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So far ns the published reporte 
of the Imperial conference, just 
closed, indicate the eaoae of 
mutual tariff preference within 
the Empire has received a set 
back from the position to which 
it had attained at the Colonial 
Conference of 1902. The resolu­
tions of the conference of 1902 
recognized that the principle of 
preferential trade between the 
United Kingdom end hi* majesty’s 
dominions beyond the seas would 
stimulate and faritita 
commercial intereuoae; diet a* 
far as circumstances would permit 
the Colonies should give sub­
stantial preferential treatment to 
the products of the United King 
doin ; that bis Majesty’s Govern­
ment should be orged by the 
Colonial Prime Ministers, to grant 
in the United Kingdom preferen­
tial treatment to the prodncts and 
manufactures of the Colonies; that 
the Prime Ministers assembled at 
the conference of 1902 should 
undertake to submit to their res 
pectiv Governments at the eas­
iest opportunity the principle of 
the resolution adopted at tjie con­
ference and do what was possible 
to give effect thereto. This is in 
brief the substance of the prefer- 
ential resolution of the Conference 
The Canadian Ministers at that 
conference expressed the hope that 
the Mother Country would at an 
early day apply the principle 
of mutual preference by some 
slight protection to the products 
of the colonies. The resolution of 
the conference of 1907 bearing on 
this matter is extremely vague. It 
simply ennnitates the principle 
that the greater freedom and 
fuller development of the com 
mercial intercouse within*'the 
Empire may best be attained by 
leaving each part of the Empire 
liberty of action jn selecting the 
moat suitable means for attaining 
them, having regard to its own 
special conditions and require­
ments. Mr Chamberlain was the 
dominant spirit of the conference 
of 1902; but in 1907 a free trade 
Government is in the saddle in 
Great Britain, and the preferent­
ial doctrines of the Chamberlain 
school do not find favor. Mean­
time Mr Balfonr, Leader of the 
Opposition has at last come out 
strongly and unequivocally for 
mutual tariff preference.

mente of the Liberal political pro- 
P«guida.___________

It ie «rid that one of toe things 
agreed upon at the Imperial Con­
ference is a fast atlantie service 
connected with » fast service 
across the continent land feet 
steamers on the Pacifie, to be sub­
sidized by the Imperial Govern­
ment 'end the Governments of 
Canada, Australia, New Zealapd 
etc. A four days Atlantic voyage 
ie talked off! Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
ie said to be a strong advocate ef 
this new project So far es the 
fast Atlantic service is concerned 
Sir Charles Tapper bed all bat com 
pitted arrangements therefor when 
be went oat of power eleven year* 
ago. The Leerier Government 
failed to take ip the matter where 
Sir Charles left off and the project 
has been, dormant ever elnee. It 
anything coins# of the new srrsnge-

The matter of the Blairmore 
town eight referred to in our 
Ottawa letter in this issue is a 
fair sample of the scandalous 
transactions to which the Laurier 
Government have recourse in 
order to enrich political favorites 
at the expense of honest settlers, 
It ia plainly shown in this case 
that Lyon the honest settler and 
li git mate owner who had com 
plied with the requirements of the 
law’was robbed of his property, 
which was turned over to Mc­
Kenzie the Government protege 
practically for nothing, in order 
to afford him an oppoatunity to 
make $200,000. Judge Wetmore 
ot the Northwest Supreme Couit 
found so many false and mislead­
ing statement in the Government's 
connection with the affair that he 
deemed the Exchequer court the 
proper place to have the case 
settled. To have the matter tried 
in the Exchequer Court would 
not suit the Government or the" 
Government's friends, so the 
Minister of the Interior induced 
the Justice department to intei- 
fere and have the crown with, 
draw its permission to be a party 
to an action. The consequence wee 
that when the Exchequer Court 
met to give judgment it found it 
had no jurisdiction in the matter. 
This is but ans of the numberless 
cases in which the Government 
have deprived honest eettiax of 
their just rights, in order that an 
opportunity tor amassing wealth

7 ; :ut
I m She matter. 

It woe Id only be e revival ei wbat 
hie predecessor in office bed advanc­
ed elmoet to eompletionjeleven years 
•go.

