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The Challenge

The [armers ( anada iay are Dacing
s direct chalienge fros powert nter
sl 0 U anada Wi ¥ - al privilegen
e MY f " great | ‘a nia prin
‘." sid down 1 t} farmere’ platfore ha
heen pla 1 on 1} statute hooks of the .
vinees anad 1| Dominior at ! r .
remaine ' proteet tarif? hugher than
fare and placing & heary burden spon son
s ore Nty far ars Wi ar vim
high prices and good crops are oot » :
e 1) anger wi s abhed T ar
antinf i for 1) ot 1t thereis e
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e A Al o n m the prices of gran
while the pri of evervithing the farmer
buys will remain high for a mueh »

-
freedom is the only sivation

|vr\'~' Tf.t'.-
in sight for the farmers of Canada

During this summer a big membersh
drive is to be made by the farmers’ organia
stions in Manitoba, Saskatehewan and A
berts. The hope in to seeure enough recruits
to inerease the ranks of the organized farm
ers by 2t least onehalf This ean be done
if the farmers themselves now in the organis
ation realize the extreme need of increasing
their numbers It has been only through
organization that the farmers of Western
Canada have made 1t possible for themselves
to make a decent living in this country. But
the forees that prey upon the farmers are
steadhly reanizing and becoming more

| month by mont}

powerfu The only answer
the farmers have s 1o imerease their o®n
numbers and rally round their leaders for
the ternf strugele which s not far
distant

In the present House of Commona the
organized farmers of Western Canada are
well represented The strugele which s n
sight will have its centre in parliament but
our representatives n pariiament eoan
accomplish very little unless they have be
hind them a powerful organized foree in the

’

eountry i1 s not necesshry r every mem

ber of the organization 1o be a grest speaker

or & highly edueated man. But it is all im
portant that every possible farmer be
brought into the local associations, there
to jom with their fellow farmers in support
of the poliey laid down by the conventions

It is therefore most highly important that
every local association should increase its
numbers to 'include every farmer in the
community. It will be necessary to make
some sacrifice to accomplish this end but if
the farmers of the West are not prepared to
make sacrifice now to increase their own

strengt) t will be a very short time until
they will be foreed against their will to make
a8 greater sacrifice for the benefit of other
interests that will be more powerful It s

)

very diff some farmers that

1t 1o conVIDes
it is in their own interest and for their own
self-protection to be members of the farm
ers’ organization. But they must be brought
. They must be shown the fool’s pll’ldl"
i which they are ing. Every interest
organizing The farmers must not remain
behind N

When in "‘N‘J{ the organization It »
equally important that The Grain Growers'
Guide be placed in the hands of svery new
reefuit. There is no other method by whieh
the farmers can bhe keot in touch with the
work of the wganization and
with the movement of other farmers’ organ
izations throughout Canada. The Guide i»
the farmers’ own paper, owned by the
organized farmers and published for their
benefit. The Guide not only gives its readers

r own great

the newy of their own arganieation but alee
e - e s f every move of the enomMY
T r B Detlief Bor sASET WAy 10 IncTroass
he membership of the organisation than by

reasing the number of rendlers of The
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Some Relief Granted

: Dominion Government oot week an

pnced that leave of shasne wonld b
gragged 1 cxtreme cases 1o the men drafied
B the 20 to 22 year clams. No sperial pro
wion has Leen made for farmers but ounly

for canes where the dependenta are sufrring
¢ in the

ase of the only remaining son of
military age We are reproducing the gov

rrament announcement in full herewinth -

The sttention of the geedrament baving
been Slrected particnliarly o saass of e
£ 1 and 12 oalid up for iiitary Sty
whe were the sle suppert of el parente
ot of other Welpless depondenta, an erder in
conme hae been passed praviding far the
ronmderation of estrsardinary raee of o3
treme hardship o the depandents of men
oalled wp for dmt

T™he srgent un{ for men sversess = saeh
that leave of ahasncs san saly b greasted
n these cass of sxtreme hardehip o &
pendents of in tases in which the man
corned 0 the only remaining s of military
age 1% W 4 sther membere of whew
family are in willtary serviee o have hoen
killed or disabled

