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CAUTION!

We hereby give notice that the Rev. W.
H Wadleigh is the only gentleman travel-
ling authorized to collect subscriptions for
the “Dominion Churchman”

CHURCH THOUGHTS BY 4 LAYMAN.
No. 54.

Tae Cauvror axp e BisLe Sociery.

HURCH and Bible sound as harmoniouns as
C ‘Queen and country. No Churchman can be
otherwise than loyally associated with the Bible
Society. But it is always well to define our terms.
The Church then we hold to be the only Bible Soci-
ety known to the Bible, the only organization res-
ponsible in any sense for the propagation of Secrip-
ture truth. The Word of Gop was committed as a
sacred trust to the Church of Gon. The Bible is
the Book of the Church of Goo. The Church
under direction by the Hory Semir selected the
books of the Bible out of other sacred writings, the
Church gave them authoritatively unity as one
Book, and the testimony of that Church crowned
that book with aunthority as Tee Bise. The Bible
was not given, nor is it conceivable that it was ever
intended to be used to establish varieties of separate
communions or sects based upon individual interpre-
tations, but to be the charter and official Book of
the Catholic Church. To recognise the theory that
every man is an authorized interpreter of the Bible
is to-make Goo the Gop and Author of confusion,
not of order or unity. It is surely a plain, common
sense view of this matter that all raembers of the
Church of Gop must, by the necessity of their rela-
tion, recognise that an official interpretation of the
Bible must be obligatory upon each of its members.
There may be private views held, but when any
utferance is made by cleric or laymen speaking in
any capacity the voice of the "Church, we submit
that the plainest common sense demands that these
utterances should be distinguished by official har-
mony. This harmony must by necessity be pro-
duced by the voice of such official having been turn-

~ ed to some authorized standard. We repeat that

while private persons have full liberty to interpret
scripture as they like, it is a physical impossibility
to prevent them, yet every one who in any spiritual
office speaks . ficially for the Church must speak as
the Church directs. There is a great outery made
by the sects against the wholesome doctrine that
the Church is the authorized interpreter of scripture.
The sects deny that that is her office, her funection,
and that the presence within her of the Holy Spirit
is to enable this duty to be faithfully fulfilled
This truth is spoken of on sectarian platforms as an
cutrage on individual liberty, as * offence against
freedom of conscience,” as * priesteraft” and so-
forth. . But those who indulge in these terrible ac-
cusations, charges which alarm many Church
people into accepting the theory of individual inspi-
ration and renouncing the corporate inspiration of
the Church are conspicuots for holding the very
same theory, with this sole difference, that while
we hold fast by the Church of Goo they cling just
a8 firmly to some sect of man. Every Baptist be-
lieves the Baptist body to have the sole clue to the
right interpretation of seripture, the office bearers
of that body of all ranks and the private members
all tune their voices to the Baptist interpretation.
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So also the Wesleyans, they accept Wesley and the
Methodist Fathers as authoritative interpreters of
seripture whom they are bound to follow. “So also
the infinite variety of sects each one of which run-
ning off into the obscurest phases of oddity of inter-
pretation, claims to have a key to the meauing of
scripture not possessed by any other body, Asa
matter of fact the formula, ‘“Our Church the
authorized interpreter of scripture,” is the great
watchword of the sects. They differ from us in this
that we claim that there is a spiritual body still liv-
ing which has carried on from Pentecost until now
a distinet, corporate life 1aspired by the Holy Ghost
and that to it 1s vouchsafed as a spiritual organized
unit, the ever abiding Presence of Him who said
“Lo! I am with you always until the end,” which
Body, which uuit is that ** Oxk CatroLio, ApostoLic
Cuvren,” in which every Churchman constantly
asserts his belief howewer he may deny it by his life
and his works.

For some fourteen hundred years the Church
bad no means, she had no power, and no command
to do so even if she had the power, to place a copy
of the Scriptures in the hands of all her children
This lghly important fact is not merely dropping
out of sight, but the attempt is being made to blot
»ut all remembrance of it and to prevent the know-
ledge of it spreading. But the relation of the
Bible to the Church caunot even be stated, much
less understood, without a thorough grasp of this
great historic fact, that for fourteen hundred years,
during a period in which forty-six or more
times over the entire population of the world was
cleared away by death, there was not a printed
book in existencs. Millions, therefore, of Curist's

people, who lived to His glory, and thousands who
déed as martyrs, never oven saw the inside of a
Bible. Millions more who could read were thank-