Ottama Meekly Letter.
Blairmore Town Site.

AJScandal Exposed Last Ses­
sion,—How a Liberal Got 
a $200,000 Property.

PERJURED
VITS FIRST.

AFFIDA-1

Then the Celebrated Nixon 
Assists,—Next Brother-in® 
law Turriff Gets in Quick 
Work.

COURT CONDEMNS 
THE FRAUD.

Judge Burbidge Prepared to 
Cancel the Patent,—But 
Minister Interferes and Ob­
tains Judgment by Consent 
—In Favor of the Patent 
Obtained by Lies and Per­
juries and Party Influence.

LAURIER AND BOTHA,

may be afforded to favorites whe 
have been found useful fustre- on pure inventions, supported by

Hyman and the London Con­
spiracy,—One Way to Pro,
duce a Bogus Surplus,

Ottawa, May 11, 1907]
Mention has frequently been 

made in this correspondence to 
the Blairmore Town Site. The 
story of the transaction, which 
should be told in full, is a record 
of fraud and prejury perpetrated 
to gain a valuable property in 
the gift ofjthe Government. The 
crimes were discovered and ex­
posed, and yet as a reault of theae 
methods an estate valued at $200, 
000 has come into the hands of an 
active Western politican through 
the favor and connivance of the 
Department of the Interior.
THE BARON OF BLAIRMORE 

Mr Malcolm MacKenzie, Barris­
ter, Member of the Alberta Leg­
islature, is the owner of the town 
site of Blairmore. This town hag 
a population, of about ffve hund­
red and is beautifully situated on 
the Easters elope of the Rocky 
Mountains, where the Crow’s 
Nest Pass on the _C P R line 
broadens out on an elevated 
plateau. It is near the well 
known mining Town of Frank.

Mr McKenzie, who wae the 
Government candidate at the last 
Dominion election, received his 
patent for the 160 acres of land 
comprising the glajrmore Town 
•ite in July 1901, when the plape 
had a population of two or three 
hundred people and had become 
extremely valuable. Mr McKenzie 
had himself valued the estate be­
fore that time at some $89,666, 
and he paid the Government just 
$480. or $8 au entre for the pro­
perty. This was the selling price 
for ordinary farm land at the 
time,
BASED ON FRAUD AND PgR- 

JUF.Y.
Mr McKenzie obtained the 

grant by taking an assignment of 
the right Of an Italian named 
Montalbetti who reprpgepted him­
self as the first squatter on the 
land. Montaibetti’s claim, and his 
affidavits supporting it, had been 
prepared in Mr McKengie law 
office at McLeod forty-five miles 
away, and McKenzie obtained at" 
tiie same time the right of the 
Julian without paying him any 
mousey for i«-

The Italian/# was -
solutely fraudulent. It wae bag. ^

■ series of perjuries. This fraud 
yru made known to the Govern­
ment before the patent was issued 
!t wAs proved before a court of 

law, and in fact established by the 
confession of the Italian himself. 

AN HONEST CLAIMANT. 
Another man wee in occupation 

of the ground before the Italian. 
Hie name wae Lyon and he came 
from Ontario He built on the 
premises the first structure inten­
ded to He permanent, went into 
business and kept a shop there, 
and made a claim aa a squatter. 
He waà truthful and his state­
ments was never contradicted. As 
between him end the assignee of 
the Italian, Lyon undoubtedly 
had the better right, and if Lyon’s 
claim as a squatter was not 
technically sufficient to entitle 
him to the splendid fortune con 
taintd in this land, the property 
should have remained with the 
people of Canada, who had the 
original right to the $100,000 or 
$200,000 profite out of it 
THE BUYING OF BLAI&MOREi

The story of Blairmore begins 
in 1898, when Montalbetti came 
there as C P R section foreman 
and Lyon arived as loqal agent 
for the Railway. The Italian put 
np a tent on the town site and 
lived there while the Company 
was hnilding him a section house, 
and Lyon, with the assistance of 
the Railway Company, pnt up a 
log shanty on the town site. This 
also was a temporary affair. Both 
men afterwards hap little gardens 
on the disputed territory. So far 
their claims were equal. But 
Lyon gave up his rhilway job and 
went into business and built a 
store on the town site. The first 
claim to the land was made by 
Lyon, who tried to obtain it as a 
homestead and was informed that 
it could not be homesteaded as it 
was an odd numbered section. His 
store was the first permanent 
building on the land.

