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JOHN S. FRASER TO THE
ELECTORS OF WEST KENT

Reform the Laws, and Assess Railway Companies on
on the Same Basis as Individuails for

Municipal Purposes.
: m»»mn»mm -

To the average ratepayer it may
meemn an astonishing thing, yet it is
true that po railway company inf the
Province of Ontario at present bears
onesf wentieth of its share of mumnici-
pal taxation. ;

The general system of taxation as
evervbody knows is this: The assess-
or :*;-nm wtes what is the actual cash
value of your property. -The amount
required for municipal and school pur.
poses is ascertained. Théen an ad
valorem rate is levied upon the assess-
value of each ones property.

In arriving in the townships at a
person’s drainage taxes,”a similar
principle is applied.

This method has been in use a great
many years and has been found to be
eminently fair and just in ascertain-
ing the relative proportion of the
common expense of the government,
and education of the community each
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Grand Trunk is assessed for
#5560, being 144 9-10

The Canadian Pacific
$5150, being 111 88-100

The Michugan Certral is assessed for
$5000, being 125 13-100 acres

Th L, E. & D R. R. is assessed for
$2730, being £5,70-100 acres,

Total assessment, $20,430

Now, suppose ul of assessing
these companies the actual value
of their respective roads, the law
should be amended to that they would
be assessed at one-half their value,
letting the Grand Trunk assessment
remain the same as the others, al-
though it is double tracked, we would
have then each railway at
87500 per mile,
The Grand Trunk’s assessment $78,750
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Lest anyone should sur~pose that the
judicial intervretation placed on the
Assessment Act, by which the engines,
cars, rails, ties, ete., of railways, are
exempt from assessmeni, has been so
gecent that the Legislature has mnot
bhad an opportunity to  consider
the full measure of Jinjustice done by
the present law, | would remind you
that the first case so interpreting the
law, was decided by the late Chief
Justice Robinson in 1856, and that fea-
tare of the law has remained unalter-
ed ever since.

At that time there might have been
some reason in exempting or partially
exempting railways from sharing
with the farmers the burden of muni-
cipal taxation because thea the coun-
try was new, sparely settled, there
was little manufacturidg, the towns
and ciites small, the passenger and
freight traffic insignificant as com-
pared with its presest volume and
their earniogs did not so largely pre-
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The Erie & Huron is a fair instance
of a road so essisted. The Govern-
ment gave it from $2,000 to $3,200
per mile. Thea the County of Kent
gave it $155000 and interest, and
Blenheim gave it a bonus of $11,000,
Dresden $18,000, Wallaceburg $11,000
and Chatham $30,000. And all this to
construct the road only to Wallace-
burg. .

If the people say now that these
railway corporations must share with
the individual the necessary burdems
of taxation after all the years of ex-
emption they have enjoyed and if
they are only asked to pay taxes to
of
their assets—not the whole value as
the individual has to pay—they should
not complain.

It must be remembered, too, that
railways will always be practically ex-
empt from draimige taxes—the
heaviest burdens the farmers in this
county have had to bear It is true
the railways are getting the benefit
to a great extent of the drainage
taxes which our farmers have paid
in the increased production of the
farms fur.isbiog freight for trans-
portation but from the very nature
of things they will not be ass#ssed
for drainage.

The railway c¢pmpanies, it s sa'd,
discriminate against the Ontario
farmer in their carrying rates and
in a recent article published 'm
Farming World written by A. F. Me-
Laren, M. P.. one of the largest
cheese exporters in the Dominion,
after fully discussing this subject of
discrimioation in detail, he says:—

“For the past season (meaning the
season of 1901) the exportable value
of our cheese, butter and bacon repre-
sents $40,000,000, an amount consider-
able in excess of two years ago. In
tons this volume would represent 250,
000 tons a year which we have paid
out $1,000,000 for getting it to mar-
ket (ineaning the British market)
more than we should on the hasis of
American transportation rates
our cheese has been handled

its value apother half million.”
In the same article the freight
on wheat
is givem at 11 1-2¢. per cwt., but from
Western Ontario points: it is 2le.
The cattle rate
Portland is given at 28c.,
Chicago to Montreal 2bc.,
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approval, we can then safely
they are true, and being true an ad-
ditional reason is furnished by the
railways themselves why they should
bear their share or half their share
in any event of taxation.
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farmers of this Province
are the largest taxpayers,

the

heaviest sufferers by these discrimjna-
tory rates, also because it is through
their land that 19 out of every 20
railway in the Province is

In the several States of the United
States the Legislatures have not been
0 dilatory in dealing with this prob-
lem as has the Ontario Legislature.