ful to have a few verses or a short selection mingled
with short prayers stitched as a horn book or
tract. In those days the Word of Gop was used
as & Lamp to the feet and as Food for the soul, not
as is largely the case to-day as a book of contro-
versy, a book of strife, a book utterly discredited
by its most eloquent patrons, by being made the
excuse of a thousand sects and the exciting cause
of all the confusions and divisions of Carisr's peo-
ple. 8o that it is the testimony of history, testi-
mony emphasized by fourteen centuries of her most
glorious experience and most sublime demonstra-
tion of spiritual power, that the greatest works of
the Church, the most enduring achievements of
missionary enterprise were accomplished without
the aid of a general diffusion of the Bible. England
was brought out of heathen darkness into gospel
light without any Englishmen reading the scrip-
tures, save a king here and a noble there who held

a Bible as one of his great, his most costly trea-
sures.

We have stated the general aspect of this ques-
tion breadly. If a closer enquiry were instituted,
it,would be found that not only was the greatest
missionary work of the Church from Peftecost on-
wards done without printed Bibles, without any
pretence or approach to a general diffusion of the
scriptures, but that some of the noblest triumphs,
the most splendid victories of the Church were won
before portions of the Bible, as we know it, were in
existence at all, and before the several books of
which it is made up were declared o be and accept-
ed as the Canon of Secripture.

In those days when the sky of the Church was
yet bright with the halo of the Saviour's presence
bis gpostles and evangelists did the work He set

them to do, the work they were inspired to carry on

[(May 24, 1888,
by the fire, the illamination of the Holy Spirit lTy
direct appeals to those thoy were sent to minister
uato, by tenching them fully all the verities of the
Christian faith.  Christian disciples then carried op
the wission work of the Charch by precept ang by
example. The power which shook down the wallg
of heathenism was a personal one, it was spirit aet.
ing upon spirit, heart affecting heart, mind infig.
encing mind and soul rousing soul.  The days of
the printed Bible ought to have been as the olden
days with the added power. Butit is not so. There
has come into vogue a comfortable theory that the
distribution abroad of copies of a book will do the
work of evangelising as well as it was done when
personal influence inspired by the Holy Spirit wag
alone the power of God in His mission work, an
intluence which brought such mighty things to pass
that we are fain to attribute the success of the early
Church to some miraculous ageucy which Gop hag
withdrawn from the modern Church. We say the
theory is a comfortable one, that giving away Bibles
wholesale or selling them at a low price is the grand
work of the Chureli; for such is the language used
at Bible Society meetings. It is a theory unknown
to the apostles, unknown to the Church of Gop for
fourteen centuries, it is a theory which virtually
sets aside the Master's command, ** Go ye and make
disciples of all nations,” for it substitutes for his
words the formula, ‘* Send Bibles translated in the
languages of all nations.” The Church has yet the
red blood in her veins which this theory has failed
to water down, and the divinely planted instinot 1s
strong within her, and the faith of early daysis yet
an inspiring foree, the spirit of truth is yet the life
of the Church, teaching her to do her work as the
Master bade her by personal Evangelists, baptising
and feaching all nations. The Church knows and
feels that the blessing of His abiding presence was
promised and is realized as the reward of obedience
to this duty of personal discipleizing the nations, for,
“Lo! I am with you always,” follows *Go ye unto
all the world.” The Church has this work put upon
her, she cannot shars this honsur with any human
society, she is recreant to her trust when she
sanctions any hands but her own touching the sacred
ark of the Divine Commission, or to any degree
substitutes the Bible for thé living voice of he®
teachers. Bo far as making known the Bible goes,
the Church of England stands supremely alone in
fidelity and zeal, for in her offices she provides that
from ten to twelve chapters of scripture are resd
every day for the instruction of her children. 8o
far as free interpretation goes the Church of Eng-
land is the only Church which imposes no interpre-
tation upon her children as terms of Communion.
The sects which cry out against the elaim of the
Church to interpret those scriptures which Gop
gave to her to arrange and decide upon as the Bible
and gave His spirit to the Church to guide her into
all truth in regard to, they have each a private

interpretation and private traditions of the aceept-.

ance of which they impose as preliminary conditions
to salvation and membership. In the Church
Oatholie, liberty to interpret is the liberty restricted
yet assured by law, in the sects, liberty to interpret
i8 either lawless license or the severe despotism of
sectarian ** views.”

For members of the mnﬁ@m. so-called,

Churches born of the unrest of the last century or

sprung from the violence, the corruptions of social
disorder, o rebuke us for lack of zeal in the cause
of the Bible Society, is a superlative effort of auds-
cious presumption. The sects would do well to re-

flect on this fact that while the Church has been
for seventeen centuries basing education upon the
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