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guaranteed: from any great loss,r‘}lntil-the lapse of time.shall have rendered:the pro-
~ perty a'remunerating one : and it.has been proposed to effect this:throughprospec-
tive grants to.be in force for a certain number of years, by the local Legislaturesof
Nova Scetia; New Brunswick, and United Canada, each Province to contribute to
the whole sum granted in the proportion of its Revenue. A hope is also indulged,
that as the Meother Country would reap from the work all the advantages of direct
communication with Quebec, contemplated by the long -talked of Military road,
through New Brunswick which would then be no longer necessary, the British Go-
~ vernment, provided the plan assume a practicable shape, and be proceeded with un-
der proper auspices, may be induced to contribute, towards the completion of the
former, some portion of the money which would have been expended on ' the latter
route, had it been constructed. AT AT o ‘ DR
8o deeply imbued am I, with the convictjon, both that the proposed Railway will
cost more-than is generally supposed, and that the proceeds at-the::commencement,
will bear a:small proportion to. the outlay which will have been incurred; that with-
out I -entertained the hope of a.combined and spirited action on the part of the seve-
ral Provineial Legislatures, I should look on the scheme as idle and visionary in the
‘highest degree; if regarded as an investment likely to: produce immediately -profita-
ble- returns.: - As, however, I cannot but feel persuaded that-the local Legisla.
tures: will.be sufficiently alive to the great/benefits which would'acerue from théac- -
complishment of this grand design to be willing to endeavor toplace:iton:suchiafoot- -
" ing that«Buropean Capitalists may be-enabled to co-operate with-safety in its pro-
motion,I,am:desirous of affording to the Parliament of Nova: Seotia, at its next
meeting;.all the information likely to forward such an attempt, and 1 would-there-
fore request your Liordship to be good: enongh to interest yourself to procure from
the Ordnance Department, copies of any surveys which have been made in the Pro-
vince ofilNew Brunswick or Canada, with a view to the formation of -the :Military
~ road abawe alluded to, or any other topographical data which may exist, likely to

faciliate the object I have in view. = ‘

The. #tep, however, which appear to ms to be of primary importance, and to de-
mand immediate attention, is'the conducting of an accurate survey for ascertaining
the practicability of the plan, and for the seiectior. of the best roiite. *The impor-
tance afithe ultimate object is'so great both to thie:Mother Country-and the Colo-
nies, that I trust-your Lordship will deem this preparatory measure to be worthy of
Tibperial assistance;, and I am therefore induced to ask you whether ‘Her Majesty’s
Goveriment:would ‘be disposed-to send out competent military or civil engineers to
condugt-such survey, ‘either at the expense of the British-or Colonial Government,

as ‘your; Lordship may deem: proper. e e e
-Swuch a measure:would engage confidence, both in England and in the: Colgnies,
and preclude the risk which would attend unsound-or'inadequate information on this
-essential part of the undertaking. -« .~ . fh e b T Lo
-A®it is my intention to communicate with the Governor General and Sit William
- QColebrooke on this tepi¢, I should wish to knowif any reasonable hope might be:en-
tertained; that should the three Colonies unite in pledging’a " portion:of their Reve-
nues for ‘the interest -and gradual repayment ‘of the principal :money-advanced, -any
‘agsistance would be afforded them:on'the same terms as those on‘'which aid was:ex-
tended to‘Canada in the case -of the:Rideaun, Beauharnois, and Welland Canals; or

niore direct succour from the Imperial ‘T'reasury upon the like security.
- Y;have already intimated my opinion that:if ‘a: Company: were to beinfcotrporated
under the name of the *¢ Halifax and Quebec Railway’’ or any other similar deno-
rhination, it' were better that it should be done by anact of the Imperial-Parliament,
butas it may be:deemedexpedient to’ifitroduce an:Actfor/the incorporation of sonie
stich-bedy* here in: the -approaching: session, I ‘should bé much:obliged by your
Liotdship’s-instructing me-as to the nature of the guarantees-and provisions-whichit’
may be right to-insert for the protectionof the Stockholders’ and the -Public.” =~
“'The immetise political-advantages:that-weuld attend the satisfactory *'fcor‘nplet-ior}
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