The State of Michigan, assessing a
rate upon the net earnings of its rail-
ways, receives over $2,350,000 a year.
A number of the other States receive
as large or larger sums in proportion
to their railway mileage than those [
have given. In Michigan last year the
method of assessment was changed
from a percentage of earnings to a
percentage of the value of each rail-
way, including its track, ties, engines,
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Now,
believe
condition : :
tween the railways and the individu-
al taxpayer, 1 wish to state that if
elected to represent West Kent [
shail do my utmost to have the as-
sessment laws so amended as to com-
pel the railway companies to in future
pay their share of taxes and thus re-
lieve the farmers and other taxpayers
of a portion of the burden which they
for years have been carrying for the
railways. That the railways shall be

for at least one-half the
value of their assets instead of less
than one-thirtieth, as heretofore, and
that the taxes so collected from the
railways shall either go to the several
municipalities or to the county
through which the railways run. Such
taxes should not go to the Provincial
treasury. They belong to the mauni-
cipalities just as fairly as do the tax-
es of individuals and faciories.

The present Ontario Government,
t8r at least twenty years, have ignor-
ed the rights of the people in failing
to equalize the basis of taxation as
between the railways and the individ-
uals,

The Government that has been in
power for twenty years is responsible
for the continued exemption of rail-
ways from taxation.

By my opponents, however, it may
be said that the Conservative party
in the Legislature has not dealt with
this problem, that the reform I sug-
gest has not been declared to be a
part of its policy, therefore I am
heretic.

Well, all
statement,
I can. o

I am sufficient of a farmer to re-
alize the full measire of the injus-
tice of the present system.

The Local Legislature, to a great
extent, is in its constitution necessar-
ily similar to a large county council,
and each member there has an indi-
vidual liberty of action in bringing
forward what measures he conceives
are in the interest of the country. He
may get turmed down once or twice
by the leader of the Government or
the leader of his party, but if the
principle of his bill is sound and he
steadily persists he succeeds in get-
ting it adopted.

Should the position which I shall
take in this matter—and I say it with
all deference and respect to the Con-

I can do is to repeat the
I will accomplish this if

| servative party in West Kent — seem

to go beyond where they conceived ‘I
should go when they were kind
enough to nominate me as their can-
I would be quite satisfied for
another convention and
candidate in my
adequate time.
not nominated

them to call
nominate another
place. There is yet
The Reformers have
their candidate yet.
Should the Comnservative party in
this constituency be satisfied that the
change I ‘advocate is a just one; that
it meams fair play between the indi-
vidual tax payer and the wealthy, in-
fluential and somewhat grasping eor.

porations, theé railway Companies, then |

they will again demonstrate what has
so often been established by the ac.
tions of that party that
“Conservative” and “Reform”
quite accurately characterize
principles of the respective parties to
are applied.

To take u» the cudgels on behalf of
the people against the railway com-
amies, may subject me to the united
opposition of the companies in this
county, but I shall trust to the inde-
pendent voters, irrespective of party,
to assist me to wage their battle.
Upon this principle there is no room
for a Reformer to differ from a Con-
servative. Tkeir interests are united.

It is of great moment to every vot-
er ; it is of the greatest moment to the
farmers whether a candidate who as-
sists the unjust privileges which the
railway companies in Ontario have al-
ways emjoyed, fails or not.

My personal defeat would be an in-
sigoificant matter, ‘but the defeat of
your project would be of much im-
portance because the victory of the
railway companies if they should win
would deter others from espousing
the cause I advocate.

Therefore I ask you all, and you
especially who are farmers, to assist
me in this wondertaking.