THE CLAIMANTS.
In Jnne 1901 Lyon Montalbetti 

applied for the right to purchase 
the land each claiming priority aa 
a squatter. Mentalbetti’s claim 
was assigned to Mr McKenzie, and 
ite promotion was thence forward 
ed in the hands of that politican. 
In his famous affidavits the 
Italian falsely stated that he had 
a garden on the land in 1898. He 
made a false statement about 
building a stable. He made a 
false statement that he kept a 
cow and other stock on the land 
in 189§. In fact all the state­
ments on whiph Montalbetti sup­
ported his claim, or rather Mc­
Kenzie’s claim, were forgeries. 

OUR OLD FRIEND NIKON.
The Government ordered homer 

stead inspector Stewart to go to 
Blairmore and report on the claim 
of Lyon, Montalbetti and others. 
The property was then supposed 
to be worth about $50,000. Before 
Stewart’s report was received by 
the Department of Interior, the 
politicians got alarmed and had a 
more suitable commissioner sent. 
This was land agent Nixon, a 
strong party man, who after­
wards had to give up his office as 
land agent on account of defalca­
tions, and then was appointed to 
a better office. Nixon was a party 
associate and fellow-townsman of 
McKenzie. They had done Cam­
paign work together. Nixon 
knew that McKenzie owned Mont- 
albetti's claim. Nixon and Mc­
Kenzie went up to Blairmore to­
gether and came back together 
Nixon told McKenzie wbat report 
he was going to make before he 
sent it to Ottawa Of course he 
reported in favor of McKenzie. 
Meantime the report of Mr Stew­
art had been received. He had 
found the Italian’s claim un­
founded.

tubbiff FOLLOWS SUIT.
This was in Jane. In July, 

Land Commissioner Turriff now 
Member of Parliament, a gentle­
man who has been much connect­
ed with lend deals in the west, 
and has beeome suddenly rjph as 
have some of his relatives, took 
up the case at Ottawa Of course 
he paid no attention to the peti 
tion for d*)%y from Mr Lyon, who 
was forwarding evidence of the 
frauds. He decided in favor of 
Ifr McKenzie with astonishing 
promptness, ft is not often that 
a patent is issued in such a rush 
§s this one.
WHILE MB SIFTON WAS 

AWAY,
Mr Sifton went away after this 

and while he was gone, Mr. Lyon 
asked for the cancellation of the 
patent Pfl the ground of fraud. 
Mr Fitzpatrick, Ifiniftor of Justice 
saw the statements in support of 
this demand and at oncer author­
ised a hearing by the ggche^uer 
Court, The Judge of that Coprt 
commissioned Judge Wetmore of 
the NorthWest to go to blair­
more and ascertain the facts. It 
did not take Judge. Wetmore long 
to fipd opt that the Montalbetti

recognized, was fraudaient and 
utterly worthless. The Italian 
confessed to the falsehoods. Judge 
Wetmore reported these facts. 
Acting upon them Judge Bur­
bidge of the Exchequer Court 
wee proceeding to judgment can­
celling the patent. Then the 
beneficiaries of the fraud got in 
their work and the Minister of the 
Interior interposed. Mr Sifton 
stood by Turriff, Nixon, McKenzie 
and the peijured claim.
SIFTON REVERSES THE JUDG­

MENT
Mr Sifton began to write letters to 

tbe Minister ef Jnstice end had csss 
stood over. He got s second delay. 
He consulted with Mr Turriff and eng- 
geeted that the oese be withdrawn. He 
wrote to the Dept, of Joetloe aaying 
that the Interior department was not 
anxlooe to "set aside the patent. 
Finally Mr Sifton 'asked the judge to 
dismiae the case.

