprocity not only kept the outlets to 
the south closed, but by keeping them 
shut strengthened Canadian railway 
monopoly and provided the means 
whereby the railways can keep up 
freight rates. The farmers and busi­
ness men of Western Canada are pay­
ing dearly for the fake loyalty cam­
paign of the Conservative and Big 
Interest party.

ISLAND ARTILLERY LEADS

Militia Returns Show That Garrison 
Artillery of Eastern Province 

Is On Top.

Ottawa, Dec. 28—Militia orders is­
sued today contain the results ot 
Canadian garrison artillery general 
efficiency competitions including gn.i 
practice and efficiency of personnel. 
The Eighth battery, Prince Edwrard 
Island, stands at the head of the list 
with a total score of 605 out of a pos­
sible 760. The Seventh battery, P.E. 
I. comes seccoid with 582. Other bat­
teries stand in the following order: 
Cobourg, 556; Ninth battery, P.E.I., 
St. John, 462; Fourth battery. St. 
John, 395; Second battery, Montreal, 
392; Fifth battery, St. John, 393; Firs?, 
battery, Montreal, 3 41.

C. N. R. WHEAT SHIPMENTS.

Big Increase Shown Over Last Year 
in Wheat Marketed anti in 

Elevators.

Winnipeg, Bee. 28.—The Canadian 
Northern Railway is still hauling 
wheat in large quantities to their 
elevators at Port Arthur, and also to 
the sea pdrts, owing to the naviga­
tion at the lakes being closed. The 
total number of bushels o: wheat 
marketed at points along the com­
pany’s lines this year is 38,750,00 » 
bushels, against that of 2 4,000,000 
bushels marketed last year for the 
same po-ints which shows an increase 
of 14,000,000 bushels. The Canadian 
Northern railway have in store in 
their interior elevators 8,000,000 
bushels of grain, while last year for 
the same period they only had thiee 
and thfee-quarters.

Toronto Star—“To the Borden Gov­
ernment,” says the Mail, “the spoils ! 
idea, the use of patronage and opper- ! 
tunities for graft .present no attrac­
tion.” The success of a joke depends 
much on its timeliness, and this one i 
is right in the nick of time, coming j

Here is a remedy that will euro 
your cold. Why waste time and mor o 
experimenting wThen you -can get a 
preparati on that has won a world- 
reputation by its cures of this disc^s,- 
and can always be depended upon. 
It is known everywhere as Chambt - 
Iain’s Cough Remedy, and is a nut.--

Q
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SUN YAT SEN NI 
PRES. CHINESE

Upon Receipt of New- oil 
He Issued a Statemo 
His Policy Would li<* 
Peace and Stable (| 
Yuan Shi Kai Disgust 
chu Princes.

Shanghai, China, Ij. 
lately following reccin' 
Nanking that he had ■ • t 
sident of the repubk 
Suit Yat Sen handed t 
statement to the As.- 
with the request that i 
ted to his friends in Am 

“I consider it my duty 
presidency. My policy v i 
peace and etsablish a s 
ment by the prompti-s: 
sible My single ami v 
sure peace and cor,t« n 
millions of my fellow i 

The news of Dr Sun Y 
tion to the presidency if 
the eighteen provinces t 
per at their confèrent. 
spread with extra* rdin 
among the people Cro 
way to the house in the 
cession in wrhich he. has 
his arrival here When I 
he was greeted with ai| 
ovation

Dr. Sun Yat Sen to For] 
Shanghai, Dec. 5 

edict will not be acceptel 
els except in the "most \ 
under which a repul] 
lished without d^lay 
vides fer the recogn 
vincial government, (
Yat Sen will be elected ' 
the regular convention - 
king conference at whi* 
appointed by the .gbverr 
provinces or by the pr| 
,sembly will act in beh; 
proper.

The revolutionary lej 
laugh at the apparent 
Y’uan Shi Kai to temporig 
tion which they declare 
out of his control. Dr. 
has made preparations tog 
cabinet.

It is believed the first 
be strong and may inclig 
Yuan Shi Kais delegaf 
companied Tank Shad Yil 
ier’s representative, to thj 
ference.

Yuan Shi Kai Dis; 
Paris, Dec 28—A Pek| 

to the Paris editicn of tlj 
Herald says:—

“Disgusted at the refusl 
perial clan to contribute! 
chest Yuan Shi Kai tonig 
leave. It is believed this I 
early retirement from t| 
ship. He bitterly resent! 
faith of Wu Ting Fsyig al 
in proposing a National <| 
now insisting upon a rung 
presentative congress, 
that a republic means 
dissolution and believes tl 
solution is tc fight it ou| 
handicapped by a lack of|

COMINfi TO wTnNI 
INDUCE WIFE TO

MUlianaire Banker of Ted 
Two Daughters Leaves! 
To See His Wife, 
EïopçmeiU With Texas!

Winnipeg, Dec. 28—*1 
chapter in a society romg 
reads more like extravdj 
than a page taken from lil 
menced this morning whl 
r.eceived that J. B. Snd 
lionaire banker of Amal 
panied by his two little d| 
Fort Worth this morninf 
peg, where his wife is in | 
lowing an alleged sensag 
ment with A. G. Boyce, 
Texas clubman ,and son| 
est ranch owner in the 

It is the intention ol 
to try an<#^'persuade hia| 
turn to Amarillo, and if| 
obdurate he will ask tc. | 
ported from CanacPa on! 
that àhe is illegally in [ 
He is expected to arriv| 
Sunday.

On the other hand Mg 
dared this morning inf 
of the police court that sj 
return to the United 

. forced to, and that she 
turn with her husband tl 
alleges that she was no! 
sanitarium, as stated by! 
but, that she was piaced| 
and confined there for

MURDEROUSLY ASS VI |

Prisoner In North Bay 
of Police

North Bay, Ont.. Dec 
Police Robert McElroy 
was murderously as=au| 
oner named Ernest 
Gane and Leclair, held 
forgery, and obtaining] 
false pretences. Monet f 
the chief in the lock-f 
him with a club, "knol 
conscious. Town Clerk! 
rushed in, and. was al| 
the prisoner, who the:! 
ca?pe to the woods. Al 
ganized and Monette 
He was committed forg 
brought before Judge 
Bay pleading guilty tq 
was remanded for senteg 
outcome of Chief 
which may possibly rej

SECRETARY FOR

Ottawa. Dec. 29—N. I 
sistant accountant of tl 
partment, has been ar 
taryof the commission! 
quire into the civil serxi 
came to Ottawa durinl 
the former Conservât! 
secretary to Hon. Clr 
and was appointed td 
the Laurier governm^ 
ccmmission has comp

l i
-