There were enough unfettered mem-
bers in the last Legislature; there
are in each parliament and there will
be in the next when the facts are
fully and fairly brought home to them
to carry this measure. Possibly mot
at the first attempt but certainly be-
fore the four years' life of the Par-
liament expires. :

do not

1

JOHN S. FRASER.
March 29, 1902.

DISTRICT DOINGS:

THAMES VILLE

Mar 30.—Russel Platt, of Chatham,
spent Sunday at Dr. Stewart’s.

Miss Jackson, of Petrolea, is
guest of Miss Celia Secord.

Noble Ripley is spending' a few days
in Detroit. ;

Ed. Boras, of Toroato, is i town.

Mr. Stewart, of Brampton, is visit-
ing' his nephew, Dr. Stewart.

J. P. Ross, of Chatham, ia in town
to-day.

Mrs. (Rev.) Borland, of Collingwood,
is visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
D, McFarlane.

Mrs. J. M. Thompson spent Easter
in Detroit

Miss Nell Hill, of Delaware, is visit-
ing' her sister, Mrs. W. Anderson.

Carrier boys are not authorized to
collect subscriptions. Our ecollector
calls in each town once a month;if a
subscriber wishes to pay his account
before the collector calls, he must re-
mit direct to The Planet Office Chat-
ham, as we will not be responsible for
monies paid to carriers.
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The palm of ahsent-mindedness Is
probably taken by a learned German
whom a Berlin comic paper calls Pro-
f r Dusel, of Bonn. One day the
n fessor noticed his wife placing a

rge bouquet on his desk.
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HERE'S MUCH TO GAIN
-and nothing to lose by giving

Uucolored Ceylon GREEN one single trial
you will find it superior to the finest Japan tea
you ever tasted, if you don't like it your grocer
will give you your money back. Sold in lead

packets the same as “SALADA”" black tea.
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Canada Carriage Co’s. Buggies
: Are the Best, Made in Canda, and
QUINN & PATTERSON are Sole Agents

for Chatham, and James Cox & Son
are their Agents in Bilenheim.

There is no more durable or easy running
vehicles made than these, and the prices are very
low considering the class of goods you get.

Rudd’s Hand-made Harness

Now on hand, in large variety

Prices are Low and Every Piece is Guaranteed.

Quinn & Patterson

In - strengthening and

invigorating properties ,
there is no tonic equal to

Carling’s
Porter

Its purity and delicious
flavor make it invalu-

able for invalids,

| manenat cure
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The Chatham

Loan €Savings Co
Capital $1,000,000

Money to Lend on Mortgages. Borrow
ers wishing Lo erect buildings, purchase
property or pay off incumbrances, should

+ apply persounally and save expenses, se-
cure best rates and other advantages.

Money advanced on day of application.
All letters promptly answered. Tele-
phone connection,

S. F. GARDINER
Manager.
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Money to Loan on Mortgages at
4} and 5 per Cent.

MOR SALE—FARM AND CITY PRe-
PERTY.

Frame house, two storeys, 12 roomas,
Lot 50 ft. front by 115 deep, $1,000.

Brick house, two storeys, 7 rooms,
Lot 40 feet fromt, by 208 feet dosp,
$1,100.00.

Frame house, 10 rooms and summer
kitechen, lot 60 ft. by 104 ft., $300.00.

Frame house, 8 rooms and summer
kitohen, lot 60 ft. by 208 feet, geod
stable, $1,100.00.

Two vacant lots, each 60 feet fremt,
by 104 feet. ’

House, 8 rooms, lot 60 feet by 208
feet, $1,000.

Farm in Howard, 32 1-2 aoves,
house, stable and orchard, $1,000.

Farm in Chatham Township, 110
acres. All cleared. Good house, barn,
stables and sheds, $5700.00. Will
trade for 25 or 50 acre farm, part

payment.

Farm in Township of Raleigh, 50
acres. All cleared. Good houses and
barn, $3,750.

Farm in Township of Chatham, 98
acres. All cleared. New frame house.
Large barn, stable, granary and drive
house and other buildi $7.500.