He argued that the Crown was the 
only party now interested In cancelling 
the patent aa Lyon wss not legaljy e 
squatter, The Department did not 
deeire it to be cancelled. Finally ‘the 
Judge dismissed the case by request of 
the Crown which wse the only part# in 
tbe mit against MacKefitie. The Hot- 
eminent paid tbe whole costs, Mac- 
Kensie obtained his $200,000 worth of 
property for $480. though according to 
Judge Wetmore there wae no evidence 
that he ever paid the Italian a cent for 
it.

WHAT THE JUDGE SAID

ever, there h • respite. The oaee has 
been postponed to aatomn in order 
tbef “Hng-tbe-Meehine ” Pnaton 
give evidence This gSmbmaa conld 
well havebeej. on .band ne», »» he hen 
been removed from .hie late j b, and 
baa not began hie new dati«s. But Mr 
Preston wss alweye exclusive.

FIELDING AGAIN4F FIELDING.
Mr FiSMing,*explaining the iron and*1 

atetl bounties which he increased and 
continued, argued that the larger pert 
of the $8,000,000 in the lest nine years 
Came beck to the treasury through cus­
toms and other taxes. He enoaed that 
the revenues grestly increased to the 
iron and steel tow..g and ports, and 
thie increase he eitrihotee to the 
growth of manofectorioe under bounty 
encouragement. It te a familiar protect­
ive argument but etrocgly condemns 
Mr Fielding’s financial statements! 
Few people know that Mr Fielding’a 
étalements of current public expenditure 
do not Include bounty payments. Mr 
Fielding’s defence of this suppression i* 
that tbe bounty ia an extraordinary ex­
penditure. So he cberges it to Capital 
as though the Government were buying 
a railroad or some other asset while he 
admits that the late Government 
charged this expenditure ae regular 
carrant outlay.

A BOGUS SURPLUS.
•Row Mr Fielding .contends that ifl 

getting back Into the treasury through 
18* onstome end excise DepSrtnAtate 
about all

ft Tjc«u piucara. ioej enoma 
claunjwhich the Govarqmwt ! jito Toronto. For the f*

Judge Bnrbidge’g judgment de­
clares 11 It is very plain that tbe De­
fendant Mr MacKenxie obtained the 
land in qneetion through fraud, but 
owing to tbe action of the Crown which 
lean hardly understand in withdraw 
log from the case, I am forced to find 
that Lyon has no legal right to cancel 
the patent of MacKenxie. But had .the 
Crown remained in the case I would 
find that MacKenzie obtained the land 
by fraud and immediately cancel the 
paient. However I have no alternative 
in the matter bat will dismiss tbe case 
witi out costs.”

INFLUENCE OF THE GRAFTER
That was tbe way Mr MacKenzie 

became rich. There is no donbt that 
tbe Government made itself a party to 
a gross fraud, both against Lyon whose 
claim was honester and better than 
MacKengie’s and against the people of 
Canada. In the beginning the home­
stead inspector reported against Mac- 
Kenzie’s claim. Judge Wetmore found 
it to be fraudulent. Jutjge Buibidge 
would have cancelled the patent bad 
the Government allowed him to do so. 
Mr Filxpatrick, now Chief Justice ol 
Canada, in the absence of the head of 
the machine set in operation the legs! 
process which would have redressed 
tbe wrong. Bat there bss always been 
influence enough on tbe side of th 
grafters to prevail even against so 
strong a combination as this.

The same forces which carriéd 
through the Saskatchewan Land Desl 
tbe Galway Grazing Lease, the Grand 
Forks Deal, the Robins Irrigation Job 
and all the otbera of their class were on 
the side of the Blaiirore Claimant;

IN PARLIAMENT
Mr Lake M P, for Qu’Appelle brought 

up thie casein Parliament on April of 
thie year. The matter was clearly g*t 
forth. Judge Wetmore’a finding was 
toad- The statement of Jadge Bur­
bidge quoted above was produced. A 
resolution condemning the deal and 
steal wae moved. It met the fate of all 
the other resolutions against grafting in 
ths Western domain of the people o' 
Canada. It was rejected by a straight 
party vote except that a number of 
decent Liberals took occasion to be 
absent when tbe names were called.

