Murderers ,atl,-,ast‘
alty of Their Crime.

 THETWO NANTUCK BOVS.
AND HENDERSON EXECUTED
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-~ Dawsof"s"“Hand- Bécémes L'oose and
He Creates a Scene.

‘Henderson Althowgh Wasted to- a
* Skeleton was Firm to' the Last—
‘Why the Indians Were Willing to

{coward. His knees bent from under him nnd‘ i

5 » ! . ‘ A-. l"‘ ‘

: ow “of o ‘ lmwﬂ&mﬁlﬂ
‘ha, ling t , bye, and he tu- | not strength to raise himsel £
claded in those final words his two companions | ed to the s tat age
on the loﬁij&ﬁfn%yih was about to ‘he | but a fe
shook hands with the sheriff,
viser and the Indians, and the
to a position beredath the’
selected for him'at the east énd of the trap.

Jim Nantuck & of the two Indians was

able to talk. my mother,” he said to hig|
faithful 1 Raamps Peterson, “thdt her son t
Jim dieéd bravély.” He was ‘erect and strong | back. The
however, was seen to.weaken from the moment at last all yugnpg, 55 ot R
he stepped upon the scaffold, and as the hang-| For 20 minutes the bodies were allowed _to
man and atténdants began to bind his hands hang, then Drs. Thompson and Hur 2

in the courage' born af high resolve. Dawson, .lm'nhm"ﬂhwmuﬂlp grew fainter tin

with straps he bécame ‘a trembling, wilting | elared the three-men to be'dead.

his body swayed-until he would-have fallen | mains, the. bodies were eut down,
had he not been supported by sirong arms, | pine coffins, covered over with lime

Asked by Mr. Peterson if he wanted anything | terred in graves loea

hesalda "'dﬂni?f”ind ttén broke into convul- hospital; ey !
sive sobd. Jim, his brother, tried to buoy him ‘ When'the drop WAS sprung a bimck flag

Embrace Chiristianity — Incidents |

of the Execution,

The first official hanging which syer trnnsn
pired in the Yukon territory—indeed, it may
be more generally sl in ‘the' entire Yukon

¢ couniry—will bear date ot August 4,1899: The
* yietime of the same were Bdward Henderson
~and Jim and Dawson Nantuck; and all of them
“went to their death for the crime ‘of murder,
the details of which and of the subsequent
trials are fully ‘known by readers of- the
NUGGET. : E 23

As contemplated by law and provided for in
the plansof Sheriff Trank Harper; . who came
from SN Fésterday in a sKIf to perform his
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solemn'duties, the execution was conducted:in |
the most private way, only a few. representa- |
_tives of the press, the police officials, the coro- § -

Y city, em-
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ner’s jary, medical and spiritual anendams?u’p,» “There's no uge erying,” he said; “we run to th

and the necessary gnard being presant.
_The scaffold had been constriicted i the

northwest corneér of the barracks. Sur'?ouud- i\and.the words of courage Were lost upon him.
ing it'is ¢ small yard, fencéd by pallisades 12 |

feet high, which conuects'witgx the interior of
_the jail. The seaffold was built about 14 feet
~ high, and was also enblosed by -walls, making
it impossiblefor even a Slight view of the con-

<.1e.rar.z.eev,t &aﬂ%&m} by those inside.
- The drop  consisted "of a double trap door

twelve feet long by three féet wide in the cen-
ter of the platform,  Phis was heldin place by
a flat iron barat either end and which were
operated simultaneously by a singlé move.
ment of a lever located at one end of the en-
closuré, Above and reaching from end to end
of the roof was a huge piece of’ timber, from
which the three ropes were suspended oyer the
center of the trap.

MARCH TO THE SCAFFOLD,
. Henderson passed a quiet, peaceful night,
his-1ast on earth. He was deeply engrossed
Wwith the thoughts of' his approaching dis.
solution and seemed to hardly feel the neces-
sity of sleep; He never spoke -to the death
—watch-during the wimost interminable hours

etopola flag-pole at one corner of
have got .fo die and we might as well die | the scaffold to nolify the many watchers outs
gamely.” - Dawson was too far gone, however, } side that the tragedy was over, and was allow-
ed to hang there until = the bodies were out
g : THE DROP TO DEATH. down, ;
Though it tdkes considérable Apace to de-j R :
seribe these incidents, it was in reality only a Their Last Hours.
couple of minutes before the three men wete

i

the

| seemied anxious to hurry on-the end. . The two here, his mind tranquil and his spirit résigned

| men at either end. of the dfop. steod upright | to the approaching fate. His constant friend |

| and expectant; Dawson, however, continued | was the Bible, which he read with evident
| to sway backward and forward, and was only | relish daily. He has-also been the recipient of
I kept partially in plage by the supporting hands | frequent calls from ‘Protestant clergymen, and
[ of the attendanis; sobs continued to emerge in I evidently drew mueh consolation from inters
| mufied tones from beneath the cap'whieh en-/ course with them And the interest they showed
[ shrouded his face, and his condition: of col- | -in his spiritual welfare, . It miy be sald that

| lapse was so -pitiable that Ramps Peterson [ he was perfectly resigned and that he died