Farm in Township of atham, 5@
aores. Al cleared. Good house, and
barn, $2,500,

Valuable suburban residemes, M
rooms, with 11 acres of lnd. @Geed
stable, $3.500.
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THE SAUGEEN
MINERAL WATER

=18 ON SALE AT—
CENTRAL DRUG STORE and
F.A.ROBERT'S LIQUOR STORE
‘We have obtained the for the
Celebrated

‘.'m Water w or

g me equsl. It
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ANCIENT ORDER UNITED WORE=
MEN.

From what we have already done it
will be plain to anyone that the A. O,
U. W, is in a highly satisfactory and
prosperous condition, and we are
“up against” prosperity in a degree
that would be considered a marvel of
success if attained by some societies. .
Proceeding at our usual pace of pros-
perity, we feel confident that intelli-
gent self-government is the kay to
our future success.

Visiting brethren welcome.

W. G. ARNOLD, J. R. SNELL,
Master Workman. Recorder.

LEGAL.

J. B. RANKIN, K. C. — Barrister, Nos
tary Publie, etc, Victoria Blook,
Chatham.

W. F. SMITH — Barrister, Solicit
ete. Office, King Street, west
the Market. Money to loan oa
Mortgages. te

J. B. O'FLYNN—Barrister, Solicitor,

etc.,, Conveyancer, Notary Publig,

Office, King Street, opposite Mere
chant’s Bank, Chatham, Ont.

WILSON, KERR & PIEE — Barriss
ters. . Solicitors of the Suprems
Court, Proctors in the Maritime
Court, Notaries Public, etc. Offiocs,
Fifth Street, Chgtham, Ont.

Money to loan on mortgages at lows
est rates.

SCANE, HOUSTON, STONE & SCANE
—Barristers, Solicitors, Conveyanos
ers, Notaries Public, ete. Privats
funds to loan at lowest currend
rates. Scane's Block, King Street.

E. W. SCANE, M. HOUSTON,
FRED. STONE, W. W. SCANE.

THOMAS SCULLARD
Barrister
25 Vietoria Slock, Chatham, Ont

Money to Loan on
Land Security

+
&
5
+
+
L

+

BANK OF MONTREAL
ESATBLISHED 1817.
Capital (all paid up) $12,000,000.
Rest Fund, - - 7,000,
_Dntta bought and sold. Colleos
tions made on favorable terms. Ime~
terest .allowed on depostis at currenf
rates in Savings Bank Departmeat, og
on deposit receipts.
DOUGLAS GLASS,
Manager Chatham Branch.

STANDARD BANK OF CANADA

HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.
Branches and agents at all prineis

pal points in Canada, U. S. and Great
Britain. Drafts issued and notes dis-
counted. Savings Bank Departmend
deposits (which' may be withdraws
without delay), received and interest
allowed thereon at the highest cure
rent rates.

G. P. SCHOLFIELD.

Manager Chatham Branch.

TOO LATE!

A quantity of goods bought for the
Easter trade just arrived, too late to
get the price we should for them.
They must go, The public will reap
the benefit of the cut in prices. A
fine lot of Easter Eggs, from 4e. up;
very pretty for presents; a lot of
Fancy Glassware and China, just
what you need for Easter Gifts; a
large variety to choose from. e
our China window for display.

GROCERIES

Ginger Snaps, 6c. per Ib.

7 1b Pails Jam, 50c.

Evaporated Apples, unbleached, 8c,
per lb.

Pickles, 9. per bottle.

4 1bs. Prunes, 25c.

Dish Cloth Soap, 20¢c. per bar.

7 Ibs. Rolled Oats, 25¢.

Eggs for Easter, llc. per doz.

HOT X BUNS FRESH FRIDAY
MORNING.

Ham, Breakfast Bacon and Shoule
der at lowest prices.

John McConnell,

Park St. ‘Phone 190

Notice
Thpao Prices
SHIRTS - 3¢ each
COLLARS - Ic each
CUFFS - - Ic each

Parisian gigﬁ_ Laundry

“LINE'S BUSY’
Qe Telephone Stations are for this

The Bell Telephone Co., :
: Of Canada.

Keep Minard's
House. - e Gl
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