LAURIER AND BOTHA
It does not eppear that Sir Wiifrij 

Laurier as a member of the Colonial 
Conference has advanced in the least 
degree any of the projects and policies 
which be professes to advocate in 
Canada. Representatives of Australis, 
New ^ealand and Cape Colony caagc 
oat strong for preferential trsde through 
out the Empire. Bat Sir Wilfrid’s chief 
Colonial ally in all matters of Impe-ia! 
Interest was Premier Botha, of the 
Transvaal, late Commander of the Boer 
fflrcee. It ia ggicj that this gentlpman 
divided with Sir Wilfrid the honours of 
the occasion Sir Wilfrid once said that 
he would have shouldered his musket 
on the side of tbe Rebellion if he had 
been a dweller in the West, and as 
General Botha wae in arms againet the 
British Government they naturally 
have some feelings In common. ig 
fair to General Botha however, to say 
that he wae not a British sobj-ct when 
he was fighting Britieh and Canadian 
troops.

WHBBE IS MR HYMAN?
The nominal Minister of public 

Works ie described as a nervçns wreck. 
But he will soed hsve the editors of 
Government organs as much a nervona 
"reck as he is, ^fter three a|lagu.l a’> 
lempts Mr Hyman haa got bimseif'ou; 
of Parliament, but the Government 
which was in a great hurry to call oo 
tbe by-election in tbe middle of the 
winler, ie now in no hurry at all, Mr 
Hyman a few months ago desired to ba 
a candidate. He wrote to big friend» 
in London to have everything ready 
Now there ia a change of programme 
and Mr Hyman, who once slatted for 
Canada, turned back at the frontiè'. 
jqjpaeay he ie going to Enalind, and 
one report hs$ him already on the 
other side of the Atlantic. Some say 
he ia off for Japan. Others insist that 
be ie still in California. Meanwhile 
Mr Fiaher has been acting for Mr 
Hynun ae Minister of Public Works. 
Now he too has gone and the job is 
farmed ont to i{r Ayleswerth.

AFRAID QF THE TRIAL.
4a th# tirqe drew npar for the trial 

of tbe London Election Conspiracy 
there were evident eigne of anxiety. 
The scented Liberal Government organ - 
inert have been trying te beve the case 
removed from Toronto where the in­
dictment wae laid to the City of 
Londoi, They appear to think that 
the public opinion in Toronto ia rather 
hostile. Ye* it it in Toronto that the 
(thief organ of the Government ie 
printed. There.ie another government 
paper in the C3t#. The Judge who will 
probably try the caee le an appointee of 
the Laurier Government. The prison- 

will be defended by the shiest 
conne d that Liberal campaign fends 
can procure. They should be content

how

Ten Can Have $86
By buying your new organ 
from Miller Bros. Why ? 
Because they have no big 
commissions to pay. Write 
them for particulars. The P 
E I Music House.

You’re Losing Money
If you do not buy your Piano, 
Organ or Sewing Machine 
from Miller Bros. Having 
no big commission to pay 
they save you that amount. 
Write for particulars.

610 Coarse in Penman­
ship Free.—Every student, 
who eritçre the Union Com­
mercial College during this 
month will receive free, the 
special course in Penmanship 
now being taught. This ia 
the only special course in 
Penmanship' being taught in : 
a Business College. in - this 
Province and is worth a

Meet Me at the Always Busy Store.

, This is one of the most com- 
prehenaive stocks ever dis­
played here.

Every good and fashionable : ,fabric is shown.

he peye in bounties. He 
claims these proceeds is regular re­
venue, while refusing to charge the a__1 . -,
bounties as regular expenditure. It la ; ® every student
a “heads I win, tails yon lose" pro- Now is the time to enter, 
gramme, and has added a bogne $1,000,
000 to the alleged earplnees.

Minard’s Liniment cures 
everything.

Up ! Up ! Up 1—Step by 
step the Union Commercial 
College has gradually gone 
ahead until today it stands 
in the front rank of business 
schools. It helps students to 
positions, it teaches every 
branch, it advertises, it does 
not deceive the public. Write 
today. W. Moran, Prin.