Al spplications for leave of shesnee
purssant te these provisions mest be made
by the man Mmaslf st the depet battalion
after be reports for dety. Boch applications
eannot and will set be consider cither ot
the hendguarters of the military distriet, or
ot militia headguariers st Ottans. Corres
pondence sent 1o thess beadguartiers will
only resnit in delay and confusion

Evtry man applying for leave of shesnes
et make & satutory declarstion In »
prepared form, which may be shiainsd »
the depot battalion, where an afficer will
be  sspesially dotailed to deal with sueh
applieations

on whose cases some within the author
ty granisd by the verpor in couneil may
be given up o B ' leave of absencs
without pay by the commanding the
lepot batialion, and sueh longer leave
the case may require, will be grasted if the
recommendation is concurred in by the dis
triet officer commanding and ot militia head
pearters, or, in any ease of doubt, if It »
approved by the central Judge ander
the Milnary Bervies act, 1917

The original leave may, in the svent of
olay in & decision being arvived at,
further extended by the distriet officer som
manding by periods of ten days

Those entitled to leave of absence under
this regulation should aet promptly. The
terma are very clear and specific so that
there should be no difficulty in understand.
ing them

The Harvest Problem

The government has taken the responsibil
ity of ealling the young men from the farms
i the full knowledge that food produetion
will be curtailed. The government, however,
has not in any way sought to minimize the
great need of food production. No doubt
the national registration to be made next
month will help to solve the labor problem,
but there in another fleld from which labor
ean be drawn for the harvest

In the central states to the south of us
harvesting will be done before cutting be
gins in the prairie proviness. The Dominion
government should be on the alert to bri
those harvesters north to help gather 3
erops. Undoubtedly the American govern.
ment will be quite willing to co-operste. Can.
ada and the United States are in the same
war and fighting for the same end. Towards
this end it is just as necessary that the

Canadian crop b= harvestad oo thet the
Amervas crop be hurvested If the Domin.
on gorcrnment cas bring frem 10000 4
D00 s gperenond barvest bands from the
\mericnn harvent Sebde it will bolp greatly
1o meet & prodiem swmeed by drafling o
many ye.ng men fram ‘e farme Now s the
time to consuder Lie matler e the probles
promises ‘e YW Yery sris

Parliament Mas Adjourned

The fire! seamesa of jurtiament ssder
['nion government came ' sn wmd ot

The people of Cannds tavs d

tunity (o sise wp e wark et e heen
done. The gemersl puiille Bave

keener interest in the sanh of i
men! than ever before Nany b
be reversed if an dertion werw o he Sl
sgain today. Whether the Uninn govern
ment would be retursed agein & = dlle
speculate, but it s plais et ey
some and gained other
work for which the
turned was to go on with the war Towand
this end there s no doghe

progress. [n faet, the chief
the government has not been tae deastie In
ita war measures The genersl feniing smanyg
farmers all over O - tant Te

ment did pot consld
of the nation in calling out all e bage n
the classes of 20 to 22 yoarn
government assumed & t
bility by such sction, sad
will undoubtedly “be cut down
Good work was done
sbolishing the liquer v
the franchise 1o women,
ing the civil servies and
to patronage. Probably only » U
erument could bave acocom
sirable enda

One of the outstanding f
parliament has been the faet ¢
ment has enacted sueh &
laws by order-in-council
liamentary vote. In faet ¢
linment have felt that t
consulted more than
feature has been the lae
opposition has given ¢
little trouble and as & result
cism has come from the
the house. There has been
opinion between members
provinees. They have worksd
have learned that their intersste
Whether, when the war clouds
and the party whips begin
will be foolish enough te divide
again, remains 1o be seen. The
ment has endorsed & number of
of the farmers’ platfors Next
will be an opportumty
planks, particulariy the
to precipitate a struggle
considerable changes in the
parliamentary forees
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Titles Under

Any farmers who bave been 1o be
sdorned by a title and be
“SKir’’ 1o their name are due for »
sppointment. Last week the
mons debated the question and instructed
the government to
the titles for Canada.
that no hereditary titles be R L
Richardson, M.P. of