{ could stand it no longer and walked off the |with Christian fortitude, if not hope.

| platform. ——f-The-two Indians were 1n an equally tranquil

{ Finally the suprejne moment arrived. Sheriff | stat¢ during their iast hours on earth; but it

| Harper's eyes werd. bent upon the wateh he | wasonly the stolelsm of their race, For two

| held, and as its hands-indieated 8:01 o’cloek-he-| weeks pust & Catholfc priest had made almost

gave the hangman an almost fmperceptible | daily eslls Hpon them aud ‘exhorted them to|

| ignaly Thstanily the tiap-was sprung, the -accept Christisnity. The men ‘steadiastly

The condemned men passod their ‘lust fow | re
pinioned, the black cap over-their faces and | days on “ﬂh‘t@aqmutﬂnd’aﬂnm' without
: e 3 e iyttt b i s 7 o~ i

‘beon done expeditionsly, ande.all présent | his custom almost from the time of his arriyal|

and snow tos point on the MeClin
about thirty miles from Lake
they built a ! )

T 9xeept-when necessary, bUL gave himsell up | three veiled figures shot down a distance of six 3 fused to do so umtil one day lest week, when
entirely to reflectionand ‘the comforts which | feet, there was o thud as the ropes fels the they told thé priest- they would aceept his
he undpubted}y gained by a reading of the }-weight of the bodies a{nt'l*the .‘Iucm shook } proposition and m’ Chf‘l“ln'. but Onl' |
Word. Atan early hour he was visited by B&v. | With thie strain. _The spectators were taken so ! upoi the expressed cont_ﬂ{!pn thut they be Iib. | §
A.J. Nahler, pastor-of the Ghurch-of England. [ complétely unawares that as the bodies| expted. ; by s e ek
who'stayed with him to the end. The minister { dropped futo view they instinetively recotledy | On Sunday the desth w read. to

was arrayed in a surplice of spotless white, | Not & word was spoken by anyone, | them by »*Ramps' Peter
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Together they prayed for forgiveness of the sin |

which had brought Hepdemon to his doom,’
and the condemned man expressed his con.

- viction that his future welfare was safe,

The two Indisng. were alone until morning
except for the desth wateh and passed the
night in absolute quiet, Jim Nantuek sleeping
soundly for several hours. They , were fully
aware of the nearnessof theénd; but wereina
fairly tranquil condition:”

At about 7:50 o’cleck- the' prison attendants
visited the sevéral cells anda, after Sheriff
Harper had;as kindly as. possible, notified the
condemned men that the moment for final
preparation had comé, theit arms were pin-
~{oned and they were lod to thecorridor. There
& short wait was necessitated and, at two min-
utes o eight o'clock; the door leading to the
scaffold enclosure was opened and the small

“.procession marched in. It was made up in

s

thecrder named of Sheriff Harper, Rey. Nahler,

' SLOWLY STRANGLED interpreter for them since r-arfival here.

" Henderson and Jim Nentuek undoubtedly Thdy-exhnbihdqﬁf_motiot'to' EPORK f, Jimi i

S e

i

 Who has acted as)

Edward -Hendérson and the two. Indians, |

Rnamps_k'e&erson, together with a policeman
on either side of the condemned men,  As

Henderson emerged into the light of day his|

eyes brightened up and he. looked squarely in

the faces of those gathered about him in n;

fearless yet mild and almost happy way. He
walked erect, with head held high; and in’ his
general deportment exhibited, not only a sur.
prising amount of physieal strength, but a
moral courage that was not expected by those

Who had been accustomed to see his bed-ridden |

figure almost daily for overa year. The Ind-
8ans, too, held up bravely, and required bug
little Support; but the look of spiritual content
which Jjeharadterized Henderson was absent
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passed away without. psin; there was not : Y
struggle on the part of eithiér, and after a few e said it was not right that six of

. o
et L e s e e

: from their ashy.hned ana stolid countenances. | tiwinges were seeB to puss over their frames
Building. bt - ON THE TRAP, i | they hung limp aud motionless. Their necks
‘ - Past the littie party of spéptators the pro- | were usdorbtedly broken, though no investi-
“WEST eession moved up the steep flight of stairs to J.xmon was made, In the case of Dawson, how-
the scaffold platiorm, where theyWere almost, | ever, slow des tion ensued.

5 DAWSON

for the time being, hidden from view. The Owing t'ouu{
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howing  slight quaver in bisvoies ax|
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