Our mail order depart­
ment is growing rapidly— 
every mail brings- us orders 
from different parts of the 
country, and we have invari­
ably given the utmost satis­
faction. If anything by any 
possibility might be wrong, 
we are always here to make 
it right. Stanley Bros. The 
Always Busy Store ; Char­
lottetown.

SHOP BY MAIL.
Our mail order department 

gives immediate and careful 
attention to all orders receiv­
ed by mail or telephone. 
There is no reason why you 
should not enjoy all the ad­
vantages of a large and care­
fully selected stock. We can 
do as well for you as any 
house in Canada. Absolute 
satisfaction guaranteed or 
your money bapk, We pre3 
pay the freight on all par­
cels over $5.00 in value. 

STANLEY BROS.

Cimnnu ma am

How Much 
Will You Save
3 By buying your Piano, 

Organ or Sewing Ma-

Schinefrom Miller Bros?
Figure it out Think 

^ What it costs in corn­
el mission for men who 
^ sell those instruments 

and machines It’s a 
big item, If you can 
buy and save the com 
mission it means a lot.
You can do it.
Save from 56 to 166 

Dollars on a Piano
Save from 86 to SO 
Dollars on an Organ
Save from 16 to 18 
Dollars on a Sewing 
Machine

If you want any­
thing in our line drop 
us a note. We’ll show 
you how to save,

MILLE BROS.
The P. E. I. Music 

House, Sunnyside.

, #nd éybritoîaliîÉr, ’'
fthe beat that money can buy i* 
a b the price.

;»

Light, Medium and Dark* 
Overchecks, 25c. per yard.

Plain Venetians in all the^i 
shades, 55c. and 75c. per’- 
yard.

3, Fine, All Wool Homespuns, 1 ’ 
45 in. Wide Checks, Irlaids* 
and Stripes, 58c. and 75c.

| per yard.
"Fine Wool Panama Cloth, 44 

in., 85c- and $1.10 per yard.
.Lustres in Grey, Blue and 

Black. All qualities, 28c. 
to $1.35 per yard.
If you cannot come yourselfI 
"id for samples.

Ready-Made Clothing

The Messenger, $2.00 a Year
Issued Monthly—128 Pages,

A high-class, illustrated periodical, embiacing every­
thing in history, literature and art that can be of interest 
to Catholics—timely and popular expoeitions of Catholic * 
doctrine } Christian ethics ; modern questions of sociology 
and political economy ; religious movements and actual 
events ; struggles and progress of the Church ; education 
science, music and drama. Ask for a sample copy.

Manager The MeSSENgeb, 500 Fifth Avenue, New York.

WITH your co-operation 
The Messenger will

endeavor to 
the number 
readers.

double 
of Its

WE Will send free a copy 
of The Messenger to 

each person whose 
name and address you 
tnay send us.

WE want a bright, active 
agent to represent 

The Messenger in 
every city and town.

WE have a special offer­
covering both new 

subscriptions and re­
newals—a permanent 
business can be estab­
lished.

HATS and CAPS
-:oi-

Don’t forget to, give me a call 
Qrst day you are In town.

When you buy your

SPRING SUIT
I will save you a dollar.

When you want a HAT or 
CAP or anything in the Furnish­
ing line I can show you by far 
the largest assortment of up-to- 
date goods in the city.

If you have any wool for ex­
change bring it along with you.

H. H. BROWN,
The Young Men’s Man.

Queen Street, just around Hughes’ Corner,

ADDRESS

The Messenger, 500 Fifth Avenue, 
New York.

-:o;

In order to introduce our Oak Brand Tea we will ship 

and prepay freight to any station or shipping point on 

P. E. Island an 18 lh. caddie, and if you are not satisfied

in every way return at our expense, and we will refund 

your money. Cut thie out and enoloee $4.00 and mail to ns.

McKenna’s Grocery,
Box 676, ChWn,;P. E.|I.

Enclosed find $4.00for which yon will send us a caddie 

of tea ae advertised in this paper.

(Sign full name).......... .......... ........................... ..............

(And Address)..........................


